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TE HonoURABLE + 
MARTIN BLADEN, Eſq; 
ONE OF THE 


Lords Commiſſioners of Trade and Plan- 
tations, Sc. Sc. | 


I ERMIT Me, Sir, as the 
Son of a Gentleman, who 
ſtands indebted to You for a 
long Train of ſucceſſive Ob- 
ligations, to prefer the firſt Fruits of my 
Labours in a publick Way, to your Pa- 
ronage, and to make them the Means of 
onveying the Thanks of a grateful Fa- 
mily, for a continued Chain of Favours. 
Had my Author been equal to Cæſar, 
ind like Cæſar had eſcaped Injury in the 
ranſlation, the Offering had correſpon- 
led better to your Merit and to my De- 
ires, However, Sir, be pleaſed to par- 
von my eager Wiſhes, in taking the firſt 
A 2 Oppor- 


Sy 2 


DEDICATION. 


Opportunity of pouring out the Full- 
neſs of a grateful Heart. 

In the cuſtomary Stile of Dedications 
(tho' with more Sincerity than is uſual 
on thoſe Occaſions) I could attempt to 
give a faint Idea of your Virtues; but I 
"ſhall be cautious how I offend your Mo- 


deſty, and therefore only beg Leave to 
ſubſcribe my ſelf, with great Reſpect, 


SIX, 
Tour moſt devoted, 
And melt Neon 


3 Servant, 


Hans Dx Ve. 


Felftead in Er, 
Ockober 5, 1736. 
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OF THE 


e HE Reputation of the Mineral 
Wu Waters at Spa, is ſo generally 
[knows that I have no Deſign of 
recounting their Properties, or of 
WE | praiſing their Virtues. A Detail 
BE IS Dll of that Kind, which direQly falls 


within the Compaſs of Phyſick, uſeful as it might be 


upon another Occaſion, wou'd be impertinent in a Work 


which promiſes nothing but Amuſement. In-the mean 
time, I don't intend to excuſe myſelf from communi- 


cating the little Obſervations which I made there, or the 
Cures which I was Witneſs to. I ſhall only endeavour 
to avoid the Style of a Phyſician ; and when the Subject 
naturally leads me to mention the Qualities of thoſe 
Springs, I ſhall always do it intelligibly, and ſuitable 

Vo I. I. | B to 


| 
[ 
| 


* The Amuſements of 


to the common Level ; becauſe the chief Aim of this 


Book is, by deſcribing the Recreations which I found 


at Spa, to give a general Notion of the Diverſions 


there to thoſe whom a View to Health, or a View to 
Pleaſure, may invite thither. 


To meaſure the Delights of others by my own, I 


chink there are few Places where a Seaſon can be more 


agrecably paſs d. The Inhabitants of Spa are courte- 
ous to Strangers of whatſoever Nation, ard are indu- 
ſtrious in ſupplying them with a Thouſand Convenien- 
cies : And tho' they are well paid for their little Ser- 
vices, yet the Stranger pays without Regret, becauſe 
they render thoſe Services with ſuch Complacency, 
and with an Air as affectionate, as if the Foreigner 
were of their own Family. There we live in perſect 
Liberty of Behaviour, of Sentiment and Manners, 
which immediately communicates itſelf to Strangers, 
and is ſeldom abus'd : The Union appears exceeding 
Arict, and altho' it is founded on good Breeding only, 
vet an uncommon Affability excludes all Sort of 


Conſtraint. 


There, as well as every where elſe, are ſometimes 


found moroſe and unſociable Tempers, but inſtead of 
exaſperating and inſulting them, every Body ſtrives to 
wean em from their Brutality, or at leaſt they are 


regarded with Compaſiion, and conſider'd as Incura- 
bles: This Fellow- feeling is the more natural, be- 
cauſe all who come to Spa are proud of being thought 
Igvalids; and buys Foible eſtabliſhes a Kind of Ten- 
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derneſs among thoſe who drink the Waters, which in- 
clines them to a Compaſſion for the little Extravagances 
of others. I have ſeen ſome who have ſtood in Need 
of this Indulgence ; but on the other Hand I had the 
Advantage of finding there very amiable Perſons of 
either Sex, with whom I enjoy'd a charming Famili- 
arity. We became immediately acquainted and con- 


vers'd together, during the Seaſon, with as much 
Frankneſs and Affection, as if we had been attach'd 


for Life. 'Theſe Perſons were equally conſiderable for 
their Birth and Merit : .Pleaſure only and Recreation 
had enticed them to Spa : And as my Journey thither 
was with the ſame Intent, we ſtudied to make the Re- 
gimen of the Waters as agreeable to us as poſſible. We 
ſeemed to have been created for one another. The 
Sympathy of our Tempers, and the Correſpondence of 
our Characters, had eſtabliſhed among us that Openneſs 
of Heart which endears Society : So that we found a 

thouſand Sweets in an Intercourſe of mutual Conh- 

dence, and the reciprocal Communication of our Ad- 

ventures. As all the Pleaſures at Spa depend on theſs 
Intimacies, every one takes Care to adapt his Compa- 

ny to his Taſte; and this Liberty of aſſociating as In- 

clination directs, perhaps attract; more Company to 

§pa, than the Virtue of it's Waters. 


'Tis true, the Roads thither promiſe nothing very 


delightful. In travelling to Spa, either by Liege, or 
by 4ix la Chapelle, which are not above fix or ſeven 


Leagues from it, the Way lies chiefly through uncuili- 


vated Deſarts, and thoſe all moſt rocky. There are 


A no- 


4 The Amuſements of 
nothing 'but Mountains on every Side, which ſucceed 
one another, and over which Travellers have made 
ſome imperfect Traces of a Road. The Rains and 
the Tempeſls, which are frequent there, even make 
the Paſſage ſometimes dangerous, by rolling down 
great Stones from the Precipices. The Coachmen of 
the Country are themſelves often at a Loſs, becauſe 
the Tracts are worn out between Seaſon and Seaſon ; 
i at leaſt this was the Caſe of the Coachman whom TI 
© took at Liege, and he alledg'd that Excuſe, which I 
j 1 —— enough. 


RE 
. N 


| But as Nature has its Charms in every Shape, theſe 

[ Rocks, ſo inconvenient to Carriages, diffuſe a diſtant 
Brace upon the Raad; They are in Truth Piles of 
= unwrought Marble, and incapable of being poliſh'd ; 
and yet, rugged as they are, they form a Variety of 
Colours, which entertains the Eye ; particularly when 
the Morning Dew,or a gentleShower opens to theView 
thoſe cloudy Veins which the Duſt had concealed. 1 
don't deny that the Road, (eſpecially beyond Liege) is 
fatiguing ; but in my Judgment, whoever has a Taſte 
to the Beauty of Landſcape, will find his Pain ſuffici- 
ently recompenc'd by entertaining Proſpects. 


For my Part, I frequently ſtopp'd my Chariot, to 
conſider the charming Points of View form'd from 
Time to Time by the Approach of oppoſite Mountains. 
F was agreeably ſurpriz'd that a wild Aſcent at. beſt, 
cover'd with Heath, appear'd to me at a Diſtance as a 
Parterre, whoſe Enamel and irregular Tufts of Trees 
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the German Spa. 7 
eharm'd the Sight ; and that an Object ſo agreeable 


in Perſpective ſhould prove a frightful Precipice on the 
Spot. th e | 


This Viciſſitude of Views is frequent on the Road; 
which becomes more rugged as it leads nearer to Spa. 
In ſome Places *tis very ſteep, and appears dangerous, 
and the Valleys beneath diſcover a frightful Depth. 
The Roads cut through the Mountains neareſt the 
Town have this further Inconvenience, that Carriages 
of but a moderate Breadth can hardly paſs ; my Berlin 
was a Proof of this: It was ſo engaged between two 
Sides of a Rock, that it had certainly been ſhatter'd to 
Pieces, if the Coachman had not very ſeaſonably ſtopp'd 
his Horſes. This Accident taught me that 'tis ſafeſt 
to travel with the Conveniencies and Horſes of the 
Country, and this Advice may be uſeful to thoſe who 
might otherwiſe prefer their own Equipage. 


The Situation of Sp keeps the Fraveller in a tedi- 
ous Impatience of diſcovering the Town, which does 
not appear till at the Diſtance of near a Mile; tis 
built at the Bottom of a Valley, cloſely ſhut in with 
Mountains, which confine it on every Side. It ſeems 
diſpos'd, as if Nature, jealous of the Treaſures which 
ſhe has placed there, had drain'd her Stores to fortify 
the Avenues to it; or was reſolv'd that the Bleſſings, 
which ſhe laviſhes there, ſhou'd be purchas'd by Ha- 
zards, which give an additional Sweetneſs. In ſhort, 
by whatever Way the Traveller arrives there, he finds 
himfelf forc'd to pay a kind of Homage to the Town 
at it's firſt Appearance, by being oblig'd to alight. 
I | B 3 . Particu- 


6 The Amuſements of 
Particularly the Deſcent from the Side of Liege has 
ſomething in it ſo ſrightful, that it would be impru- 
dent to keep the Coach, and raſh to get into it again 
'till at the Foot of the Mountain. 


The fiſt Object which there preſents itſelf is the 


only one whoſe Approach and diſtant Proſpect afford 
nothing charming; that is, ſome beggarly Cottages, 
which inſpire-a Prejudice not much to the Advantage 
of a Place ſo remarkable for its Pleaſures. And that 
Heap of Rubbiſh, which is calld The Old Spa, is 
properly but the Suburbs of the Town, and is inha- 
bited by Beggars only, who let looſe Swarms of In- 
fants upon Strangers, in order to wreſt Alms from 'em 
by the Force of Clamour and Importunity. 


PII freely own, that the Wretchedneſs of theſe 


Houſes prepar'd me for the Simplicity of thoſe in the 
Centre of the Town. They are all built of Wood, 


old faſhion'd, dark, and very ſmall. Neither do 1 


think the Number of them above two Hundred, tho' 
they have aſſur'd me that Spa furniſhes eleven or 
twelve Hundred Beds for Strangers. However, the 
View is adyantageous to this little 'Town, which from 
afar feems abundantly larger than it is. The Church 
of the Capuchins, and that of the Pariſh, both plac'd 
upon Eminences, happily contribute to that Advan- 
tage; but notwithſtanding all this, I fancy it muſt be 
a frightful Place in Winter. 


Indeed it was in its Luſtre when I arriv'd there; it 


was the 2d of uh, 1729. I alighted at The Court of 


Lond. 
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London. This is without Diſpute the largeſt and moſt 
commodious Inn in the Place, and is the moſt frequent- 
ed too. I ſound that ſeveral Perſons of Diſtinction 
were already there, and at the Fortnight's End we 
form'd a Table of Thirty, which was decently ſerv'd 
there agreeably to the ſeveral Taſtes of France, Eng- 
land and Holland. The Variety of Meſſes and Ra- 
gouts, in which that Houſe excells, engage People of 
thoſe Nations, who generally conſtitute there the moſt 
conſiderable Part of the Company. 


As I arriv'd late, and found myſelf fatigu'd, I faw 

no Body that Day, neither did I know any Body. I 

employ'd the Evening in learning of my Hoſt in what 

Manner Strangers liv'd there, the Method of Diverſi- 

ons, the Hour of Viſiting, and the Quality of thoſe 

who were there, and in ſhort whatever I thought con- 

ducive to the Pleaſure I came in Search of. Alter 

| theſe Queſtions, I went to Supper in my Chamber, 

b becauſe having ſeveral Letters to write, I deſign'd to 

diſengage myſelf immediately, in order to give myſelf 

up entirely to Pleaſure. This Buſineſs employ'd me 

'till Night was pretty far advanc'd, and I went to Bed 

late, fully reſolv'd to make the next Morning repay 
me ſome Hours of Repoſe. 


flo wt — CO > 


This Reſolution was a ſufficient Proof of my Ig- 
norance in the Regimen at Spa. As ſoon as it was 
Day-Light I found myſelf diſturb'd by an indiflin& 
Noiſe, which came from every Part of the Houſe, 
and immediately ſpread itſelf through the Town. The 
Doors bounc'd, and the Windows clatter'd, and I 
B 4 could 
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cou'd hear them talk, laughing ard trampling in the 

Street, as if it were Noon; and to this confas'd Noiſe 
was join'd the Neighing of Horſes, and the Rattling 
of Coaches. Unacquainted as I was with the Cauſe 
of this Emotion, I never imagin'd that ſuch early 
Hours cou'd be obſerv'd in a Place ſacred only to 
{ Pleaſure and Health; and I ſuſpected that ſome Acci- 
dent had happen'd. There was ſome Conflict be- 
tween this Noiſe and my Inclination to Sleep; I lodg'd 
next the Street; and almoſt oppoſite to the Fountain. 
I quitted my Bed, and going to the Window, was all 
Amazement to fee Abundance of Men and Women al- 
ready buſy in drinking and walking. 


Tho' it was not yet Six o'Clock, I reproach'd my- 
ſelf with Lazineſs, and had indeed loſt the moſt agree- 
able Part of the Day. However, I found ſome Com- 
penſation in remarking the perpetual Motion of the 
Drinkers. Their Gaiety charm'd me, the Undreſs of 


the Ladies had ſomething in it ſo genteel, that 1 


thought my ſelf in a New World, where every one 
contributed to the Delight of the reſt. This Crowd 
of Perſons ſo different in Tempers, and without doubt 
in Quality too, ſeem'd to be animated with the ſame 
Spirit : They were all united too by a common Badge ; 
the Ladies had at their Girdle a Medal, which the Gen- 
tlemen faſten'd to a Button hole, I knew neither the 
Name nor the Uſe of it, but imagin'd it beſpoke ſome 
Droll Order of Knighthood ; but I ſoon learn'd that 
it was a ſmall Ivory Dial, mark'd with ſixteen Points, 
to ſhew how many Glaſſes the Perſons had drank, 
which are ſeldom fewer than fixteen, which Number 


- uſually 


| or 


Pr, 


the 


| the; 


Stra 
ſid U. 
owe 
The 
the! 
with 


The German Sa. — 
uſually amounts to two large Bottles. The Hand of 
this Dial is mov'd a Point at the Return of the Glaſs, 

"Tis eaſy to imagine all the little Follies which this 
Exerciſe gives Riſe to. This Sight entertain'd me fo 

agreeably, that I ſpent an Hour in obſerving it, with. 

out diſpoſing my ſelf to dreſs ; however, I call'd my 

Servant, in order to put me in a Condition of a fuller 

Enjoyment. 


I was ſoon dreſs'd, and was upon the Point of ſally- 
ing forth, when my Man inform'd me that two Ca- 
puchins were come to viſit me. One of 'em was the 
Rev. Father the Superiour, who came to congratulate i 
me in the Name of his Convent, and to promiſe me | 
the Prayers of all their Reverences for the good Suc- 
celſs of my Waters. This good Father ſeem'd to me 
to be one of thoſe artſul Monks, who are grown white 
beneath the Cloak and Wallet, and have acquir'd 
great Excellence in begging, without violating their 
Profeſſion. After the firſt Compliments, he proffer'd 
me the Uſe of their Garden, and of all that belong'd 
to *em : But he foon gave me to underſtand that I 
ſhould find nothing but a Scene of Poverty there, thac 
the Seaſon of the Waters was the only Support of 
| their Cloiſter, and that without the Benevolence of 
Strangers they ſhould want Suſtenance during the Re- 
ſidue of the Year. We act like the Aut, fays he, and 


ne 
lab owe our Winter Subſiſtence to our Summer Proviſion. 
ts, The Cloſe of his Speech ſufficiently explain'd to me 


the Intent of his Viſit; but as I contented myſelf 
with applauding their Providence, the ſubtle Monk 
5 prevented 


f * 
- — |= —— 
—_—  — 
wt i * 1 *. 


2 7 ES naw 2 — bh 


r 


* 


EIT © 
— 
— — —— —— 


—— — 


— — 


10 . The Amuſements of 

prevented the Objection which I was going to make 
him, with regard tothe Statute of their Order, which 
_ forbids 'em to receive or touch Money; he nam'd to 
me an antient Matron (whom he call'd Notre Mere 
Syndigue, if J remember right) with whom Stran- 
gers depoſited what they deſign'd for the Convent. 
What ſurpriz'd me moſt in his Converſation was, 
that he frequently made Uſe of my Name and Title, 
and talk'd to me as one acquainted with my Affairs. 
T let him know my Aſtoniſhment at it: He anſwer'd 
me in general Terms only, but with ſo myſterious an 
Air as inclined me to believe that he had a more par- 
ticular Knowledge of me; and undoubtedly to avoid 
the clearing up of that Doubt, this pleaſant Piece of 
Reverence left me with Abundance of Congees. . 


This Air of Acquaintance gave me the Curioſity of 
enquiring whence this Monk came, that I might 
guefs how his Knowledge of me was deriv'd. The 
People of the Houſe could not anſwer my Enquiries 
in the firſt Point, but in the other they gave me Satis- 
faction. They inform'd me that theſe Reverend Fa- 
thers retain in their Pay a cunning Boy, whoſe Office 
it is, during the Seaſon, to obſerve the Arrival of 
Strangers. As ſoon as he ſees a Coach come, he fol- 
lows it to the Houſe where it ſtops, and mingling 
himſelf with the Servants, under Pretence of helping 
em to carry their Luggage, he reads the Direction of 
the Boxes, and by the Help of ſome Information fron 
the Domeſticks, he learns immediately the Name 
the Quality, and even the Diſorder of thoſe who art 
rixe 
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rive. Full of this Diſcovery he poſts to inſtruct his 
Maſters, who ſeldom defer to the next Day a Compli- 
ment ſuitable to the Perſons they viſit. They carry 
their Salutation equally to Chriflians, Feaus, Catha- 
licks, and Proteſtants of all Communions. The Au- 
ſterity of their Virtue unbends itſelf too to Ladies of 
all Ages, and of all Conditions. And it's exceeding 
fortunate that theſe Civilities which they laviſh to eve- 
Ty Comer, are tolerably cheap ; for at the Concluſion 
of the Seaſon the Obligation is repaid with a Louis 
d'Or, a Guinea, a Ducat, or two Ducats at molt, 
which is plac'd in the Hands of their Truſtee. At 
this Price you may walk in their Garden, and make 
what Appointments you pleaſe there. 


After this Information I went out, intending for . 
the Paubon Spring, and to pay Homage to the Nymph 
of that Place. I approach'd with that reſpectful Cu- 
riofity which the Wonders of Nature uſually inipire, 
Though this Fountain is the principal and molt famous 
of all, yet I found it fo little embell:{i'd, that I had 
certainly overlook'd it, but for the Company which | 
{urrounded it. Tis in the Corner of a little obſcure 
Place at the Entrance of the Town. They have dreſ- 
ſed it up in rough Marble, little differing from that 
of the Mountains about it ; the Building which co- 
vers it does not ill reſemble thoſe little Chappels' 
which are found on the high Road of Brabant, and 
eſpecially about Bells. At leaſt that was the Judp- 
ment I made at fir View. This little Edifice has 
exactly the Form of a Portico, raiſed upon an Eſpla- 


nade 
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nade about 20 Foot ſquare, ſurrounded with a Para- 
pet of Free-ſtone, round which the Drinkers range 
themſelves. In ſhort this Portico forms a Kind of 
Grotto, at the Bottom of which is the precious Spring 
of Pouhor, whoſe Waters are carry'd to both Indies, 
without ſuffering any Alteration in their Virtues or 


Sy 


0M Kaen as J appear'd in the Street, all turn'd their 
Eyes upon me, becauſe they diſcern'd by my being 
dteſs'd that I was a new Comer. The firſt Perſon 
that addreſs'd me was little of a Man, and leſs 
a Phyfician — worthy enough of Moliere's 
Laſh. fle grac'd himſelf with the Title of 
Doctor, which he never deſerved ; and in that Capa- th 
city arbitrarily determin'd the Effect of the Waters by m 
the Number of regular Pills which he preſcrib'd to 
every Body. By the important Air which he affect 
ed, I at firſt miſtook him for a Magiſtrate oi the Place. 
I cou'd imagine no other when I perceiv'd that he 
made me a Sign to ſtop, and politely ſignify'd that I 
muſt quit my Sword. Tis true, to ſoften the Compli- 
ment, he made me remark that ali without Diſtincti- 
on comply'd with that Cuſtom. He cited Dukes and 
Princes, and in ſhort the Czar himſelf, who, as much 
Emperor as he was, had ſubmitted to it, when he 
came to Spa in the Year 1717. I aſſur'd him that TI 
would conform with Pleaſure, and that if I had been 
faulty in that Point, 'twas owing to my Ignorance. 
However, I took the Liberty to ask him the Origine 
of this Cuſtom. The only Reaſon which he aſſign'd 
was, That by removing this Diſtinction the Freedom 
among 
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among the Drinkers might be promoted. Others 


have ſince aſſur'd me that the Prince of Liege, Sove- 


reign of the Place, found a Conveniency in it. But 
whether it ariſes from Cuſtom or Precaution, it ap- 
pear'd to me a very - prudential Step, as it prevents 
unavoidable Accidents in a Place where Gallantry 
and Delight are carry'd to Exceſs. And indeed every 


thing might be fear'd from ſo many diſagreeing Nati- 


ons Which reſort thither if Arms were allow'd 'em : 
Whereas the Violence of the firſt Emotion has Time 


enough to abate when the Sword mult be fetch'd from 
a diſtant Chamber, : 


Be that as it will, I went to enroll myſelf among 
the Drinkers, and call'd for a Glaſs. Two old Wo- 
men, who ſeem'd the Prieſteſſes of the Nymph, were 
eager to ſupply me. This Service they tender to all 
the Drinkers, which procures em ſome trifling Pre- 
ſent from every Body. They deſerve it no doubt for 
the Care they take in preſerving the Fountain clean, 
and for keeping Watch over it from Four. in the Morn- 
ing. This Water ſparkled in my Glaſs like Wine 
upon the Fret. It's exceeding clear and beautiful to 
the Eye, but the Taſte of it is very like that of a Diſ- 
ſolution of Vitriol of Mars in common Water. And 


this Acrimony which gives a Diſguſt ſome few Days, 


gives a Delicacy when Cuſtom has reconcil'd it. At 
firſt it went againſt me, however, not to ſeem leſs 
couragious than others, I-empty'd my Goblet. I had 
no ſooner taken it than I felt in myſelf that Air of Aſ- 
ſurance and Freedom which the Waters give to thoſe 
who are initiated. I mingled with the Company, and 
| paid 
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paid my Compliments to the Ladies, who return'd me 
no Anſwer, but a Curt'ſy. 


They were moſtly Engliſb and Flemings, and diſ- 
cover'd as much Difficulty in expreſſing themſelves in 
French, as J had Fear of attempting their Language. 
One of 'em (who ſeem'd to me full of Mirth) broke 
the Ice firſt, and rally'd me genteely upon the Grimace 
I had made in taſting my firſt Glaſs, She invited me 
to drink a ſecond with them, and kindly offered me 
Tome Sugar, Anniſeeds and Sweet-meats, which the 
Drinkers make Uſe of to qualify the Diftaſte of the 
Waters, and to fortiſy the Stomach againſt their Cold- 
' neſs. I quitted the Debt of Civility, and conſidering 
it as an Introduction to Acquaintance, I enter'd into 
Converſation with them, by Acknowledgments of 
their Favours. The Freedom which attended this 
Diſcourſe encourag'd me to that of offering my Hand 
for a further Walk. 


Our firſt Entertainment conſiſted in the cuſtomary 
Queſtions, about the Waters, the Regimen which 
ought to be obſerv'd, and above all, the Neceſſity of 
Diverſion, in order to conquer that Heavineſs which 
the Waters cauſe, and which proves fatal to thoſe who 
give themſelves up to it. The Lady which inſtructed 
me in thoſe Maxims, did it with ſo gay an Air, that 
I concluded the Waters had been more ſerviceable to 
her than any Body. She was paſt her Bloom, but ſtill 
retain'd all the Charms of it; and altho' an Engiih 
Woman, yet had nothing phlegmatick like the reſt of 
her Country-women, With a fine Habit of Body, 

| | ſhe 
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ſhe was alert, tall, well ſhaped, and in ſhort a merry 
Creature, who ſtudied only to divert herſelf. With 
all theſe Qualities ſhe was extremely cautious, and if 
the Gaity of her Temper made her ſometimes tranſ- 
| greſs the Bounds of ſeverer Prudence in her Words, 
yet her Actions were never indiſcreet. 


As we walk'd along ſhe call'd two of her Friends 
| who join'd>us. Agreeably to her pleaſant Diſpoſition, 
ſhe invited them to partake of her good Fortune in 
meeting a Gallant (ſhewing me to them.) Theſe La- 
dies, tho' leis ſprightly, diſputed with her the Con- 
queſt ſhe had made. All this Pleaſantry paſs'd in Ea- 
glißs, and I took a ſingular Delight in hearing them, 
tho* I pretended not to underſtand them. We found 
ourſelves inſenfibly return'd to the Fountain: There 
we muſt drink again, and my Repugnancy to the Mi- 
neral gave them Diverſion enough. I promoted the 
Teſt by affected Grimaces when I drank ; and I never 


took the Glaſs without making a Merit of my Com- 
plaiſance to them, | 


Once more we walk'd the Length of the Street, 
which indeed is the only Walk of the Drinkers: It is 
ſo very ill paved, that the Fatigue which it cauſes, 
conſtitutes one Part of the Exerciſe ſo neceſſary to the 
Waters; it has a particular Defe& too, occaſion'd by 
its Situation, which makes it incapable of Enlarge. 
ment. It was impoſſible to build the Houſes in a 
trait Line, becauſe the Valley in which the Town is 
built, winds round the Mountain, in the Shape of a 
Half Moon, and the main Street retains the ſame Fi- 

gure : 
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gure': It would be handſome enough were it direct. 
It is terminated by a little irregular Square, which 
elſewhere would make an Appearance pretty enough. 
In the Midſt of this little Place is a Fountain of fair 
Water, and the Structure of which paſſes for the Won- 
der of Spa. This Fountain is rais'd about 25 Feet, in 
Form of a Pyramid: It is ſurrounded by an Iron Palli- 
fade, which has four Openings left purpoſely for En- 
trance. You muſt mount ſome Steps to be able to draw 
up the Water, which falls in Caſcade into four Shells, 
that ſerve as Reſervoirs ; and theſe Shells are perpetu- 
ally ſupply'd by a Baſon from above, which in its 
Tarn receives its Store from the Mouths of three Bra- 
zen Frogs, that are placed upon a Bunch of Reeds, 
of the ſame Metal, upon the Top of the Pyramid. 
This Group is terminated by an Aſcent of ſeveral Steps, 
which is the principal Piece of the Arms of Liege, 
The Situatiou of this Fountain perſuades a Belief, that 
it ariſes from the ſame Source with that of Poubon : 
But they aſſur'd us that it comes from the Meadow of 


Beſſeprex, about half a Quarter of a League from the 


Town, whence it's conducted to the Market-Place of 
Spa, thro' ſubterraneous Paſſages. We ſpent ſome 
Time in conſidering this Fountain, and in examining 
the Arms of the ſeveral Families; and almoſt every 
one in Europe is quarter'd there. Tis cuſtomary among 
the Inhabitants of the Town, to put upon their Gates 
the Arms of Princes, and of extraordinary Nobility, 
who have lodg'd there, that Strangers may be taught 
to conceive a great Opinion of the Springs, and of the 
Conveniency of thoſe Inns, This Singularity would 
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be ornamental enough, and afford a little Amuſement, 
if walking there were more commodious. 


p As I was expreſſing my Wonder that there was no 
. Gallery at Spa, as at 47x-/a-Chapelle, and that they 
n were ſo negligent of Ornament and Conveniency, in a 


5 place which ow'd its Subſiſtance to the Concourſe of 


1- WW Strangers; the Engliſb Lady prov'd to me, that Po- 
v licy had a greater Share in this Omiſſion than Neglect. 
s, What would become, ſaid ſne to me, with her Air of 
u- Pleaſantry, of the pretty Canes of Spa, and the clum- 
ts Wy Shoes of Liege, which make all the Commerce of 
a- the Town, if the Ways were ſmooth, and we had 
Is, Gravel-Walks? What would become even of the fear- 


id. ful Beau, if the Ruggedneſs of the Pavement did not 
ps, Iſurniſn him with a Pretence of accoſting the Ladies 
ge. Vith the Offer of an Arm ? I underſtood this Anſwer 
hat Wa malicious Glance at me, and was going to open a 
1 {converſation of more Gallantry, when the eſcap'd with 
of her Companions into a 1 Apartment * for 
the the Lad ies. 
e of | | 
me I apprehended that they retir'd in Obedience to the 
ing aters; for the Men and Women are allow'd the Pri- 
very ilege of ſeperating and reuniting without any Apolo- 
,ong . I waited their Return at the Fountain, where I | 
zates reſented them a Glaſs of Water, rallying them in my 
lity, Torn upon their diſappearing. All three emptied their 
iught laſſes, upon Condition that I would drink three to 
f the e Health of each of them. I was all Submiſſion, 
ould ron Promiſe that they would allow me ſome Re- 
be (pits, 
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ployment *till Dinner-time, I return'd to the Fountain 


Order than that of firſt come, firſt ſerv'd. As it wa: 
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ſpite, in order to a longer Enjoyment of their Conver- Wy, 
ſation. However, they preſs'd me to diſpatch, becauſe 


But 
it was Nine o' Clock, and having drank their uſual tel; 
Number, they had a Mind to retire. I diſputed their W,... 
Arithmetick, and referr'd myſelf to their Ivory Dials, ing : 


I was ſare of my Point; for in offering my Hand to 
each of them ſucceſſively, I had ſpightfully put back It 
the Hand of their Dial without being perceiv'd, ſo Ils c 
that only 13 or 14 were mark'd inſtead of 16. We 
diſputed ſome Time upon this little Fraud, which at 
length I confeſs'd, upon Condition that I ſhould have 
the Honour of conducting them Home. They lodg'd 
at the Golden Sun, where I left them, after having 
obtain'd Permiſſion to come thither the next Day to 
ſee them. As I was dreſs'd, and had no other Em- 
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to ſearch out new Acquaintance. 


There remained but a thin Appearance, People of 
Faſhion were retired to Dreſs; and there was no Com- 
pany at the Fountain but ſuch as J judg'd it improper 
to converſe with. After having walk' d there ſome 
Time alone, I enter'd into an Apartment contiguous 
to the Fountain, and which is open all the Morning 


for Strangers. Tis a large Hall, where there is al- eier 7, 
ways a great Fire, for the Conveniency of thoſe wid 
feel a Chilneſs from the Waters. All are allow'd to 

walk there and warm themſelves, without Diſtinction 

and to take what Place they pleaſe, without any otheqſ, fir 


late in the Day, I found there only ſome ole 
Wome 
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Women in Conference with ſome impotent Monks: 
hut as this was not what I wanted, went out immedi- 
l itely. In going down, I found upon the Steps a Gen- 
r eman of good Appearance, who ſeem'd buſy in read- 
ing an Inſcription placed on the Portal of that Edifice. 


It had eſcap'd my Notice, but as I was then idle, 
lis Curioſity awak'd mine. I went towards him, and 
ſeigning an Inability to read it, to find an Occaſion of 
bme Talk with him, I defired him to tell me what 
ve Wi was. He receiv'd me very civilly, and told me it 
„d eas a Monument which the Czar had ordered there, 
ng Win Memory of his Recovery by Means of the Spa Wa- 
to ers, which that Emperor came to drink upon the 
m- pot in the Year 1717. He had the Goodneſs to 
ain fad the whole Inſcription to me, and lent me his Glaſs 
0 obſerve the Ornaments of it; and each of us took a 
Copy of it in our Pocket- Books. Tho' there is nothing 
luable in this Monument, but the Name of the Great 
rince who rais'd it; *tis too much to the Advantage 
oper t the Inhabitants, and the Fountains at Spa, to ſup- 
ome it. I ſuppoſe the Reader will be oblig'd to me 


101 communicating it: And thus it is; 

ning 

is al- eier he Firft, by the Grace of God, Emperor of the 
Who Ruſſians, 

d to Religious, happy, invincible, 

tion 


Reſtorer of Military Diſcipline, 

id firſt Planter of all Sciences and Arts among his 
People 3 

Wha having by his ewn Indufiry | 

mel | | 8 Buili 


. owt hin. «when an 
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Built a moſt powerful Fleet of Ships, 
 Hawing infinitely augmented his Armies, 
And having ſecurely ſettled in the very Blaze of War, 


His Realms, as well hereditary as W 
went abroad; 


And having fearch'd into the Manners of the ſevera 
Nations of Europe, 
Came through France to Namur and Liege, 
To theſe Waters at Spa, 
As to the Haven of Health : 
And having happily drank of theſe moſt healthful 
; Springs, 
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Particularly that of Geronſtere, polus 

Was reflored to his former Strength, K his 

And his defired Health, dab! 

In the Year 1717, 22d of July. in ] 

Thence returning through Holland, night 

To his hereditary Dominions, tha 

Order d this eternal Monument of his Gratituas Acqt 

to be erected. him : 

MDCCX VIII. me to 

This extraordinary Inſcription is cut in Letters of Gol Se 
on a Leaf of black Marble, which, with its Pedeſtſ fame 
Corniſh, and Back, which are of Marble too, mal" on 
a Pile about eight Feet in Height, and five or fix I Com. 
Breadth : The whole is crown'd with a large Oval Ele ha 
Talian Alabaſter, in which is carv'd in Baſs- Reli "Y 
au 


the Imperial Arms of his Ry/ian Majeſty, with t 
Quarters and Attributes. 
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The Sight of this Monument naturally led us to R 
flections on the uncommon Character of that Monarqhe, 
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The Gentleman whom I had accoſted, ſeem'd to me 
Jerfectly inſtructed in the Hiſtory of that Prince: He 
xcquainted me, even with ſome Particulars and Me- 
Wroirs which I was ignorant of, and which I won't 
| xpeat here; becauſe they have ſince been made pub- 

ick : I took a great deal of Pleaſure in hearing him; 

is Converſation was full of Wit and Sweetneſs, and 
is Expreſſion equally juſt and eaſy : He was one of 
toſe, whoſe amiable Appearance immediately recom- 
nends them, and in whoſe. Favour we feel an irreſiſt- 
ile Prepoſſeſſion, without any other Reaſon but an 
noluntary Eſteem. His Countenance was winning, 
d his Manner noble ; and nothing in him was excep- 
able but an Air of Sadneſs, which diſcover'd it- 
in his Speech and Actions, and depreſs'd his native 
rightlineſs. I ſuſpected that he was unfortunate, 
d that was ſufficient to increaſe in me the Deſire of 
1 Acquaintance with him. I was going to propoſe 
him a Walk after Dinner, when both our Servants 
me to tell us that Dinner was upon Table. It gave 

e great Satisfaction to find that we ladg'd in 


tude 


2 : ſame Inn; and we mutually congratulated each 
a er on it: I ſlatter'd myſelf too from his Looks, that 
ax {compliments were ſincere ; and that he already felt 
40 the has ſince own'd he did) the Force of that Sympa- 


Reli 
ith t 


„ which the Correſpondence of our Inclinations had 
ſir'd us with. 


e enter'd the Inn together, where we already found 
ty Body ſeated at Table. We took our Place 


ona, and tho' my new Friend introduced me, they 
return'd 


s tO 


7 
4 
4 


— —— ——ů ˙ů˙ r pe 
— . 


—— — — — 


— — Py — 


— * — — — — - = 
EIT — ¶—ů —„—„—-— . —ꝗẽ4́ü p La 


— 2 Rp 


„ — . — 
= 0 — — X 2 22 

— . - * — 2 & > c 

— — — — - I . 
- — — — — 7 * r 

— — — — 23 
— m — — — — - — — 
— wo — —_—_— — — wp — mmm 0 


— 
— — ——"——— 


—U— — — 9 a, 


——— — — —ens — — 


— — 


If 
| 
I 
j 


— 


— — Dy 
— — — 


— 


— — ee 


A Is Cr EA —— nn. 


— — 
— — — ˙— a: im... 
Ul 2 —— — 
7 


— 
— — 


22 The Amuſements of 

return'd my Salutation coldly enough. The CompanyMinc 
conſiſted of a Dozen Perſons, whereof the moſt Par Hon 
were Engliſh. Every one appear'd equally buſy'd infſopp 
the Care of his Plate, and eat with an Attention whic ons 
aſtoniſh'd me. The Silence of the Table was inter t! 


rupted by nothing but the Clinking of Spoons, KniveWVe 


and Forks. I ventur'd at ſome Queſtions, to which: G. 
even the moſt polite, anſwer'd with ſo much BrevityM,; 7 
that I thought myſelf at Dinner among ſo many Mont niab 
J imputed this Silence to the natural Gravity of thillſl;:« 
Engliſh, who are extremely reſerv'd in new Acquaini,,; 
tances : But after I had regularly taken the Watei;y*q 
ſome Days, I ſoon quitted that Miſtake, and at conf... 
ing to Table became more Engliſh than the £2 


themſelves. 


'The ſtrange Appetite which the Waters cauſe, is 
general, that one can't bear, without Impatience, t 
putting off the Time of Dinner, tho' but for a f 
Moments: The firſt Half Hour hardly ſuffices to fv 
preſs the Murmurs of a devouring Stomach, ſo th 
there's a dead Silence *till the ſecond Courſe, wh 
every Body beginning to rouze themſelves, endeavou 
to provoke Converſation, and to make it gener 
It ſoon became lively; the moſt ſerious anbent thi 
Brows, and all encourag'd Pleaſure and Gallantry. 
we had no Ladies among us, diverting Stories of eve 
Kind went round; the French Gentleman whom 10 
.addreſs'd in the Morning, play'd his Part marvelou! 
and his natural Livelineſs recovering itſelf, we jud 


that he muſt have met with uncommon Vexatio 
| A | | 2 
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\yſWince, contrary to his Diſpoſition, he gave himſelf up 
Mito Melancholy, with which he ſeem'd almoſt always 
inloppreſs'd. I found he was a Captain by the Salutati- 


iciWons of the Company; and thoſe which were addreſs'd 


eri the other Gentlemen, taught me their Quality too. 
wee had a young Nobleman, a Counſellor of Bracelet, 
German Count, two Barons, and one of thoſe Canons 


niable and diverting People. We drank largely to our 
better Acquaintance, and in Compliment to the Ger- 
tant, and over the Craw-fiſh which are regularly 
erv'd at Spa, we ſat three Hours at Table without 
erceiving it. 15 | 


A Tempeſt, violent enough, which laſted all the Af- 


e had unanimouſly reſolv'd on. Thus diſappointed 
7 the Badneſs of the Weather, the Company diſpers'd 
elf, and there remain'd but three of us in the Din- 


mbly was held, and I had yet no Acquaintance to 
trodace me: The Zng// Ladies whom I had ſeen 
the Morning, were not at home, fo that I did not 
Www what to do with myſelf, 'till Night. And tho? 
Wiper-Time was at no great Diſtance, yet that Inter- 


i lay very heavy on my Hands. The French Cap- 
of even perceiving my Perplexity, propos'd a Game at Bil- ; 
m | Ms; I received his Offer with Acknowledgment, and 


Velo! 
'E jud 
exatid 


e went to the Coffee-Houſe next Door to our Inn. 


The 


{in 


of Liege, who are call'd Seigneurs Tresfonciers, all a- 


moon, depriv*d us of the Pleaſure of a Walk which 


-Room. There was but one Houſe where the Aſ- 


* 
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The Rain had drawn chicher abundance of People. 


ns 
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The two Tables were employ'd and beſpoke for a preat 
many ſucceeding Games. Scaxce could we find Room to 
fit down. There were two Gaming Tables; and at one 
they tally'd at Pharoa with incredible Paſſion. There 
was a great Number of Punſters and I ſaw one who 
hoſt 170 Guineas in leſs than half an Hour: At the o- 
ther Table they play'd at Dice; and, as that's the fa. 
vourite Game of the Zxg/i4b, it was almoſt entirely 
taken up with People of that Nation. We amus'd our- 
ſelves with looking on. Generally there are a good 
many Sharpers and profeſs'd Gameſters in thoſe Places i 
of Aſſembly ; and the French Gentleman, my Friend, Ml | 
who had already been eight Days at Spa, ſhew d. me ! 
two of em who play'd with ſuch uninterrupted Succeſs 


that they were ſuſpected of correcting Fortune: The y 
one was an Italian, and the other an Engli/oman ; bo En 
had long Ruffles and round Sleeves, and the perſedM be 
Appearance of Men expert in the Art of cogging ani Re 
flipping the Cards. While my Friend was relating u anc 
me what he had obſerv'd of their Dexterity, we wen hac 


invited to engage in a Raffle for a rich Piece of Silve dull 
Stuff, which was to be play'd for: The Propoſal Wa 
made to us by one who appear'd a Man of Conſequence 
and his Compliment had an Air perfectly civil and diſi 
tereſted ; but the next Day we had room to ſuſpe& it 
However we thank'd him with good Manners ; anda 
ter a little talk with us, he return'd among the Crow 
of Rafflers, where he was call'd. * 
i 

el 
e ha 
OL, J 


After he had leſt us, I aſk'd my Friend who t 
Man was. I can't tell, * he, but I have a iv 
Inclinati 
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Inclination to know him. He has oſten join'd me with 
an Addreſs which gives me ſome Suſpicion. I have cer- 
tainly ſeen him elſewhere, and have ſome Knowledge 
of his Face ; but I can recolle& no Circumſtances of 
that Knowledge. Stepping up to one of the Engliſmen 
who had dined with us, he acquainted him with his Cu- 
riofity. The Exgliſb Gentleman, who was very open, 
anſwer'd us, that he was a Pru/jan Baron, full of Wit 
ur- and good Manners; but an Adventurer of the firſt 
od Order. Shun him, fays he, and all Engagement 
ic; with him; *cis dangerous to admit him: He defires 
end, but to make Acquaintance with you, but his general- 
me ly coſts the Purchaſer a little too dear: He is fo artful, 
cel, that if he once recounts his Hiſtory to you, it will coſt 
The you ſome Guineas. Tis true, his Story is ſingular e- 
nough, and if you have any Curioſity to learn it, added 
he laughing, I'll give it you gratis. I had it from a 
Relation of mine, who paid a great deal more for it, 
and has join'd Accounts from other People to what he 
had before learn'd, even by the Confeſſion of this in- 
dullrious Knight. We beg'd him to give us the Relati- 
on, and for the greater Liberty, we went back to the 
Hall of the Inn. As ſoon as we came there, the Eu- 
z// Gentleman began his Recital much in the following 
Manner. 


The Hiſtory of Baron Polnitz. 


þ is not impoſſible, Gentlemen, but you may have 
elſewhere ſeen the Man, whoſe. Pace ſtrikes you. 
He has travell'd ſo much in France, Ger many, England, 


ou, I. | | C | Holland, 
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Holland, and Italy, and has met with ſo many Ad- 
ventures, that there are few Foreigners who have not 
known him. He is a Pruſſian by Birth, and of a dig- 
nify'd Houſe. He is call'd the Baron of Po his 
Family is illuſtrious and honourable, but unhappily for 
it, he proſtitutes his Name in a ſcandalous Manner, 
It depended on himſelf to have enlarg'd his Fortune, 
by purſaing only the Path which his indulgent Parents 
had mark'd out for him. As his Perſon is attractive, 
as he has Wit, and as: that Wit is exceedingly embel- 
liſh'd, he ſucceſsfully appear d at the Court of the 
King of Pru/ia, who plac'd him among thoſe about 
his Perſon. He inſinuated himſelf deeply into the 
good Graces of that Prince, who ſometimes employ'd 
him in little Negociations, which he always executed 
with great Addreſs. He had the Honour of attending 
that Monarch in the Voyage he made to Holland ; 
and he had Ground enough to flatter himſelf with the 
Hopes of his deepeſt Truſt, had he thought it worth 
his Endeavours to deſerve it ; but that would have 
| been too great a Perplexity for a Man who lov d only 
the Splendour of a Court, without being able to endure 
the Conſtraints of it, tho' he was born with all the 
Qualifications requiſite to Succeſs there. 


A libertine and debauch'd Spirit, which Cuſtom had 
rooted in his Complexion, made him regardleſs of Ap- 
plication. His Debts on one Hand, and his Intrigues 
en the other, at length provok'd his Baniſhment from 
Court. However, he obtain'd Permiſſion to veil his 

Diſgrace 


the German Spa. 27 
Diſgrace under the Pretence of a Tour to France. The 
Air of Grandeur and Magnificence which reigns there, 
was already ſo natural to him, that he gave himſelf 
entirely up to it. He hired a Palace ready furniſh'd, * 
and procur'd a ſplendid Equipage, and a ſumptuous Li- 
very. A Gentleman of my Acquaintance, who ſaw 
him in his Pomp, aſſur'd me that his Footmen (which, 


:  agreeably to the Taſte of the Time, were exceeding 
, handſome Fellows) were cover'd with rich Lace: He 
. was the Standard of Imitation among the wild People 
bo at Court ; and had form'd an Intimacy with the Duke 
a of R—— and the Marqueſs of B-—, And as he 
780 is one of the moſt agreeable Libertines of the Age, the 
8 4 Regent, who had heard of him, had a Mind to ſee 
/ 4 him, and admitted him one Evening to his Table. 
_ Any Man but himſelf would have made Advantage of 
mw his Debauchery, and have repair'd his ſhatter'd Cir- 
of cumſtances. But he was deſtin'd to be an Adventurer, 
5 : and he has well fulfill'd his Deſtiny. Tis eaſy to ima- 
_ gine, that this Courſe of Life ſoon diein'd him of In- 
2 tereſt and Principal. His Creditors were alarm'd at 


his Profuſion, and not without Reaſon. The vaſt 

nag Debts which the Germans had, ſome Years before, 
ll che left unpaid at Paris, amounted .to ſeveral Millions ; 
and Things were carried to ſuch a Length, that the 

= Court made it an Aﬀair of State. The Baron then 
my toreſeeing that he could not long ſupport himſelf, re- 
of Ap- turn'd to Berlin, to collect the Remnants of his For- 
tune, There being oblig'd to live upon his Induſtry,, 
he join'd himſelf with all the Sharpers whom he found, 
ind ſo well improv'd by their Inſtructions, that he 
Dilgrace | | C 2 made 


ntrigues 
nt from 
veil his 


2 — 
. : <a 2 ce ee. 


15 
1 | 
115 
#' 
4 
0 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
i 


—_ — * . " 
- oe IEG 
P 


— — —— 


28 The Amuſements of 
made ſome Dupes, but he was himſelf the Bubble of 
his own Imprudence. The incautious Intimacies which 
he enter'd into with ſuſpected People, loſt him all the 
Remains of the King's Favour, who was not utterly 
diſenclin'd to pardon him. The Court of Berlin was 
then buſied in unravelling the frightful Impoſture of 
the famous Clement. You know (continned the Erngli/h 
Gentleman) that this Clement, who paſs'd for a Baſtard 
of the Prince Ragots4i, had alarm'd the King with the 
pretended Diſcovery of an imaginary Conſpiracy ; 
which, by the Circumſtances of his Information, would 
have been the blackeſt in the World. Altho' this hor- 
rible Plot was diſcovered even by the Conſeſſion of 
this artful Impoſture, (whom the Colonel d Moulin had 
Addreſs enough to bring from Holland) yet it occaſion'd 
the Impriſonment of ſeveral, whoſe Liberty might 
have been dangerous. Among thoſe that were ſeiz'd, 
were ſome with whom the Baron of Polit had liv'd 
ſo familiarly, that he thought it a prudent Step to re- 
tire. He left Pruſia with Secrecy, and went to pre- 
ſent himſelf at ſeveral Courts in Germany. There are 
few Princes in the Empire whom he has not impos'd 
on, at leaſt for ſome time. His Name and outward Ap- 
pearance procur'd him Friends ; among whom, he al- 
ways found ſome generous enough, or credulous enough, 
to ſupport his Luxary and Debauchery ſome Months ; 
but every where the ſame Contempt attended him in 
Proportion as he was known. Having thus run 
through the Empire, he return'd to ſhine again at Pa- 
ris With his Gleanings in Germany: He had the Dex- 
terity to re-eſtabliſh his Affairs there, in appeaſing his 
| clamorous 
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clamorous Creditors. Some lucky Hits at Play, and 
ſome Monies which he borrow'd of the Duke of 
R —, enabled him once more to paſs a Winter in 
Splendour. But as that Credit, which ſubſiſts by the 
Uncertainty of Gaming, or by borrowing, cannot 
long expect a Refuge; that of the Baron, which had 


no other Prop, began to totter. His Creditors were 
diſhearten'd by his Delays ;- and to pacify a very im- 
portunate one, he was forc'd to pawn his Watch and 
Jewels; he had nothing left but his Religion, and 
that he ſold too to the Ducheſs Dowager of Orleans. 
Like her, he had been bred a Lutheran, and embrac'd 
the Catholick Religion at the Solicitation of that Prin- 
ceſs, He firmly concluded, that this Sacrifice would, 
have purchas'd him ſome Employment, or ſome Poſt 
in the Court of the Duke Regent: But beſides that, 
that Princeſs never was a Bigot ; her Royal Highneſs 
thought herſelf oblig'd to proportion her Favours to 
the Worth of the Sacrifice: A ſlender Title was all the 
Fortune of the Baron ; and he never entertain'd a Scru- 
ple about Religion. All the Advantage which he 
drew from the infamous Sale of his Faith, was con- 
fin'd to ſome Livres, which the Ducheſs Dowager 


gꝛve him, and a very moderate Penſion, However, 
he reap'd ſome Benefit from the Protection of that Prin- 


ceſs, whoſe Name he borrowed to amuſe his Creditors 
for ſome Time. At laſt they loſt all Patience, and by 
joint Application obtain'd Power to ſeize his Perſon, 
One Day, as he was carrying to the Play the Chevalier 


„ Nephew to the Chief Preſident, he was 
lop'd in his Coach in the Middle of the Dauphine- 


 " % 1 Square. 
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Square. Through ſome Remains of Regard, they car- 
ry'd him to the Spani/ Hotel, which was oppoſite to 
that Place, in order to ſpare him the Confuſion of pal- 
ſing in broad Day through the Middle of Paris. The 
Baron, always fertile in Subterfuge, was leſs ſenſible 
of this Tenderneſs, than intent upon profiting by the 
Intereſt of the Chevalier. He had the Addreſs to 
make him enter with him, and to perſuade him that 
this Affront reflected upon him; and that, to preſerve 
his Honour, he ought to procure the Interpoſition of 
his Uncle. The too credulous, or too obliging Che- 
valier, inform'd the Chief Pieſident of this Adventure, 
and immediately they who had arreſted the Baron, re- 


ceiv'd Orders to releaſe him. 


The dextrous Baron, thus diſentangled, was over- 
joy'd, but built no Security on this Reprieve : He well 
foreſaw that his Creditors would infallibly rally again, 
and proceed with better Conduct: Whence he con- 
cluded, that to avoid Diſgrace, which was then leſs i 
familiar to him than it has been ſince, the ſureſt Me. “ 
thod was to quit Paris ; and that very Night he ſet : 
out for England. His firſt Appearance in London was j 
ſplendid enough, tho' leſs magnificent than at Pa- 
is ; and with the Ruins of his French Wardrobe, for 
ſome Months he pretty well maintain'd there the Cha- 
raQer of a Man of Fortune, His noble and inſfinuat- 
ing Air, fli!l] procur'd him Pupes among the Tradel- 
men, who enabled him to dreſs a- new; yet he ſoon 
perceived that they would prove no kinder to him than 
- the French, The Adventure at Paris having taught 


him to act with more Caution at London, he hop'd to 
avoid 


ſpunge a Supper of the firſt Man he met. Not daring 
then to appear by Day-light, he turn'd Author, to di. 
vert Solitude and Hunger. His firſt Eſſay was, The 
Secret Hiftory of the Ducheſs of Hanover, whom he con- 
cealed under the Name of Cunigonde, Princeſſe de Che. 
r1/2ues ; not out of Tenderneſs to the Royal Families 
concern d in his Hiſtory, but to give it a more myſte- 
rious Air. Aſter he had amaſs'd all that he had heard 
of her in the Places where that Princeſs had reſided, 
thoſe pretended Memoirs made but an ill digeſted 
Pamphlet. However, he offered it to the Lord Toan- 
hend, and wrote of it to the Secretary of State. He 


ious to the Royal Family, but that the 


„ if his Majeſty would 
recompence the Man that brought it. 


The Baron, without diſcom poſing 
nis Battery, and built on better Suc- 


e Party which oppos'd the Court. 
© Wrote in the ſame Strain to the Lady 


e 
and the Ducheſs of M—_ and deck'd his Intelli. 


e Capable of recommend. 
uring a Reward, Alas 
as worſe, no Money. But 
for in the midſt 
ing, in order to 
4 vend 


no Anſwer yet, and what w 


now Misfortunes overwhelm'd him 3 
of the Solicitation 


s Which he was purſu 
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vend, his injurious Writing, he was known, follow'd, 
and arreſted by his Creditors ; for in London tis all but 
one Action. There is no Country in the World, ad- 
ded the Engl Gentleman, where the Creditor has 
ſo extenſive a Power over his Debtor as with us. The 
Expence of arreſting a Man for Debt is trifling ; and 


leſs than an Hour a Writ is demanded, obtain'd, and 


Debtor, who in the mean time is often in Danger of 
dying by Wretchedneſs and Hunger in Priſon, This, 
perhaps, had been the Fate of the Baron of Polri/>, 
if Sir ==—=—_—_—_—_ }.--, a Relation of mine, and who 
gave me this Account, had not luckily been paſling 
through the Street, as they were dragging our Adven- 
turer to Goal. The Baron had known this Gentleman 


him with a Recital of his Adventures. Tis to be 
preſum d, that he placed his Aﬀions in the faireſt 
Light, and that he had always aſſum'd the Character 
of an unfortunate honeſt Man, tho' without convincing 
my Kinſman of his Honeſty. In ſo mortifying a Ren- 
counter, any other than the Baron of Polnitz would 
have conceal'd himſelf; but he had conquer'd Shame, 
and dreaded the Pangs of that much leſs than the Mi— 
ſeries of Priſon. He call'd to my Relation, and im- 
plor'd his Protection with moſt doleful Cries. Sir —— 
W-——, apprehenſive of drawing the Mob round him, 
which attended the Baron, pretended not to know 
him. He then omitted no ſort of Prayers, of Inſtan- 


ces 


the Forms of Law are ſo ſoon diſpatched, ſo that in 


executed. The Creditor there has even this Ad- 
vantage, that he is not even obliged to ſupport bis 


at the Smrna Coffee-Houſe, and had often diverted 


engage the Knight to prevent his going to Priſon; he 
was even hardy enough to fall on his Knees in the mid- 


dle of the Street to beg his Succour. My Relation, 


touch'd with his Tears, alighted from his Coach, and 
after having learn'd what the Debt was, and who the 
Creditor, paid for him ſeventy Guineas : And to pre- 
ſerve him from other Arreſts, took him into his Coach, 
and carried him to his own Houſe, which is priviled- 
ged. My Relation, having Opportunity at his own 
Houſe of a more perfect Inſight, aſſur'd me, that he 
never ſaw ſo odd a Compoſition of Wit, Irreligion, odd 
Principles, and Baſeneſs of Soul, as in this Adven- 
turer. Indeed, he thought he ſhould do Service to 
the Nation in making him quit the Kingdom; and 
taking the Opportunity of a Royal Vatch which 


was going to Holland, he found Means to get him on 
Board, 


After his Departure from Zngland, the Baron went 
to the Hague. He ſoon found Acquaintances there, or 


rather he renew'd thoſe which his Attendance on the 
King of Pruſſia thither had given him Opportunity to 
make. They who had ſeen him near that Prince, not 
knowing his Adventures, were delighted to ſee him a- 
gain. The Sprightlineſs of his Converſe, his genteel 
Air, and his Propenſity to Pleaſures, introduced him 
every where ; and eſpecially among the Merchants, 
who entertain'd no Diſtruſt of a Man kindly receiv'd 
by the beſt Families. He dreſs'd, he play'd, he gave 
Treats, and among others, a magnificent Ball: He 
C 5 made 
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ces, Proteſtations, and mean Submiſſion, which might 
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made even Efforts of Gallantry, in order to put him- 
ſelf on the Liſt of the old Counteſs of s Gal- 


lants: But as ſhe had known him in Pruſſa, where 
he never was accus'd, no more than elſewhere, of a 


violent Paſſion for the Fair-Sex, he was, perhaps, the 
only Man that ever found her cruel. Indeed, his Aim 


was directed to her Purſe, which has always been the 


real Object of Adoration among the fondeſt Favourites 
of that Lady, This Refuge failing, he found that 
Merchants have every where the ſame Maxims : Thoſe 
of Holland ſent one Day to attend his Levee, a Bode, 
as they call him there. This Bode is a kind of State 
Tipſtaff, who keeps his Priſoner in Sight, and lives at 
his Expence. This Meſlage appear'd rude enough to 
the Baron, but he was forced to receive him, and 
keep him too, *cill he ſhould receive conſiderable Re- 
mittances, which he pretended to expect every Mi- 
nute. He contriv'd, however, a Stratagem to diſen- 
tangle himſelf, which I can't exactly relate; becauſe 


the Count D —=, who lately gave me the Account at 


Aix, expreſs'd himſelf with ſome Difficulty, in French: 
All that I could catch was, that the Baron of Poln:z 
eſcap'd over the Houſe Tops, and retir'd to Aumſterdam. 


As he made his Eſcape in his Night Gown, and 


dorſt not appear without Cloaths ; in order to aſſiſt 


bim za procuring Money, he ſent for his Servant, whom 
he had left at the Hague; and as ſoon as he was arri- 
ved, he ſent him privately to buy a prodigious Baſon 
and Ewer of Braſs gilt, and ſome more Plate of the 
ſame Sort; and order'd his Arms, with magnificent 

Com- 
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Compartments, to be engraven on them. At the ſame 


Time he ſent for a Nea, of whom he defir'd to borrow 
Money upon Pawns. The Jew ſeeing a noble Perſo- 
nage, in a Brocade Night Gown, did not heſitate a 
Moment about the Parity of the Plate, and gave him 


upon it 800 Dutch. Florins, With this Money the 


Baron immediately pays his Landlord, mounts his 


Coach, takes up Cloaths, ard ſhifts his Lodgings. 


There he ſends for a Bookſeller, to whom he myſteri- 
ouſly ſells his Hiſtory of Cunigonde, and embarks in a 
Veſſel for Tay. The Veſlel went to Leghorn ; from 
thence the Baron went directly to Rome to the Cardinal 
of Polignac. He was ſo fortunate as to find, at his 
Eminency's Palace, ſome French Noblemen who had 
known him in his Splendor, and who had been pre- 
ſent at his Abjuration at Paris : He took Care to put 
them in Mind of it, and by their Means engaged the 
Cardinal to preſent him to the Pope. A Baron Proſelyte 
undoubtedly ſounded high at Rome ; and our artful 
Convert knew how to make the moſt of his Title. He 
inſinuated himſelf equally into the Cardinal Cienfue- 
gos, who procur'd him the uſual Penſion which new 
Converts are allowed by the Congregation De propa- 
ganda Fide. Some Preſents he receiv'd too from the 
Pope and the prime Cardinals, ſo that he had an In- 
come of above 1500 Scudi's per Ann. They ſhav'd 
him, to enable him to hold a Benefice; and as ſoon as 
ever he heard of a Vacancy, he forgot nothing to ſol- 
licit the Nomination ; and nominated he was at length 
— to a conſiderable Canonry in the Collegiate Church 
of Courtray, He apply'd for it with all his Vigour, 
| in 
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in order to a Delivery from that ſanRify'd Air which 
his Converſion obliged him to; and the Pope, to diſ- 
engage himſelf from the Baron and a Penſion, named 
him. The Baron us'd his beſt Diligence to take Poſ- 
ſeſſion ; but they diſputed the Pope's Right over that 
Church. The Archducheſs, Regent of the Low-Coun- 
tries, the Council of Brabant, and the Chapter of 
Courtray, abſolutely refus'd to admit him, and oppos'd 
it as an Innovation of the Court of Rome. This laſt 


depend upon it he has no Intentien to take the Wa- 
ters; but under that Pretence he lies in wait for ſome 
of our Guineas, to defray his Paſſage back to Rome, 
where he is going to re-aſſume his Penſion. He gave 
me this Hiſtory himſelf, and finiſh'd it, as uſual, with 
begging me to aſſiſt him. Notwithſtanding my Know- 


and after all I have been telling you, I'll lay a Wager, 
Gentlemen, that he'll get ſome of your Gold. For 
my Part, I don't expect to ſee him again, for I advis'd 
him to have Recourſe to my Relation, Sir 
7. He took the Hint, and attack'd me no 
more. As long as my Story has been, I am perſuaded 
( ſays the Eng/i/oman) that before he departs hence, 
he'll make ſome Addition to it. An Adventurer like 
him will hardly loiter in ſo fair a Path. 


Adventure has conducted hither the Baron of Polnitz ; 


ledge of him, twas with Difficulty that I repuls'd him; | 


As far as I ſee, ſays the French Captain, aſter ha- 
ving bubbled all Ezrope by Retail, he deſigns to bubble 
it in Groſs ; and he cou'd not chuſe a more convenient 
Place than this, where every Nation has its Repre- 

| ſenta- 


* 
— | > } _ BY 3 ay . wn 8 ſt. 1 — 


Ti, 


oth 


the German Spa. 37 


ſentatives. His Fancy rais'd a Laugh among us, 
and we communicated our Reflections on that Sort of 
Knights Errant, after having thank'd our Exgliſman 
for the diverting Hiſtory which he had related, and 
for the wholeſome Advice which he had given us. His 
Recital had ſo agreeably entertain'd us, that I was 
quite ſurpriz d to ſee the Table ſpread : It was but Six 
a Clock, and yet every Body met in order to ſup. 
To ſup at half an Hour after Six is an inviolable Rule 
at Spa, for the Conveniency of an Hour's Walk after- 


- wards, when the Weather permits; after which every 


one retires, to be in a Condition of riſing the next 
Morning at Day- Break. 


I believe the Reader will be pleas'd to take this Op- 
portunity of ſeeing, at one View, a Journal of the 
Employments of thoſe who drink the Spa-Waters ; and 
thought it expedient to inſtruct him in it once for all, 
to avoid Repetition, or ſuch Obſervations as might ap- 
pear impertinent in any other Part of this Book. 


The Regimen of thoſe who drink the 


Waters at Spa. 
2 HEY conſtantly riſe at Break of Day. 


2. At Four, every Body comes undreſs'd to > the 
Fountain of Poubon. 


3. At Five o'Clock at furtheſt, they who deſign for 
other Fountains, take Coach. 


, 4: At 
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4. At Nine all the Drinkers retire to dreſs. 
5. At Ten the Devout go to Maſs. 


6. At Eleven the Men go to the Coffee-Houſe if it 
rains, or if the Weather permits, walk in the Street. 


7. At Half an Hour ah Eleven Dinner every 
where. | 


8. At Two in the Afternoon they make Viſits, or 
go to the Ladies Aſſembly. 


9. At Four to the Play — or a Walking, either in 
the Garden of the Capuchins, or in a Meadow, which 


for that Reaſon is call'd the Four o Clock Meadow. t 
10. At Six — Supper every where. . 
11. At Seven — a Walk in che Seven o' Clock le 
Meadow. | | th 
| We 


12. At Ten not a Soul is heard in the Streets, and 
the Inhabitants conform to this Order, as well as the 
Beabelins. 


And this eſtabliſh'd Rule is never violated with Im- 
punity, but in Favour of the Ball-Days, the longeſt of 
which never exceeds Midnight. 


After this Digreſſion, which is introduRory to all I 
ſhall ſay hereafter, I return to the Sequel of my Nar- 
ration. We were ſoon ſeated at Table, and every Bo- 
dy was very different from what he was at Dinner. As 
this Meal follows fo ſoon after Dinner, it is always ve- 

| iy 
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ry light, and the Suppers at Spa are (properly ſpeak- 
ing) no more than Collations. And indeed every Body 
comes thither leſs through Hunger than for the Sake 
of Company, and in my Judgment this is not the leaſt 
engaging Hour of the Day. Then it is that every one 
communicates what he has heard and ſeen, and what 
has happened to him that Day ; and a Detail of the 
ſmalleſt Incident among the Drinkers gives Riſe to a 
thouſand Pleaſantries, which every one puts off ac- 
cording to his Fancy. One may conceive that this 
little Intercourſe of News and Adventures mult be very 
agreeable ; and I think nothing more proper to charm 
that Heavineſs, which is eſſential to the Place itſelf, 
than that joyous Air which is reciprocally communi- 
cated there. Thoſe of our Table, who had ſtaid at the 
Coffee-Houſe, told us the Tranſactions there. We 
learn'd that the Piece of Silver Stuff had been won by 
the Baron of Polnitx, and the Circumſtances which 
were told us, confirm'd in us that Opinion of this Ad- 
venturer, which our Eg/;/ Gentleman had before oc- 
caſion'd. | | 


This Eng/iþ Man, who was call'd Mr Lake, was 
one of the moſt agreeable Men I have ever known. 
He had travell'd a great deal, and knew a thouſand 


curious Things, which he gave an Account of with the 


beſt Grace in the World. We were ſo accuſtomed to 
his facetious Behaviour, that the Table was quite dull 
without him. He had been at Spa ſeveral 'Times be- 
fore, and perfectly knew the Cuſtoms of the Place. 
He was our great Refuge in thoſe dark and rainy Days 

which 
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which make the Time tedious ; and I fancy that a 
Man ſo charming in Converſation, is a real Treaſure 
in thoſe Places where the Regularity of the Pleaſures 
make them ſometimes inſipid. Beſides he lov'd Mu- 
ſic, and was a Performer too; and as he had perſected 
himſelf in Ita, he took Delight in diverting the 
Company. Tho' the Rain ad ceas'd early enough, 
yet nobody went to the Seven o'Clock Meadow, be- 
cauſe the Graſs was wet. Mr Lake, who thought of 
nothing but of delighting the Company, ſent for a Harp 
and ſome Violins, among which he did not diſdain to 
mix himſelf, and gave us a Kind of Concert, which 
entertain'd us very agreeably till Night. 


The next Day 1 was among the firſt at the Pouben 


Fountain. A Moment after came my Eng/i Ladies. 


I ran to meet them, and was receiv'd by them with 
that Air of Freedom, which is peculiar to the Waters, 
They diverted themſelves in making me drink as much 
as they, and in dubbing me a Knight of the Order of 
the Bobelins, which in the Language of Liege ſignifies 
| Drinkers. We went into a Toy-Shop, where I equip'd 
myſelf with a little Dial, which the Ladies ty'd with 
a Ribbon to my Button Hole. I purchas'd alſo a 
varniſh'd Cane, and as I was looking for one with a 
gallant Device, the moſt humorous of the Ladies mali- 
ciouſly forced me to take one which furniſh'd her with 
ample Matter of Mirth. Upon the Crutch of this 
Cane was repreſented a little Cupid, who was ſpitting 
Hearts near a Fire; and underneath was written, / 
make Roaft Meat of them. This Repreſentation open'd 
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to her ſuch a Door of Raillery, that I don't remember 
my ſelf to have laugh'd more heartily. She dragg'd 
me among the Crowd of Drinkers, and made every 
Body read the Motto. Mr Lake being there acciden- 
tally, was deſirous of a Share in the Mirth, and told 
her that he could ſcarce believe her thoroughly per- 
ſuaded of my Cruelty, becauſe my Services gave her 
no Diſpleaſure, and that an Acquaintance ſo ſoon 
form'd,. look'd as if we had not met at the Waters by 
Chance. This Interview taught me that this Lady was 
really a Woman of Quality, becauſe Mr Lake call'd 
her, My Lady. No Matter, ſays ſhe, you may be 
jealous of him if you will, but I have a Paſſion for 
this Youth, and I think I ought to love him out of 
Charity to my Sex; for ſince he roaſts the Ladies 
Hearts I'll amuſe him with mine, which is too old to 
ſear the Fire. I conſider'd ſome Time what Anſwer 
[ ought to make: However, I determin'd to anſwer 
her in her own Way, that fince ſhe had declar'd me 
her Knight, I would take Care to learn more Huma- 
nity in her Service, My droll Manner, which ſhe was 
fond of, made her overlook the Rudeneſs of an An! 
ſwer, which in Truth was excuſable on no other Ac- 
count, but becauſe it ſuited her Taſte. For her De- 
light conſiſted in ſaying agreeably whatever ſhe had a 


| Mind to ſay, without giving Offence. None was ever 


more Miſtreſs of the Art of a rough Civility, or of be- 
ing politely blunt. Ceremony diſguſted her; ſhe al- 
ways avoided it; and yet her Manner charm'd every 
body. When I aim'd at a Compliment on her good 
Humour, ſhe made Anſwer, * Knight of mine, I do 
| © not 
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« not imagine that you have any Deſign to pleaſe me, 
I wou'd even adviſe you againſt ſuch a View. But 
© if you have a Mind to ſee me, no Ceremony. Upon 
* that Condition, I ſhall be very fond of you while 
we continue at Spa ; but if you let looſe one Sigh, 
adieu all Correſpondence between us.” For my Part, 
ſays I, My Lady, I aſſure you, that as ſoon as ever 
* you quit your Pleaſantry and Humour, I renounce 
your Chains, and reaſſume my Freedom. I made 
my Peace with her by Means of this Compliment, 
which probably a delicate Reader will cenſure as unpo- 
lite. But that's no Matter, my Lady was ſatisfy d 
with it, and we paſs'd the Morning in this droll Sort of 
Gallantry, which very well diverted us. I led her to 
her Lodging, and long'd impatiently for the Pleaſure 
of her Converſation in the Afternoon. 


I fail'd not of being there at Three with Mr Lake, 
who was well acquainted with her. She gave us Cof- 
fee, after which ſhe propos'd a Walk in the Garden 
of the Capuchins, which was not far from her. I pre- 
ſenced my Arm, and Mr Lake led the other two La- 
dies. This Garden is the prettieſt Walk at Spa ; there 
are two very fine Alleys, tho' on a Declivity; but 
what is obſervable is, that it's the only Garden belong 
ing to their Order which Ladies are allow'd to enter 
They fay that the Founder gave the Land on that Con 
dition. I don't know whether the good Fathers a 
ſcrupulouſly fulfil the Founder's Intention in every 
Thing, but I know that it's fully executed in this 
Point ; for the Ladies walk there as freely as in the 

Street, 
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ſtreet. We took a Turn there; and top'd to view. 
| Fer eau, which ſtrack our Eyes. Tis a large Ba- 


yhich an Image of Chriſt is faſten'd, that pours out 


he Repreſentation ſhock'd me, and the Company 
erceiv'd it. My Lady proteſted to us that ſhe was 
W:andaliz'd at it too, and gave her Opinion of it with 

Freedom enough before one of the Fathers who 
as walking there. She told him that, tho' a Proteſ- 
ant, and by Conſequence under no Obligation of Re- 
pect to Images, yet ſhe thought it an extreme Indecen- 
y to proſtitute in ſuch a Manner that Image which 
Pome principally honours ; and that there was a real 
Profanation in converting ſacred Things into Objects of 
Amuſement. It was to no Purpoſe, that the good 
ather repreſented, that on the contrary it was in order 
to ſanRify Pleaſure ; my Lady ſupported her Cauſe 
with all the Superiority which ariſes from a Juſtneſs 
of Sentiment, and forced the Monk to acknowledge 
that at leaſt this Image was ſubje& to Raillery, all the 
Blame of which ought to fall on the Author of this ſu- 
perſtitious Invention. Though we were of the fame 
Opinion, we thought it proper to leave her the Glory 


of vindicating it, and in ſhort, we were ſurpriz'd to 


ſee a Monk ſo little inſtructed in his Religion, and a 


Woman of the World fo well eſtabliſhed in the Princi- 


ples of hers. But what will aſtoniſh the Reader is, 


that we went to the Ball from ſo religious a Confe- 
rence, which had laſted about an Hour. Such is the 
Way of living at Spa, where every one gratifies his In- 


pn, in the Middle of which is erefted a Croſs, to 


Water from the Wounds in its Side, Feet, and Hands. 


clination, 
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clination, becauſe every one thinks himſelf an Invalid, 
and Delight is there eſteem'd the ſureſt Remedy. My 
Lady permitted me to wait on her thither, and I had 
the Honour of dancing with her. The Company was 
numerous, it was the publick Aſſembly where every 
one that pays has a Right: However, it was almoſt 
entirely comp2s'd of Engliſb, at leaſt they had Poſleſſi- 
on of the Hall, and only danc'd with one another. 
The Ducheſs of appear'd there in great Luf- 
tre, and notwithſtanding her Languour, I remember'd 
thoſe lively Traces which had occaſion'd ſo many 
Sighs in the Court of Eng/and. My Lady iatrodu'd 
me to her, and ſhe did me the Grace to dance with 
me. It was an uncommon Favour, for. the Ducheſs 
was as haughty as handſome. She has been accus'd 
of returning Nobody's Salute, bat her Stiffneſs to the 
Royal Family may give ſome Conſolation to the Pub- 
lick. Perhaps the World has not done her Juſtice, 
and has miſconſtrued that Behaviour as Pride, which 
was the natural Conſequence of an extream Indolence. 
This Particular, which was born with her, diſcover'd 
itſelf even in her Dancing, and that's ſaying a great 
deal.; for every one knows that the Rapidity of the 
greater Part of the Exgliſb Country Dances, is enough 
to turn the Head even of a SpeQtator. The Ball laſted 
pretty long, and it was Eleven when we departed. We 
re · conducted my Lady to her Lodging, and 1 return'd 
to mine with Mr Late. 


Every Body there was in Bed: We ſupp'd tete a 
tete, and were juſt thinking of retiring when the Poſt 
from 


the German Toa. | * 


from Liege arriv'd. He btought me ſome Letters, and 
zmong thoſe which he brought for our Houſe, there 
were two for our Captain; by the Superſcription of 
which, we found that he was the Marqueſs of ——— 
was no Stranger to his Name; and as it was illuftri- 
dus, this Diſcovery encreas'd in me the growing E- 
ſeem which I felt in his Favour, and which he per- 
{ly merited. I no longer wonder'd that I had ſeen 
him neither at the Ball nor in the Walks, becauſe 
| had heard in general of his Misfortunes. I engag'd 
Mr Lake to aſſiſt me in diverting him, and we reſolv'd 
to make him one of us with my Lady. I attack'd 
him the next Day we walk'd together ; I even 
engag d him to come and play at my Lady's, who 
was charm'd with his Wit, and invited him to come 
whenever he pleas'd : Yet ſhe own'd to us, that ſhe 
thought him more polite than gay ; and that ſhe could 
have wiſh'd him the one rather than the other. A- 
croſs the Pleaſure which he ſeem'd to take, a Reſerve 
of Melancholy. and Sadneſs was diſcernable, which he 
could not conceal : And we paſs'd ſeveral Days with- 
out daring to ask him the Cauſe. However, my La- 
dy, as well as we, had a ſtrong Curioſity to know it. 
One Day, as Mr Lake led her to the Garden of the 
Capuchins, where I was with the Marqueſs, ſhe gave 
Birth to an Opportunity, I won't trouble you, ſays 
ſhe, in paſſing pretty near us; you ſeem engag'd in 
Affairs of Secrecy. The Marqueſs and I approac'd her 
to make our Honours, and to aſſure her that we were 
overjoy'd at being diverted by the Happineſs of her 
Preſence, No Compliments, Marqueſs, ſays my La- 


dy, 
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dy, only let us know what you were talking of. II 77 
lay my Life, continued ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to me, 
that the Marqueſs is telling you the Story of his paſt 
Loves, to varniſh over that Indifference which he ſhews 
the Ladies here. Be merciful, I beg your Ladyſhip, W 
ſays the Marqueſs, bluſhing, Indifference to the Ladies * 
has no Share in my Compoſition; I was born ſuſcepti. feaſu 
ple of Love, and paſſionate for the Fair Sex. I have 
lov'd ; I have figh'd all my Life; but Love, even 
the Shadow of a Love, has cauſed me ſo many Misſor. 
tunes, that I have every Inſtant Occaſion to recall laſs 
them, to refiſt that violent Inclination to love again, uh 
which 1 ſtill feel in myſelf, in ſpight of the melancholy her C 
Experience which I have already had. Mighty well, . 
anſwer'd my Lady, but I'm not ſo credulous ; and 1 in th 
ſhall always doubt whether you have a Heart or no, 
till I'm inſtructed in its Adventures. Reſerve fits ill 
on People of your Nation, and we are near the Point 
of parting for ever, that you'll run no Hazard in con- 
fiding in us. The other Ladies ſeconded the Requeſt, 
The Marqueſs excuſed himſelf, in that his Adventures 
had nothing in them delightful enough to ſuit a Place oo 
where People breath nothing but Pleaſure : However, * 
he was forc'd to yield to our preſſing Inftances. We 1225 
went into a green Bower near the great Baſon, where ter, 
the Ladies having ſeated themſelves, obliged the Mar- they 
queſs to place himſelf oppoſite to them, between Ms 7 d 
Lake and me; and after ſome Sighs, he began the N but 
r Story of his Wente ter 
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me, G V 
paſt | 
bet: Y Story, Ladies, has nothing is it but what is 


doleful ; and I believe it will affect you. The 
h Advantage which can accrue to me, is, that the 
Pleaſure of obeying you in this Recital, will probably 
ten the ſorrowful Remembrance of my Misfortunes. 
They attack'd me in my Cradle, and have obſtinately 


* urſu'd me ever ſince: The firſt of them was the 
cat {6 of my Mother at my Birth. The Circumſtances 
zan, þ which ſhe was raviſh'd from me are too much to 
holy ter Glory to be ſuppreſs'd. Our Family were Prote- 


ſants, and as it was in ſome Credit, it was not ſpar'd 
1 | the Times of Dragooning : Our Seat felt all the 
Fury of thoſe booted Miſſionaries ; they ruin'd the 


by Avenues, they ravag'd the Cellars, and their brutal 
RY Madneſs extended even to the digging up the Bodies 
Fa of our Anceſtors, (which had been bury'd in a Vault 
gelt. ar the Garden) and the throwing them upon the 
i Dung-hill. My Mother, who was with Child of me, 
lace as ſo affected with theſe Horrors, that ſhe fell ill: 
ver, The Officer who commanded the Dragoons, made 


We hem beat a Drum in the next Room, in order to force 
dere ler, by this Torture, to ſign the Abjuration, which 


har. Mithey offer'd her. She refus'd with Conſtancy, and 


Me Ned two Days after my Birth. My Father, who was 
the hut up in a Chamber above, could not prevail to ſee 
ter in her laſt Moments, nor to receive her laſt Sighs, 
7), becauſe he too perſiſted in the ſame Refuſal : But alas ! 
hey ſoon conquer'd his Reſolution, when they ſhew'd 


him 
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him the Body of my Mother expos'd in the Court up 


anc 


on a little Straw, where they threaten'd to leave thoſe 

precious Remains of his Love as a Prey to Dogs and 255 
Birds. This frightful Spectacle touch'd him ſo ſenſib 
ly, that at laſt he did what they requir'd, Then t * 
Dragoons retir'd, and took from him my Brother and thit 
me. My Brother, who was five Years old, was Ga 
brought up in a Society at Hons, by order of the the 
King; and my Education was entruſted to the Parſo 5 
of the Pariſn, who was to be reſponſible for me. At 92 
the Age of ſeven Years I was remoy'd to Paris, to the Yea 
College des quatres Nations, where I was inſtructed in hav 
the Roman Catholick Principles, *till I was thirteen they 
Years old; when my Father, after having given ſul. 8 
ficient Marks of his Converſion, had Leave to take 25 
us home to him. Twas there that I learn'd the Com- Led 
mencement of my Misfortunes; and I confeſs, that ind 
in ſpight of the Prejudices of Education, from that the 
Moment I felt a ſecret Abhorrence to the Religion by t 
| which I had been educated in. nili. 
to 
My Father, who profeſs'd it with Sincerity, as | ber | 
think, thought of nothing but of confirming us in it, ber | 
in order to eſtabliſh our Fortunes. He ſent me into the Inq | 
Army, and kept my Brother with him, Madam Se: 
Maintenan, who had our Converſion much at Heart, What 
becauſe of our Alliance to her, procur'd me a Cornet- ply 
cy in the Regiment of N . But as J was yet very or a 
young, my Father, who diſtruſted my Vivacity, re- en 
commended me to the Care of the Lieutenant- Colonel, Pr 
who was a Friend of his. This Officer, whoſe long 1 

] 


and 
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and glorious Services had acquir'd him a ſplendid For- 
tune, had married a Lady in our Neighbourhood who 
had been very dear to my late Mother. They liv'd 
together in ſweet Peace, and their Union ſuffer'd no- 
thing from the Tumults of War, or the Change of 
Garriſons. This happy Couple had no other Fruit of 
their Love but one Daughter, call'd Emilia, whom 
they were extremely tender of, and the Mother had 
educated with uncommon Care. Tho' ſhe was but ſix 


Years old, and my Advantage in Age might naturally 


have excuſed my Atcention to her growing Charms, yet 
they touched me ; and Love gave me then a Wound, 
which is not yet heal'd. I had the Honour of eating 
every Day at my Lieutenant-Colonel's Table with his 
Lady. Inſenſibly I look*'d upon him as my Father, 
and felt an unſpeakable Complacency in rendring her 
the Reſpects which I ſhould have paid to a Mother. 
By this continued Intimacy, I liv'd with the young E- 
nilia, as with a Siſter whom I was infinitely fond of: 
took a Pleaſure in playing with her, and in diverting 
her before Mama, and in the little Sports adapted to 
her tender Years : She us'd to call me her Husband, 
and I her my little Wife, This amiable Infant ſome- 
times aſtoniſh'd me with her Sallies and Anſwers ; but 
what moſt engaged me was, that Emilia had a Senſi- 
bility beyond her Age. She never ſaw us departing 
for a Campaign without weeping, as if ſhe had ſore. 
ſeen the Uncertainties of War. The Farewells which 


ſhe particularly beſtow'd on me, ſoften'd me even to 


Tears; nor did I begin to diſcover the Cauſe of this, 
ill J was taught it by the Part I ſuffer'd laſt War in 
Vo. I. N the 
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the Misfortunes of France. I was taken Priſoner in 
the Battle of Hochſtedt, and carry'd into Holland. In 
the Diviſion which the States made of their Priſoners, 
I was ſent to Fr;/e, which is not the moſt engaging of 
their Provinces. I ought, however, to confeſs, that 
the Politeneſs of the Nobles, and the Humanity of the 
Inkabitants, ſenſibly leſſen'd the Griefs which I felt in 
my Exile. As ſoon as I had inform'd my Fatker 
where I was, he made- me Remittances confiderable 
enough to live bandſomely. I wrote too to the Lieute- 
nant- Colonel, to know the Situation of his Fortune, 
and to receive News of my dear Emilia. She begg'd 


Leave to write to me, and T receiv'd Letters from her 


ſo full of Tenderneſs, that at length mine unveil'd it- 
ſelf: The inimitable Marks of an Infant's Careſſes 
were ſo lively painted in thoſe Letters, that I believed 
them to be-her own ; and they confirm'd me in my 
Opinion of her Wit. Nothing comforted me ſo much 
in my Exile as this little Correſpendence, which her 
Mama approv'd of as inſtructive to her; and which, at 
her Time of Life, was of no Conſequence : It was not 
ſo with me ; I was always full of this lovely Infant ; 
the Idea of my dear Emilia purſued me every where; 
ſhe was at the Bottom of all my Projects, and the Joy 
of ſeeing her again was my ftrongeſt Motive to deſire a 
Change. At length I learned that J was at Liberty, 
and that Madam Maintenon had procur'd me a Troop 
of Horſe. This Account alarm'd my Heart, becauſe 
I was afraid of being tranſplanted into another Regi- 
ment, and thrown beyond the Reach of ſeeing and con- 
verſing with my dear Emilia. Indeed, I ſhould have 


pre- 
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preſerr'd the Pleaſure of ſeeing her, to my Advance- 
ment. This Inquietude made me go directly to her, 
when I arrived in France, to diſcloſe the Concern of 
my Heart: I was overjoy'd to learn there, that I con- 
tinu'd ſtill in the ſame Regiment; and my Traniports 
betraying my Paſſion, I expreſs'd it in Terms which 
gave her Father room enough to gueſs the Truth. He 
thought himſelf oblig'd to bid his Lady obſerve my 
Behaviour, becauſe now their Daughter grew old 


enough to think of regulating her Condut, In Effect, 


Emilia, whom I had not ſeen in the Space of two 
Years, was vaſtly altered ; her Features had unfolded 
themſelves, her Shape was form'd, and every Thing 
in her diſcover'd the Sketch of the moſt charming Per- 
ſon that ever liv'd : Tho' ſhe was fair, her Eyes were 
large and ſprightly, and marvellouſly enliven'd the 
Sweetneſs and Tenderneſs which were painted in her 
Face. She had the fineſt Complexion in the World ; 
and that Bloom of Beauty, which nothing but Youth 
can give, was heighten'd by the Charm of her riſing 
Boſom. She had all that could compoſe a perfect 
Beauty: Beſides the Proportion of ber Features, the 


fine Turn of her Face, and the Delicacy of her Shape, 


ſhe had that Agreement of the Whole, which has hi- 
therto found no Name. In a Word, Emilia charm'd 
me, and I had not Courage to tell her ſo, Reſpect 
took Place of that Familiarity which we had liv'd in, 
and my Paſſion naturally perform'd what her Father 
deſir'd. But, as it often happens, that a Fire becomes 
more raging by all Endeavours to ſuppreſs it, ſo my 
Paſſion encreas'd by Reſtraint. I lov'd Emilia to Ex- 
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ceſs, and burnt with a Deſire of revealing it; but my 


Fear of diſpleaſing her, taught me to forbear the dear 
Declaration, even in Spight of myſelf. Emilia feign'd 


an Ignorance of my Paſſion, and her Modeſty conceal'd 


from me the Eſteem ſhe had for me. My Reſpect for 
her, made me find a Sweetneſs in this Reſerve. I don't 
doubt, Ladies, but you are well acquainted with the 
Value of Sighs, which proceed from a reſpe&ful and 
itifled Paſſion. The ſucceſſive Deſires which it gives 
Birth to, have a Delicacy beyond Expreſſion : Doubt- 
leſs you would aver, that theſe nicer Joys are the Pri- 
vilege of a Love founded on Eſteem and Virtue, and 
diſtinguiſh it from that brutal Paſſion which tends only 
to Poſſeſſion, and always ends there: Every thing con- 
tributed to the Increaſe of mine. The Virtue of my 
dear Emilia regulated all its Motions ; the Sweetneſs 
of her Converſation gave unſpeakable Joy ; her virtu- 
ous Behaviour, and the Sublimity of her Sentiments, 
wound up my Reſpect to ſuch a Height, that I thought 
her the Standard of Virtue : I durſt not even take my 
Leave of her, when I departed for the laſt Campaign 
which I made with her Father, for fear I ſhould be- 
tray my Tenderneſs at Separation. This Campaign, 
which was ſo fatal to France, was ſo too to my poor 
Emilia : There ſhe loſt her Father, who died glori- 
ouſly in the Battle of Ma/p/aguet. The Senſe of this 
Loſs was reflected from his too tender Daughter to me, 
without any Abatement: But as my Duty detain'd me in 
the Regiment, I could only write to the Widow to en- 

deavour her Conſolation. The Peace of Uzrecht giving 
us ſome Reſpite, I came to Paris, where Madam de — 
had 
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had removed with her lovely Daughter. Our firſt 
Interview was exceeding moving. The Tears of Emi- 
lia gave new Energy to her Charms and my Love. To 
give her a Proof of it, I ventur'd to ſolicit Madam 4s 
Maintenon in their Behalf, As her Influence was ſtill 
as great as ever, ſhe had the Goodneſs to procure an 


Addition to the Widow's Penſion. The Thanks ſhe 


paid me on that Account, gave me an Occaſion of de- 
claring to her my Paſſion for Emilia; and after ſome 
Sallicitation, ſhe had the Goodneſs to approve it. It 
was then indeed, that Emilia charm'd me by a Decla- 
ration of her Sentiments in my Favour. I took Lodg- 
ings in their Neighbourhocd, that J might be within 
Reach of my dear Emilia, during the Year I ſtaid at 
Paris to make my Court to Madam Maintenon ; now 
and then viſiting my Regiment, and ftriving to recon- 
cile my Duty and my Love. The King's Death fi- 
niſh'd his Favourite's Reign, and my Happineſs. How 
mild ſoever the Regency appear'd, it had its Severities, 
and exerted them too towards Emilia's Mother, in re- 
trenching her Penſion. I ſolicited the Re-eſtabliſhment 
of it with all poſſible Zeal ; and by the Intereſt of the 
Abbeſs of Chelles (to whom I was powerfully recom- 
mended) I obtained it at the End of fix Months. That 
Princeſs was then at Val de Grace: I engaged Emilia © 
and her Mother to wait upon her, and thank her for 
her Goodneſs to them. Alas ! I little knew the Preci- 
pice I was jumping down : But who can ſee into Fu- 
turity ? In going out of her Highneſs's Par our, we met 
the Prince of —— . In all Appearance he was vio- 
lently ſmitten with Emilia's Beauty: As ſhe follow'd 
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her Mama (whom I was leading to the Coach) he of. 
fer'd his Hand to conduct her thither too, and un- 
doubtedly ſor an Opportunity of entertaining her. We 
made no Reflection on this tho” ſo particular a Civility; 
and we attributed this Diſtinction to the native Gallan- 
try of the Prince. Emilia herſelf turn'd off the Con- 


verſation, to bring it back to the Service which I had 


juſt been doing them. That generous Maid, who was 
full of Delicacy, knew well, that tho' the Share 1 
rock in their Affairs was founded on my Gratitude to 
her Mama, yet it was equally owing to my Tender- 
neſs ſor heiſeif, She ſaid one Day to me on that Sub- 
jeQ, that ſhe was mortify'd to ſee me employ my Cre- 
dit in their Behalf inſtead of uſing it to improve my 
own Intereſt at Court ; and that ſhe could fcarce pre- 
vail on herſelf to give me her Hand, ſince ſhe could 
give fo little with it. This Diſcourſe gave me 
Pain, and reſolvirg net to be out done in Genercfity, I 
threw myſelf at her Feet, ſwore an eternal Love; and 
aſſur'd her, that in Circumſtances finitely lower, her 
Merit would be the only Object of my Wiſhes ; and 1 
begg'd her Mother, who was preſent, to haſten the Ac- 


complihment of them. She had the Goodneſs to re- 


peat her Aſlurances of Eſteem; and we reſolv'd that ! 
ſhovid make the Propoſal to my Father. I departed 
next Day in order to find him. He receiv'd my Pro- 


poſal with Joy, and immediately wrote to the Mother 


to beg her Conſent that the ancient Union between 
the Families might be ſtrengtbned by a new Link. My 
elder Brother, who was of a ſickly Complexion, de- 
fired my Father to give me all the Advantages he 


could, 
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C0! 
lar 


of. 


the German Spa. 55 


could, and advis'd him to purchaſe ſome Farms to en- 


large my Portion; becauſe my Father, by means of 
Money fallen to him, had purchas'd an Eftate of three 
hundred thouſand Francs, which he was endeavouring 
to ereR into a Marquiſate, and which would deſcend 
to the eldeſt Son. Accordingly, he made conſiderable 
Changes upon this Occaſion, to enlarge my Fortune; 
and I muſt avow to the Honour of my Brother, that 
in this Affair he behaved very differently ſrom what is 
uſual among elder Brothers. I ſet out again for Pa- 
ris, with my Father's Conſent, and a Senſe of his Fa- 
vours in Behalf of my Marriage. Emilia receiv'd me 
with all imaginable Tenderneſs. The Conſent of our 
Families permitting her at length to lay open her Sen- 
timents with Decency, ſhe aflJur'd me, ſhe had never 
wiſh'd any Thing ſo ardently as to be able to convince 
me of her Eſteem : For in ſhort, my dear Marqueſs, 
ſaid ſhe, if your Cares have prevented my Tenderneſs 
for you, mine have trod upon the Heels of yours. I 


lov'd you without knowing it. I blamed my ſelf for it 


as ſoon as I perceived it ; becauſe, as my Fortune was 
leſſen'd by the Death of my Father, I imagin'd I ought 
not to engage you in a Paſſion ſo little conducive to 
your Advancement. My Situation appear'd to me ſo 
improper to procure your Happineſs, that I ſentenced 
my ſelf to ſtifle this growing Paſſion, and to confine it 
within the Verge of Eſteem : but unable to ſuppreſs 
the Flame, I reproach'd myſelf for having ſuffer'd you 
to diſcover tha: my Sentiments ih your Favour exceed- 
ed that Eſteem. Your Generoſity conquers my Scru- 
ples 3 and ſince you believe that the Union of our 
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Hearts may contribute to your Happineſs, aſſure your- 
ſelf, my dear Marqueſs, that you have mine while I 
have Life. So tender a Speech awak'd in me the ut- 
molt Senfibility of Gratitude ; and I renew'd all my 
Vows to her, ſealing em with a Kiſs which I ravifl'd 
from her beauteous Hand. Alas! 'was the only Fa- 
vour ever granted me by that virtuous Maid. Thus 
we paſs'd ſeveral Days, from Morning *till Night en- 
tertaining ourſelves with mutual Tenderneſs, and re- 
gulatipg the Preparations for our approaching Union. 
However, it was deferr'd on account of the News 
which I receiv'd of the Danger in which my Brother 
was. I was obliged to go and lay his Caſe before one 
of the King's Phyſicians in whoſe Abilities he confided, 
and who, at that Time, was in the Country about ten 


Leagues from Paris. I took Leave of Emilia and 


her Mother with Diſquiets which I could not account 
for. I was even aſtoniſh'd at the mutual Softneſs 
which paſs'd between us. It was not natural for ſo 
ſhort an Abſence ; but was the Effect of thoſe Fore- 
bodings which we feel without knowing them. I re- 


turn'd the next Day. My firſt Care, at my Arrival, 


was to go to my dear Emilia, But how great was my 
Sarpriſe to find her Mother all in Tears, and to ſee 
her regard me with Horrour, What's the Matcer, 
Madam, ſaid I, and what has happen'd ? And dare 
you g ſk me, perfidious Man, (anſwer'd ſhe) after what 
you have done ? Is there a blacker Crime than yours ? 
After having ſeduced my Daughter and cover'd her 
with perpetual Shame, you come here to inſult me 
with affected Civility. This is the Reward of my Ten- 
derneſs for her and you. O unhappy Mother, cry'd 


ſhe, 
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ſhe, how much am I to be pitied ! You may eaſily 
imagine how deeply theſe Reproaches affected me, un- 
juſt as they were. The Diſorder into which they 
threw me, ſcarce leſt me Power to frame an Anſwer; 
but my Tears and Sighs ſupply'd their Place ; and not- 
withſtanding my Prayers to the Mother, to unfold the 
Fate of Emilia which I was yet a Stranger to, I could 
get nothing but new Reproaches. Ungrateful Man, 
ſaid ſhe, have I deſerv'd this Uſage ? Was one Month's 
Delay ſo long to one who had ſigh'd ſo many Years ? 
Return me my Daughter and be gone. At that Word 
J was thunder-ſtruck, and the unhappy Mother, un- 
derſtanding my Confuſion as a Confeſſion, embraced 
me in her Arms, and tenderly ſaid to me, Ah! Sir, 
if it is not yet too late, let us avoid the Diſhonour of in- 
famous Report: Reſtore me, Sir, reſtore me my dear 
Emilia. That Name ſo dear to my Love, awak'ning 
my Innocence and alarming my Paſſion, I threw my- 
ſelf at her Mother's Feet, and proteſted to her that J 
had not ſeen her Daughter, And indeed, what Ground 
was there for this Charge againſt me, whoſe Fondneſs 
was always blended with ſo much Reſpect, and who 
had no Reaſon to apprehend a Diſappointment ? The 
Lady's Grief furniſh'd all the Likelihood for her Suſ- 
picions ; and the Tears which I ſhed, the Oaths, the 
Proteſtations which I made, at length gain'd Belief that 
Thad no Share in her Abſence. How long, ſaid I, has 
ſhe diſappear'd ? inform me of the Circumſtances ; at 


any Hazard, even at that of my Life, I il learn her 


Fate. Emilia's Piety is too delicate to let her forget 
ber Duty; I know her Sentiments, and have no doubt, 
either of her Affection or her Virtue ; Undoubtedly, 
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Madam, Violence has been offer'd = You are 


injur'd, Marquels, reply'd the Lady all in Tears; tis 


you muſt revenge my Daughter, and vindicate your 
H onour and mine. 


_ After having allow'd ſome Moments to the firſt Mo- 
tions of our Grief, I learn'd that my dear Emilia went 
out about Noon the Day before to go to Maſs in the 
Church of St 7%, the Gates of which open'd into a 
Street where almoſt all the Houſes were ſhut. I went 
to inform myſelf among the Neighbours if they had 
ſeen any thing. I could find no Traces. I waited on 
the Lieutenant of the Police to prefer my Complaint to 
him, and to beg his Aſſiſtance in my Search. He had 
the Goodne's, immediately to ſend Scouts abroad, and 
diſpatch'd an Order to all inferiour Officers to examine 
into all the Inns and publick Houſes, and to inſorm 
themſelves of all who had been there for two Days. I 
went myſelf to abundance of ſuſpected Places; but our 
Inquiries met with no Light, no Glimpſe of Diſcovery. 
At laſt I went to the Qvinze Vingts, to find out the 


blind Man who kept his Station at the Gate of St 


Falle, to know whether he had heard any thing of this 
Adventure. As ridiculous as this Inquir y may ſeem to 
be, yet this very blind Man gave vs the firſt Intimation 


of Emilia's unhappy Fate. He told me, that a little 


Beggar had inform'd him that he had ſeen a Lady put in- 
to a Coach with ſome Violence. Upon his aſſuring me 
that he knew where this Beggar liv'd, I gave him wo 


Louis d'or, and took him into my Coach in order to 


find the other. In Effect we found this Boy, who con- 
firm'd the blind Man's Account, and I carried them 
bot: 
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both to the Mother. The Boy among ſeveral Pictures 
eitinguiſh'd that of Euilia, and even deſerib'd the 
Habit which Emilia wore that Day. Theſe melan- 
choly Tokens only confirm'd our Misfortune without 
bringing any Relief. However, I ſent for the Officer 
of that Diſtrict to take their Depoſitions, which were 
immediately ſent to the Lieutenant of the Police; but 
his exact Inquiries could make no further Diſcovery. 


We made no doubt of Emzlia's being carry'd off; but 


knew not where to fix the Suſpicion. Theſe Rapes 
had been very faſhionable at Paris for about a Year 3 
ſeveral young Women had been miſſing; and within 
three Months before, the Daughter of a Merchant in 
St Honoria's Street had been taken from the very Door 
of her Father's Shop. Theſe melancholy Examples 


gave us no Conſolation, and we had no Relief but in 


our Tears. I did not forſake Emi/ia's Mother, be- 
cauſe I found an Eaſe in bewailing with her our mutual 
Misfortune. 


L was one Morning engaged in this forrowful Em- 
ployment at the Foot of her Bed, when a Servant 
brought up Word to his Lady, that a Gentleman want- 
ed to entertain her upon an Affair of the greateſt Mo- 
ment. As ſoon as he enter'd, he frankly deſit'd that 
might retire. The Lady told him that he might 
freely open himſelf before me; but whatever Argu- 
ments ſhe could allege, he inſiſted upon a private Con- 
ference, and I retir'd into a neighbouring Cloſet. As 
ſoon as he found they were alone, he told the Lady 
that he came to give her News of her Daukgter. Alas! 
ſaid ſhe, I was lamenting her with the Gentleman 


whom you obliged to quit the Room ; give me Leave 


D 6 to 


60 The Amuſements of 


to re-call him: No Body has more Intereſt in her than 
he ; he was upon the Point of marrying her. Imme- 
diately ſhe call'd me to come and learn News of Emilia. 
Ah, Sir, cry'd I, you reſtore us to Life: Tell us quick- 
ly the Place of her Retreat. Here you ſee a diſconſo. 
late Parent and a deſperate Lover. The Gentleman 
| anſwer'd, that ſhe was not loſt, and that with great 
Prudence and Secrecy ſhe might regain her Liberty. I 
come, added he, to offer you my Arm and my Life, 
as well as the Lives of three of my Friends if the Exi- 
gency require it: They are, like me, Men of Reſolu- 
tion —— TI was preparing to follow him; but the 
Lady ſtopping me, begging him to tell her, at leaſt, 
where her Daughter was. The Gentleman declin'd it, 
becauſe good Manners would not permit the Relation 
| before a Lady. At length, the Force of Sollicitation 
drew from him —— that the virtuous Emilia was in a 
Brothel where ſhe had been forcibly placed. At this I 
fell in a Rage, and burning to have the fatal Myſtery 
unravel'd, trembled for Fmilia's Innocence. Her Mo- 
ther, all in Tears, begged the Gentleman to finiſh 
this ſtrange Relation, in order to the better concerting 
her Delivery. He told us, that the preceeding Day 
he went to a Houſe of Pleaſure in the Suburbs of St 
Martin in order to paſs the Night there. There, ſays 
he, I aſk'd for a pretty Girl, and they gave me an Ac- 
count of one exquiſitely handſome, but ſo coy, that 
the Prince of could not prevail (then we knew 
the Author of our Miſery.) The Gentleman continu- 
ing his Recital went on. I regarded theſe Commenda- 
tions as the common Artifice of that Sort of Women in 
order to promote their infamous Buſineſs. In ſhort, 
whether thro' Vanity or my Deſtiny, I reſolv'd mo 
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this Girl. I'll own to you that I ſuſpected her Coy- 
neſs towards the Prince of —— owing only to his De- 
formity. They conducted me to her, and I found her 
charming tho" all in Tears. I endeavour'd to warm 
her with my Careſſes, which ſhe repuls'd with Threats 


of attempting every thing againſt herſelf and me. Such 


uncommon Severity, in ſuch a Place, aſtoniſh'd me. 1 
aſk'd her with what Deſign ſhe came there, and whe- 
ther ſhe was detain'd there by Force? You appear ge- 
nerous, ſaid ſhe, and Ill acquaint you who I am; per- 
haps you'll be touch'd with my Condition. They 
took me from the Gate of St J%e's Church. I have 
been here this Week. My Mother lives in ſuch a 
Place, and if you'll condeſcend to inform her of my 
rightful Situation, I hope Heaven will reward you. 
Her Tears which accompany'd this Diſcourſe touch'd 
me ſo ſenſibly, that my Paſſion changed into Reſpect. 

[ aſſar*d her, that her Virtue had nothing to fear from 
me; and that I wou'd aſſiſt her to my utmoſt. I paſs'd 
the Night with her, leſt if J quitted her, ſhe might be 
deliver'd into the Hands of ſomebody brutal enough to 
offer Violence to her; and this Morning I wait on you 
with theſe Advices. 


— 


Emilia's Mother laviſh'd her Tears during this Reci- 
tal, which rais'd me to a Pitch of Fury hardly manage- 
able. We bleſs'd the generous Gentleman for his Re- 
gard to the innocent Emilia; and, in ſpight of the va · 
ious Paſſions which agitated us, we could not help ad- 
niring the Force of Virtue, which could command Re- 
ſpet even in a Place dedicated to Vice, and from thoſe 
who were its greateſt Enemies. At length, after ha- 
ing deliberated on various Meaſures, we relolv'd to 

walt 
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wait on the Lieutenant of the Po/ice, whither the ge⸗ 
nerous Gentleman would accompany me. The Lieute- 
nant, delighted with the Diſcovery, immediately ſent 
for the Officer of the Diſtrict, and in the mean time 
diſpatch'd Scouts and Spies round that infamous Place: 
And then mounted a Company of Guards to ſurround 
it. However, he was of Opinion, that I myſelf, with 
my Friend, ſhould go to amuſe the Miſtreſs of the 
" Houſe, and guard the Place. The Gentleman under- 
dertook to entertain that infamous Creature, and I de- 
manded a Sight of her whom they call'd the Coy One 
in that infernal School, Immediately they forced that 
innocent Victim into the Room where I was, without 
regard to her Tears and Cries. She was pale, disfigur- 
ed, her Eyes bath'd in Tears. Good God ! What a 
Spectacle for a Lover; and how ſenſibly was my Soul 
touch'd at the cruel Situation of my dear Emilia. 1 
drew near to comfort her and to inform her of our Con- 
trivance : But her Grief and Virtue teaching her to 
ſuſpect every thing in that Sink of Infamy, ſhe repuls'd 


me rudely without knowing me. Immediately diffoly- 


ing into Tears I threw myſelf at her Feet, and ſaid to 
her, Emilia, my dear Emilia, don't you know your 
reſpectful Lover? Good God — cry'd ſhe, where am 
I, and what do I fee! and in ſpeaking thus, ſhe fell 
into a Swoon. IT catch'd her in my Arms, and ſtrove 
in vain to revive her. I was forced to call Help. My 
Friend ran to us in the Moment that we heard the 
Guard which ſurrounded the Houſe, The Commiſſary 
hearing ſome Noiſe in the Houſe, and believing that 


- ſome Violence was offered us, gave the Signal, and in- 


troduced his Train. They ſeiz'd immediately the de- 
: teſtable 
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eftable Bawd, and with her ſeven of her domeſtick Pro- 
ſitutes. They were carry'd out, venting a thouſand 
Imprecations, the Occaſion of which was glorious to 


Inilia, and were led to a Goal on Foot 1 in the Face of 
the Sun. 


During theſe Emotions, Emilia revived ; and caſting 
her Eyes upon me, ſaid faintly, My dear Marqueſs, to 
phat a Fate was I reſerv'd ? What does my dear Mo- 
ther ſay, and what does ſhe think of her unhappy 
Daughter? She admires your Virtue, ſays I, and will 
be here in a Minute to embrace you : For I had ſent 
my Coach for her, and the Commiſſary went in it, to 
beg her to come and ſee and receive her Daughter. 
She ſoon arriv'd, and as it was yet high Day, the Com- 
miſſary advis'd us to flay there *till Night to avoid 
Noiſe. It's impoſſible to expreſs the Joy we felt in re- 
covering Emilia, and in ſeeing her Virtue triumphant 
even in the Temple of Vice. Our Eyes accuſtom'd 
to Tears, pour'd out thoſe of Joy. The Mother em- 
braced that dear Daughter, while I raviſh'd her Hand. 
do moving a Sight ſoften'd the whole Company. The 
Gentleman to whom wes ow'd her Deliverance, found 
himſelf forced to pay a new Homage to Emilia's Virtue. 
He begg'd her on his Knees to forget the Injury which 
ie had deſign'd her. Forgive, Madam, ſaid he, the 
brutal Fury which a blind Paſſion had inſpir'd me 

'with. Your Virtue more prevalent than my Ten- 
'dency to Vice, taught me a Leſſon of Wiſdom, which 
J ſhall never forget. If I ought to bluſh at having 
'receiv'd thoſe Inſt ructions in a Place of Debauchery, 


'the Glory of having been inſtrumental to your Deli- 
very 


_ 


—— 
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very will wipe off the Ignominy. Perhaps Heaven 
conducted you hither only to make your Chaſtity 
© ſhine forth, and to reduce me to Virtue.” The ſweet 
Emilia raiſing the Gentleman, embraced him (by her 
Mother's Order) and handſomely return'd him Thanks 
for the generous Pains he had taken; and as the 
Night was arriv'd, we conducted Emilia home, where 
the Lady, her Mother, detain'd at Supper the Gentle. 


man to whom we ow'd the Recovery of that virtuous 
Maid. 
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While we waited Supper, the Lady deſir'd her dear 
Daughter to acquaint us with the Circumſtances of her 
Rape. She told us, that in going out of the Church, 
ſhe was accoſted by a well-dreſt Gentlewoman, who 
amus'd her with Diſcourſe, 'till inſenſibly they came 
over-againſt a Coach; and immediately ſhe found her- 
ſelf forced into it by two Servants, without having 
Time to cry out, The pretended Madam placing her- 
ſelf there in a Moment, drew up the Windows, which 
were of Wood, like thoſe of Hackney Coaches, and by 
thoſe Means cut off all Relief. The Coach after ſeve- 
ral Rounds ſtopp'd in a Court where they made her a- 
light, and from thence ſhut her up in a Chamber which 
look'd onlyinto that Court. In the Evening of the ſame 
Day, ſays fhe, I ſaw the Prince of ———- enter, 
who propos'd to entertain me in convenient Lodgings, WM" 
with a ſhining Equipage and /wenty thouſand Livres a 1 
Year. I ſtrove to diſſemble the Horrour which I felt br 
at this Propoſal, in repreſenting mildly to the Prince, Tea 
that as my Heart was pre-engaged, I could not accept re 
his Offer; and that he might depend on the Sincerity li. 

1 of 
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en this Refuſal by the little Notice I had taken of his 
ity Whilets : For, added ſhe, I had receiv'd two by means 
eet Wh a Beggar, who had artfully convey'd 'em into my 
er Whok ; and through fear of diſquieting my Mother or 
FE f alarming the Marqueſs, I ſuppreſs'd them, imagin- 
A ro that this Contempt would repulle the Prince. How- 
le. er, finding that theſe Arguments did not move him, 
5 nd that he was preparing to make uſe of all the Ad- 

rntages Which Solitude gave him, I ſeiz'd the Candle- 
tick which ſtood on the Table, and vow'd to defend 
nyſelf againſt his Brutality to my laſt Breath, My 
Reſolution terrifying him, he retir'd. As ſoon as he 
js gone, the Woman who had carried me away came 
hchide me for my Severity, and made me remove to a 
hamber among half a Dozen infamous Creatures in- 
Inted to corrupt me. Spare me, ſaid Emilia burſts 
g into Tears, the Scenes of Lewdneſs and Obſcenity 
hich T was Witneſs to during the two or three Days 
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jeh Ne Monſters of Iniquity were let looſe upon me. No, 
| by ll with all its Horrours contains nothing more fright- 


than thoſe curſed Creatures. I moan'd, I wept, I 
mk'd the Aſſiſtance of Heaven, and begg'd for Death 
nery Minute; and ſweet it would have been to me. 
length the Prince return'd to me, and believing me 
liced by ſo many infamous Leſſons and Examples, he 
new'd his Promiſes and Threats. I recall'd my for- 
tt Reſolution ; and after having reproach'd him with 
i Brutality in the ſtrongeſt Terms, I threw myſelf all 
Tears at his Feet, and begged him not to ſully the 
ire of his Houſe by ſo infamous a Stain. But find- 


him unmov'd at my Tears, I changed my Tone. 
| How 
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How ſcandalous is it for you, my Prince, faid I, tc 
buſy yourſelf in ſeducing a Woman of Faſhion, whilel 
you ought, like your Anceſtors to be employ'd in win 
ning Battles. Go, cowardly Prince, and ſeek elſewhere 
a more glorious Death; for, be aſſur'd your Life ſhal 
pay for an Attack upon my Innocence. Stung wit 
this Diſcourſe he retir'd, call'd me inſolent, and told 
me that I ſhould have Leiſure to repent. 
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After this Victory I was confin'd in my Chamber nde 
*till this Gentleman came to demand me; and you knoy 
the reſt, ſaid ſhe, melting again into Tears. We imaf 
gin'd that the Prince having proceeded ſo far du 
not attend to thoſe Motions of Pity which he felt ; an 
as one Crime is the Foundation of another, in ordert 
conceal his, he had reſolv'd to leave Emilia in that in 
famous Place. In that Imagination, the next Day 
conducted Emilia's Mother to the Lieutenant of th 
Police, and begged him to puniſh privately the miſei 
able Conductor of this Enterprize. That Magiiira 
was inexorable ; and tho' he perceiv'd the Force « 
our Arguments, he told us that the Publick Good re 
quir'd ſhe ſhould be made a publick Example; and al 
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cordingly the next Day the Sentence was pronounced . fol 
| e mi 
This Wretch, after having paſs'd thro' every D tho 


gree of the moſt infamous Debauchery, had erected Den 


her Houſe a publick Academy of Vice. She liv'd in ost 
very handſome Houſe and kept an Equipage neat et u 
nough. In ſhort, ſhe was a true Lais, and had rev of 
the ancient Proverb, wiz. Non cuivis Homini conting ts fc 
adire Corinthum ; for indeed it coſt a Piece of Gold Wa 


end 
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„ toller her Door; and Strangers made it a Point of Re- 
chile on to viſit this infamous Place. Her Puniſhment 
win attended with ſuch comical Circumſtances, that I 
here rt doubt, Ladies, you'll be willing to know 'em. 
ali wretched Creature was mounted and ty'd on an 
with, with her Face to the Tail, and led by two of the 
told ecut ioner's Servants, who had before ſhav'd her 
ad at the Caſtle- Gate. On her Back was fix'd a 
ſiting which in two Words deſcrib'd her infamous 
nber ade. She was followed by the ſeven unhappy 
Know eatures found at her Houſe. They were bareſcot, 
ima white but batter'd Gowns, and their Hair looſe 
dur bout any Head-dreſs. At every Croſs-way in Paris 
and de Hangman ſhav'd one, and every time whipp'd their 
der (Qfimous Principal, whom at length he conducted with- 
at ini the Gates of Paris, whence ſhe was for ever ba- 
Day bd, after having been branded with an Iron. Her 
f thin Damſels were led to the Hoſpital through the 
mile ats of the Mob. 
iſtra | | | 
ce This Penalty, juſt as it was, compleated our Miſery. 
od % could not endure the Publication of her Miſ- 
nd afF'"v2e : She declar'd to us that ſhe had refoiv' dat to re- 
ce for a Fortnight into the Convent of =o in 
middle of Paris, there to purge her Eyes and Ears 
ry DEF thoſe Obſcenities which ſhe had been witneſs to. 
Qed e much ſo ever this Reſolution alarm'd me,. it was 
"4 in obe for me to break it. The Lady her Mother 
neat Niet with her thither, fearing they might take Advan- 
revivi! of Emlia's Melancholy, to infuſe into her a Fond. 
ntin for the Cloyſter. But in vain ſhe watch'd her: 
old %% had taken her Reſolution, and at laft told her 
ent plainly. 
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plainly. When her Mother preſs'd her Engagement 
to me, which Jeſt her no Power to form new ones ; th 

| Marqueſs, ſays ſhe, is too generous to compel me, an 
|| | I am too miſerable to wiſh him a Share in my Infamy 
1 I won't ſo much as ſee him till L have compleated m 
Sacrifice by taking the Vows. The Lady her Mothe 
who was always in hopes of conquering her, had co 
N ceal'd her Reſolution from me; but it could not b 
long conceal'd. Ah, what a terrible Blow was this t 
my Heart! I wept, I threaten'd, I ſent for the Supt 
rior of the Convent; I reproach'd her with having {q 
duc'd my dear Emilia; I begg'd at leaſt to ſpeak t 
her, but all in vain. I went and inform'd the Card 
nal Je Noailles, of the Wrong I ſuffer'd ; and his Em 
nence had the Goodneſs to go to the Convent and ex: 
mine the Affair. He talk'd with Emilia, and found hi 

ſo reſolute, that he himſelf perform'd the Ceremony ( 

C giving her the Veil: He brought me the ſorrowful At 
\ Count, and a Letter which Emilia had wrote to me. 
preſerve it, ſays the Marqueſs, and will read it to ye 
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Emilia's Letter to the Marqueſs of —. 


FT E R the fatal Stroke which your Eyes we. 
0 Witneſſes to, I thought nothing remain'd b 
the Neceſſity of baniſhing myſelf from 'em for eve 
©*Tis a Method which Providence has made uſe of 
tear me from a Paſſion which perhaps I ſhould ha 
© been unable to regulate. Let us comfort ourſelve 
my dear Marqueſs, and ſubmit to that ſuperiour Po 
© er which has placed an unſurmountable Bar betwe! 


us. Iam told * you are impatient to ſee me: 
* Wh 
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men What would ſuch an Interview avail but to re-kindle 
thin me a Fire which I ought todread ? Alas! miſera- 
, an ble Woman as I am, even in writing this I experience 
amy how much I ought to fear and to avoid you. No, my 
d m Dear, demand no more to ſee me. That's at an 
othel od. A Veil, Walls and Grates, if poſſible, will 
coli lide my Shame for ever. Adieu. The Tears which 
ot all upon my Paper redouble at that cruel Word. A- 
his i ieu, — once more I bid the laſt Adieu, my dear 
Supt Marqueſs. If to be belov'd will ſatisfy you, aſſure 
ng (ff bourſelf that you are more ſo than ever Man was. 
ak 0 l ; Emilia. 


Tender as was this Letter, continu'd the Marqueſs, 
liſing it, I look'd on it as the Sentence of my Death. 
ow, Emilia, cry'd I, even in the Preſence of the 
rdinal, is it thus you treat your unhappy Lover? 


ony ( 
ye Sighs of ſo many Years have ye deſerv'd this Re- 
ne. Wnpence! O Sir, how barbarous is your Religion! 


Nas it not enough that it coſt me a Mother, mult it 
bb me of Emilia too! In ſhort, Grief made me ſpeak 
hmany indiſcreet Things, that 4 Prelate leſs moderate 
lan the Cardinal of Paris would have taken 'em ill: 


S We! 

deb ut the good Cardinal pity ing my Condition ſtrove to 
eve mort me. He employ'd all his common - place Per- 
of ves to aſſuage my Tranſports ; but all in vain, I 


jt his Palace full of Love and Fury, and that Agita- 
im threw me into ſo violent a Fever, that I was 
iced to go to bed when I came home. My IIIneſs 
kcreas'd to ſuch a Degree, that my Life or at leaſt my 
kalon was given over for loſt, I ſell into a perpetual 
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Delirium which laſted more than three Months, duri 
which I repeated every Moment the Name of Emilie 
I ſpoke to her, I wrote to her, and it was only 
| ſpeaking of her to me, that I was prevail'd on 
comply with the Preſcriptions of the Phyſicians. T 
Lady her Mother who came every Day to ſee me, toi 
ſo much Care of me, that in a Month after the Fe 
had left me, I was ſtrong enough to go abroad. 
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Immediately I went to the Convent where Emi 


perſiſted to the End in refuſing to ſee me, that ff l h 
might not expoſe herſelf to be tempted to decline t nd | 
cruel Sacrifice which ſhe was preparing for. I cur: (ard 
a thouſand times (as I went out) the Cloyſter anc it td 2 
Grates; and meeting an Officer, a Friend of mi ſoul 
whom I had not ſeen a long time, and who was ig nd 
rant of my Misfortunes, I took him into my Chariot lea 
make him the Recital. After ſome Turns àu Co Har z 
where the Phyſicians had order'd me to take the A tl 
we went to the Regent's Coffee-Houſe. One Stro ho 
was wanting to the Completion of my Misfortun me 
and I met that Stroke. As my Thoughts were enfla wok 
ed by the Recital which I had juſt made, I ſpoke t ler 
| loud and too unguardedly of the Prince of — Ie nth 
read with Delight a Ballad made on a Piece of his GM” ſy 
lantry : The Song turn'd upon a ſmall Diſaſter, w &d uf 
deſery'd, in my Opinion due to the Baſeneſs of bis PH 
ſion. Iatoxicated with the Pleaſure of this Reveny ut! 
I forgot who had lent me the Song, and I put it do 
upon a Table, fo that no Body doubted my being t by 


Author. The Prince was told of it; and the Rege 
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yerjoy'd at an Opportunity of obliging him ſent me to 


te Baſtile. Six Months I endur'd this melancholy Con- 


nement ; and I had paſs'd four of 'em before I could 
in the Governor's Permiſſion to write a Letter to 


inilia's Mother, who was very uneaſy at my Conditi- 
mn. That Lady went to the Cardinal, and from thence 
the Lieutenant de la Police, to beg that he would 


ten my Impriſonment, and to learn my Offence, 
That Magiſtrate came to fee me. I confeſs'd my In- 
tiſcretion to him; and as he knew the Foundation of 
i, he had the Goodneſs to ſpeak of it to the Regent; 
nd his Royal Highneſs order'd my Enlargement. The 
Cardinal of Noailles, by an Exceſs of Prudence, inſert- 
da very hard Clauſe. His Eminence was afraid I 
bould diſturb the fatal Ceremony of Emilia's Vows ; 
nd to prevent that Diſturbance, the Warrant which 
xleas'd me from the Baſtile order'd that I ſhould quit 
tarts the ſame Day; that I ſhould not return there 
til after fix Months, and that in twenty-four Hours 
[ſhould render myſelf at my Garriſon. I had only 
ime to go and embrace Emilia's Mother, and then I 
took Poſt to lie at Meaux. From thence I wrote to 
ter dear Daughter, to reproach her with the Severity 
with which ſhe refus'd to ſee me; and the next Day I 
urſued my Road towards my Regiment. There I liv- 
d upon Tears and Sighs,. prepar'd for thoſe new Miſ- 
brtunes which have ſince fallen upon my Head with- 
tut Inter miſſion. | 8 


Here the Marqueſs ſoftning into Tears, we inter- 
upted his Recital to condole with him, and to conſider 
| how 


eee — — 
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another time. The Ladies too, diſcreetly turn'd of Fel 


While we were at the Capuchins a great many had arriv 


; ſelf the Count of L 


rope. He entertain'd us with his Equipage, his Fool 
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how very juſt lis Grief was. We begged his Par dy 


don for our little Railleries intended purely to diverM the! 


him; and my Lady taking him by the Hand laid 
had a Mind to a Turn or two in the Walk be 
fore we retired. She thank'd the Marqueſs for wha 
he had recited of his Hiſtory and begg'd the Sequel a 


the Diſcourſe to another Subject; and to diſſipate hi; 
Melancholy we accoſted ſome Cl Ladies whom wd 
convey'd home, 


We found the Company much encreas'd in our Inn 


ed; and there fell to our Share two Engli/bmen, a 
Ttalian Cavalier, two Ladies, and a Gemtleman of 
Brabant whoſe Folly gave us a Comedy OM Day 
during the reſt of the Seaſon. He pretended to be 
Chamberlain to the EleQor of Colagne, and call'd him 
„ tho' his Father, who was 
brave Officer, had always contented himſelf with the 
plain Title of an honeſt Man, and which he alwa- 
ſupported. This young Man began with giving uy -* 
Pedigree into which he hook'd all the Families in 


men, his great and little Liveries, and his annual Ex- Co 
pence. After that came the Liſt of his Succeſſes in Cu 
Love, and all in a Breath a Detail of the Treats of 
which he had made at Aix, and which he deſign'd for di 
the Ladies at Spa. Mr Lake, whoſe whole View wass 
Diverſion, confirm'd him in his Projects: He diſſem- “ 
bled a firm Belief of all his Impertinences. and pro- 


mis d to Introduce him among the Ladies. Every Bo- ng 
dy 
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dy liſten d to' em; we diverted ourſelves with hearing 
them, and were over joy'd that this ſenſeleſs f op had 


andi laid himſelf open at firſt. 

be 
vha As ſoon as we roſe from Table we join'd Mr Late to 
el a reproach him with his Cruelty in playing off the young 


Fellow; but he aſſur'd us that we ſhould ſee Inſtances 
> hig enough of his Extravagance and ſo we did indeed. 
1 WO Mr Lake alledged it was Charity to puſh the Folly as far 

as poſlible, as the only Means of reclaiming him: For 
Inn! ur Parts we pitied him; and the Marqueſs, who had 
rriyMW ſeen the World, remark'd, that this young Fellow 
was a ſort of Don Quiæot who had ruin'd bis Under- 


* landing. by aping the Man of Quality. He was in 
Day ſhort a ſhallow Coxcomb ; or as they fay at Paris, a 
Rs Coxcomb turn'd out of the Mould unfiniſn'd; one who 
him join'd native and affected Folly together. His whole 
Wh Compoſition was Art; his Air, his Behaviour, his 


Gate, and even his Complexion. 


Next Morning he appear'd at the Fountain in all his 
Graces. His Face was brighter than the Morning, 
ind he had placed there Patches in exact Order. His 
Coat was diſtended like a Hoop-Petticoat. He had his 
Curls, his Lap-dog, and his Trinkets like the Actreſs 
of an Opera. However, he call'd all this his Diſha- 
ile. His two Servants follow'd him; the one carry'd 

lis Cup upon a Napkin, and the other held a Napkin 
o wipe his Mouth and Fingers after Drinking. The 
Marqueſs, ſerious as Ire was, could not forbear Japgh- 
ng at this Sight. He came to find my Lady and the 
Vol. I. E other 
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other Ladies where I was, to obſerve the Concluſion of 
this Comedy together. My Lady propos'd the join- 
ing him for nearer Obſervation ; and as ſhe had the Art 
of making a quick Acquaintance, ſhe congratulated 
the pretended Count of L-— upon his Arrival. Our 
Fop, already regarding her as a Conqueſt which his Me- 
rit had made, approach'd her with an Air of Aſſurance 


to make his Reverence. My Lady return'd it in Eng- 


lib — that is to ſay, extreamly low. The Count re- 


turn'd her one to the Right and another to the Left. 


We join'd 'em one by one to enhance the Number ot 


his Bows : We were five, and by Conſequence had 


thirty Congees of him. They were comical enough, 
and Rigaudon himſelf of jumping Memory never made 


the like. Every Body gaz'd on us, and I believe this 


dumb Scene had not ended ſo ſoon, if my Lady had 
not told him that People of Faſhion made uſe of leſs 
Ceremony. He allow'd it ; but in Excuſe of his, he 
alledged the Correſpondence which he was obliged to 
hold at Aix with Burghers, whoſe Converſation he 
fear'd had ſpoil'd his Behaviour. I am quite aſham'd 
of it, ſays he, and I'm ſure my Couſins the Princes 
of Heſſe will attack me upon it when they come to 
my Houſe. My Lady, ſenſible of his Foible, faid, 
ſhe had heard that he had Relations in the Court of 
England too ; and fancy'd ſhe had heard him men- 
tion'd as a Couſin to the Dutcheſs of P——, Yes 
ſare, ſays he, and I propoſe to go and ſee her. 
I'll ſhew you the Way, ſays my Lady: She is here, 
and has with her a very amiable young Lady, Hamil- 


en. Hamilton! ſays he, ſhe's my Couſin, my Great 


Grand- 
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i Grandmother was of that Fam ily. I'll go and ſee her. 
- Tell me, Sir, ſays my Lady, du you viſit your Rela- 
p tions every Year ? Yes, Madam, ſays he. O' my 


Word, ſays my Lady, I pity you ; for you muſt make 
the Tour of Europe then. The Count underſtood 
her literally, and made us a new Detail of his Couſins, 
the meaneſt of which was at leaſt a Lord. Mr Laze, 
;- IJ who diverted himſelf much with ſeeing him, took a 
Glaſs of Water and drank the King of Sweden's 
Health, who to be ſure was his Couſin too as being 
ot Wl Chief of the Houſe of He. and propos'd to him the 
ad Drinking to all the Princes of that Houſe. I immedi- 
h, ately ſaw that he would have drunk to all the Princes 
de in Germany. I believe in my Conſcience, ſays my 


his Lady, that your Mother was a fine Woman, and your 
ad Father an eaſy Man, ſince you abound ſo in Relations 
eſs of Rank, It's probable the Count did not hear this, 
he 


ſince he anſwer'd her only with a Bow, and ſet out, 
with his Train, for his Toilet. 


When' he appear'd again nothing could be more ex- 
act: His Curls were different from thoſe in the Mor- 
ning 3 his Red was better placed ; his Patches ranged 
in new Order ; he had on a Coat of Silk, lighter and 
more ſplendid. Every Thing was match'd ; his Ring, 
his Sleeve-bnttons, his Barda/h, were all of the ſame 
Colour with the Lining of his Coat; and we always 
— bund him religiouſly obſervant in thus matching his 
cre, Things, tho' he often changed his Suit. His Man, 


mil- the true Ape of ſuch a Maſter, imitated even his Co- 


reat {Wouring, and never fail'd to wipe the Pencil on his 
and- Mown a Cheeks to enliven his Complexion. 
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Morning, and he came pretty late to Table.” We all 
maliciouſly roſe up, to beſpeak Congees, and fine ones 
we had. We were ambitious to help him ; but he 
was not at Leiſure to eat yet. His Man brought him 
firſt a vaſt Handkerchief which he had forgot upon his 
Toilet: Then he was forced to ſign two or three Letters 


which his Valet had written for him either to Counts 


or Barons. Before he began to eat he miſs d his Snuff- 
Box; it was brought him; but as if through croſs 


Purpoſes, they brought him Saniſb when he wanted | 


Rapee. The ſecond Snuff. box came. Both were very 
fine, and he ranged them by the Side of his Plate, and 
placed there a Gold Tweezer too. After he had thus 
ſpread his Trinkets, which we gazed at in Silence, he 
at laſt took ſome Soup. He enliven'd the Deſert with 
a thouſand Prettineſſes ; he cut the F ruit into a hun- 
dred different Shapes, and preſented them to us, ob- 
ſerving that he had touch'd 'em with nothing but his 
Knife. In thort, my Lord Coliſichet was a trifling 
Trifler to him. At laſt, that none of his Graces or 
his Toys ſhould eſcape us, he ſeem'd uneaſy to know 
what Hour he might wait on his Couſin the Ducheſs 
of . He led the Converſation to the Subject of 
Clocks, which gave him Opportunity to draw out a 
monſtrous Gold Watch, embelliſh'd with little Brilliants, 
and a long Chain loaded with Rings and motto'd Seals 
L all of them Favours, the Hiſtory of which he en- 
ter'd upon. | 


The Marqueſs's Curioſity and mine abating, we left 
"wh 


| Theſe important Cares had buſied the Count all the 
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with him Mr Late, and went to divert my Lady with 
the Recital of this Comedy. And certain it is that 
that which at firſt gave Mirth, gave Diſguſt enough at 
laſt; ſo true it is that there are Bounds to the Ridicu- 
lous, beyond which it palls upon us. ,Tho? this 1s but 
an imperfect Sketch of the Count's Vanity, yet the 
Plurality of Readers I ſuppoſe will think it an imagi- 
nary Character: *Tis however copy'd from Nature; 
and the Marqueſs made ſeveral judicious Remarks on 
the Occaſion. We are ſurpriz'd, ſays he, when we 
read the Characters of Theophraſtus, la Bruyere, Belle- 
garde, or even the Comedies of Moliere, ſo ridiculouſly 
have they painted ſome Perſons of their Times. Thoſe 
Deſcriptions ſeem ſtrain'd; and either from Self. Love 
or from Compaſſion to Mankind we hardly perſuade 
ourſelves that Men are as fooliſh as Authors repreſent 
them; at leaſt, we are ſecretly inclin'd to fancy that 
they have forged ridiculous Characters to divert the 
Age. We judge thus only becauſe the Originals which 
they copied from are loſt. We had made the ſame 
judgment of any Author, who had introduced our 
young Gentleman on the Stage, if we had not ſeen him 
here. After all, ſays the Marqueſs, this Character, ex- 
travagant as It is, is by no Means aſtoniſhing. It is 
founded on Reaſon. A certain Impreſſion of Right 
and Truth is ſtamp'd on every Man, and he that va- 
ries from it is odious. Hence it is that we pity De- 
formity, and laugh at the Poſture-Maſter. Our De- 
teſtation of Falſhood is carry'd ſo far, that we more 
readily pardon a profeſs'd Libertine than a devout Hy- 
pocrite ; becauſe the Mind finds ſomething generous 
in hs open Debauchee, and ſomething great in com- 
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plexional Vice, while Diſſimulation diſcovers Baſeneſs, 
and *tis a Kind of Theft, where what a Man imitates 
is not his own. We carry'd this Converſation pretty 
far, which my Lady enliven'd by her Sallies. Be it 
as it will, ſays ſhe, this Count is a lucky Hit for us, 
let us draw from it what Diverſion we can. Let's go 
to the Ducheſs of , Where they play to Day, 
Perhaps we may find him there. 


There he was ſure enough, and diverted us with an 
important Air as ſoon as he ſaw us enter. 'The Du- 


cheſs, pre-occupy'd by Mr Lake, had perſuaded him 


that my Lady had a Paſſion for him, and came thither 
only on his Account. He was confirm'd in that 
Fancy by my Lady's Praiſes of his fine Air, his Ad- 
jultment, and his genteel Behaviour. O' my Word, 
Sir, ſays ſhe, your elegant Fancy diſcovers itſelf all 
over your Perſon ; and in Caſe of Neceſſity, one might 
find the late Celadon in you. This Compliment, which 
made us laugh, made my Lady Miſtreſs of the Count's 
Heart. He approach'd her, and offer'd her a Ball, 
My Lady artfully wav'd it, and deſired him to make 
the firſt Offer to the Ducheſs, who found herſelf diſ- 
pos'd to accept it the Thur/day following at our Inn, 
where the Hall is pretty large. 


This Ball was preceeded by a Game at Cards, a Sup- 
per, and a Concert. In the Morning the Count ſent 


a ſwinging Noſegay to the Ducheſs, who took no | 


great Pains in her Dreſs. Conſcious of her Charms, 
ſhe came in a perfect Simplicity of Habit. She 
brought twenty-four Ladies, who placed themſelves at 
| | | 5 Table, 
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Table, and were ſerv'd by Gentlemen. The poor 
Count, as unhappy as ridiculous, could not wear a new 
Coat which he purpoſely ſent for from Liege. As ill 
Luck would have it, he had read that Morning in the 
Gazette that fome German Prince was dead ; and, un- 
der the Pretence of being allied to him, he thought 
himſelf obliged to wear Mourning, He conſulted e- 
very Body upon it, and they ſpightfully gave it in fa- 
vour of Black. He had a Kind of Frock, of which 
he made a ſecond Mourning rich enough : It was a 
Coat of black Silk upon a Silver Tiſſue Waiſtcoat, 
with fringed Linen. Even his Face was partly in 
Mourning ; the Vermilion with which he had plai- 
ſter'd it was cover'd with a Squadron of Patches of 
different Forms. He had a great Moon upon his Fore- 
head, and had flank'd his Eye with a vaſt Creſcent. 
My Lady counted ſix, and ſaid to him with her Air 
of Raillery ; *tis pity, Sir, you have not ſeven of them 
to repreſent every Planet. Nothing could be more 
comical than to ſee him open the Ball thus equipp'd : 
He look'd like a Pall, and the mournſul Entrance 
made every Body laugh. The Ducheſs wore white 
Callicoe, and a Head-dreſs of Mechlen Lace. Her 
Noſegay hang ſo careleſsly by her Side, that it diſco- 
ver'd her Eſteem of it. Her melancholy Air, her 
Paleneſs, and her Indolence, ſtruck the Eye with ſome- 
thing like a Dance of Ghoſts in E/y/um. The care- 
leſs Compoſure of the Ducheſs, and the ſecond Mour- 
ning of the Count, made the pleaſanteſt Contraſt I 
have ever ſeen. The Air of Fatigue in that fine Wo- 
man, and the ſtudied Affectation in her King of the 
Ball, added new Occaſions of Laughter : Every Part 
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danced in him, his Mouth, his Eyes, his Head, his 
Arms; in ſhort, every Thing moved in Time; but 
all diſtorted. 


Thus the Ducheſs huddled over the firſt Minuit, 
and immediately fat down. Aſham'd, probably, of 
having contributed to the Count's Folly, ſhe excus'd 
herſelf from ſurther Dancing on Account of her 
Health: To have had a ſick Ducheſs dance with him, 
fAitter'd the ſtupid Vanity of the Count extreamly; 
and he defign'd her a Place in the Liſt of thoſe who 
had died Martyrs to a Paſſion for him. However, for 
good Manners ſake, he order'd ſome Refreſhments 


ſhould be preſented to her, while he whiſpered her Ill- 


neſs to every one in the Room with an Air of Plea- 
ſure, which gave every Body room to oueſs his Satif- 
faction in it. The Ducheſs perceiving it thought it 
Time to undeceive him, and re-enter'd. the Dance. 
She danced five or fix Minuits following, with a great 
deal of Grace, and retir'd. Though it was but a Step 
to her Lodging, the Count's Coach was ready at the 
Door to carry her; ſhe refus'd it, but could not hin- 
der his waiting on her to the Door with four Flam- 


beaux. 


After theſe Movements, the Count return'd to the 
Ball, and put round great Baſons of Sweet-meats, Bil- 
kets, and ſugar'd Puffs with Motto's on 'em, which 
amus'd the Company agreeably enough. He broke 
theſe Puffs iu the Ladies Hands, and when he met a 
Motto to his Taſte, he pin'd it to his Coat, and call'd 
it a Declaration of Love, The Ladies, who confider'd 
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13 him as a Man of no Conſequence, diverted themſelves 
at with chooſing Motto's of Love for him, and with giv- 
ing 'em to him in a myſterious Manner; and he 
thought them all paſſionately fond of him. My Lady, 


t, particularly, acted her Part in it; ſhe pretended to 
5 have found this Motto under his Hand; 

er . Your Charms have touch'd my Heart; 

up With Kindneſs eaſe my Smart. 


ho She gave it him with ſo tender an Air, that he verily 
or believ'd her ſmitten, and came to entertain her with 
nts Wl Tittle Tattle. She began to find herſelf entangled, 
- and thought ſhe could not better diſengage herſelf than 
ea- by telling him that his Hair was diſcompos'd. Under 
iſ- WM Pretence of putting a Ringlet in order, ſhe {lid her Fan 
it down one Side of his Face, and took off all the Var- 
ce. niſh of it. Dancing, and the Warmth of the Day, 
eat had heated him extreamly. His Sweat had moiſten'd 
tep me Pomatum, and the Powder which his Head was 
the loaded with, and had made very diſagreeable Ridges 
in- on his Face, which he durſt not wipe off; my Lady's 
| Fan had done him that good Office, and defaced in a 
Moment a whole Morning's Work : He did not im- 
mediately perceive it; but going to take out a Lady 
to dance, he rais'd every Body's Laughter. He re- 
ſembled the old God Janus with his two Faces. The 
Count had one Cheek as red as a Cherry, and the o- 
ther like Tobacco-pipe Clay; and ſome accidental 
Shades made it very comical. He join'd in the Laugh 
with the firſt, not knowing that it was at his Expence, 
which made our Diverſion run higher: But the Lady 
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he would have danced with, having charitably acquain- 
ted him with the Diſorder of his Colouring, he flew 
like Lightening to repair it. Tis eaſy to imagine that 
this was a ſtinging Affliction to the beautiful Narci/as, 
We ſaw Fury painted in his Eyes ; theſe were the on- 
Iy Parts of his Face which retain'd any Thing natural, 
for his Cheeks were ſtill daub'd enough to have hid 
his Confuſion from us. His Abſence giving us Liber- 
ty to burſt out, this Scene diverted us much more than 
the Ball: We had Leiſure enough to indulge ourſelves 
in Mirth, while the poor Count was at his Toilet. 
The refitting his Face was not the Work of a Mo- 


ment; he was a whole Hour about it: But it was al- 


ready eleven o'Clock ; before he return'd every Body 
had retir'd, and we left the Fiddles alone. This Ad- 
venture diverted us for ſome Days after. The Du- 
cheſs rallied him cruelly upon it ; and what aſtoniſh'd 
us was, that an Affair ſo calculated to correct his Folly 
had no Effect on him. He ſeem'd even induſtrious in 


ſubjecting himſelf to Ridicule, and ſucceeded in it ſo 


well that he carry'd it to the utmoſt be as we 
ſhall find in the * 


1 had now been a Fortnight at Spa, without having 
ſeen the Fountains round the Town. I mention'd it 
to the Marqueſs and Mr Lake, and propos'd carrying 
the Ladies thither. My Lady engaged the Ducheſs, 
and we appointed the next Day. 1 took Care to be- 
ſpeak four of the moſt convenient Coaches I could find. 
All theſe Preparations were in vain, One of thoſe 
Tempeſts, ſo common in mountainous Countries, broke 

the 


the German Spa. 83 


the Party. I never heard it thunder ſo terribly as that 
Day; the Air ſeem'd all in a Blaze with the Light- 
nivg which flaſh'd inceſſantly ; and the Burſting mul- 
tiply'd by the neighbouring Mountains, roar'd horrib- 
ly, and without Intermiſſion. The Rains which fell, 
in leſs than an Hour form'd a Torrent, amazingly ra- 
pid, through the Town : We thought it Charity to 
encourage my Lady under the Terrors of this Storm 3 
and the Marqueſs, Mr Lake, and I, went to her. 
There we paſs'd the Afternoon, and as my Lady was 
not diſpos'd to Cards, Mr Lake told us ſeveral new 
Extravagances of our impertinent Brabancon. Scan- 
dal and Raillery are the Refuge of People unemploy'd: 


and yet, tho' this Sot furniſh'd us with eternal Matter 


of both, his Follies became inſipid. Truly, ſays my 
Lady, we do him too much Honour to mention him 
ſo often. I ſhould think it more worth the while to 
prevail on the Marqueſs to finiſh his Adventures. E- 
very Body approv'd the Advice; and the Marquels, 
unable to decline it, thus re- * his Story. | 


The Sequel of th Hiſtory of the Mar- 


gueſs of —. 


HE ann Ladies, which you ache in 

a Senſibility of my former Misfortunes, aſſures 

me that you'll pity thoſe which follow'd. Tis true, 

in loſing my Emilia for ever I loſt all that J held dear: 

yet that Loſs did not take away my Senſe of the 
Miſery which afterwards purſued me. 


You may remember, that I was confin'd in the Ba- 
tile, 
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ſtile, and that at the End of fix Months I was releas'd 
by the Sollicitation of the Mother of my dear Devotee. 
During my melancholy Confinement I loſt my Father, 
which was the firſt News I learn'd from Emilia's Mo- 
ther, when I went to embrace her at my Enlarge. 
ment. I was extreamly afflited at it. He was the 
beſt Father in the World, and his Tenderneſs for us 
had ſhewed itſelf too plainly. Tho' he was of a very 
advanced Ape, I was afraid my Diſgrace had ſhorten'd 
' His Days; and that Imagination embitter'd my Loſs 
in Proportion to the Account I heard of his Grief. 


Among the Letters which Emelia's Mother had re- 
ceiv'd for me during my Impriſonment, and which 
ſhe ſent me at my quitting Paris, I found one from 
an old Friend of our Family, which acquainted me 
that my dying Father expreſs'd a good deal of Reſent- 
ment at the Violence he had ſuffer'd from the Dra- 
goons, and that he feared Heaven would puniſh his 
Prevarication in my future Misfortunes. This Pre- 
diction made an Impreſſion which my laſt Troubles have 
awaken'd in me: But the Intereſt of my Heart being 
then entirely engaged in Emilia's Retreat, I continu- 
ally wrote to her Mother to engage her Authority in 
the Recovery of my virtuous Lowe. At the ſame 
Time I plotted Means of carrying her off, which, im- 
poſſible as they were, flatter'd my Grief for ſome Time, 
tho' the ſteady Virtue of my Emilia was an unſur- 
mountable Bar. To compleat my Sorrows, my only 
Brother dy'd at this Juncture; and while I was em- 
_ ploy'd in bewailing his Death, Emilia herſelf ſent me 
Word that her Vows had made me wretched beyond 
hs | | Redemption. 
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Redemption. My God, what muſt a tender Heart en- 
dure in theſe Circumſtances! To loſe at once a Father, 


a Brother, and a Love, without finding any Abatement 
of one Loſs by another : What an Abyſs of Sorrow ! 


Sometimes the Elder Brother's Title and Eſtate are a 


J Conſolation to a Younger Brother in my Situation: But 
Is Thad loſt a Brother dearly belov'd, ſo I had no Re- 
liſh to his Eſtate, ſince my dear Emilia did not par- 
JT take of it. I wrote to her about it, and that virtuous 
J Girl anſwer'd me with her uſual Generoſity, and ſteadi- 
: ly refus'd a Penſion which I would have given the 
| Convent in her Name to excuſe her the Severities. 


I then wrote to the Cardinal de Noailles to beg that 
the Order which detain'd me at my Regiment might 
be revok' d, and to obtain Leave for me to ſet my Do- 
meſtick Affairs in Order. He could eaſily ſucceed, be- 
cauſe he was at that Time Preſident of the Board of 
Conſcience, and my Liberty could now give him no 
Fears with Regard to Emilia. He gain'd me both my 
Requeſts, and after having made a little Tour round my 
Lands I return'd to Paris. Horrour ſeiz'd me at my 
Arrival there, tho' I little knew how diſmal a Journey 
this would be to me. You gueſs, Ladies, that I did 
not delay my Viſit to Emilia. I ran to her Convent, 
and ſhe came into the Parlour with her Mama. It was 

then fifteen Months fince I had ſeen her; Heavens ! 
| How lovely did ſhe appear! her Veil and her mourn- 
tal Dreſs heighten'd her Charms, and gave a new 
Luſtre to her Modeſty. She had an Air of Tranquility 
and Content; and the Serenity of her Looks demon- 
ſtrated the Sincerity of her Sacrifice, I continued a 
| great 
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great while ſpeechleſs, and could ſpeak to her only by 
'my Tears. My Grief awaking that of her Mother 
made her weep too. Our Tears call'd forth Emlia's, 
and after ſhe had allow'd ſome Time to mutual Ten- 
derneſs, ſhe comforted me with the moſt affecting Ar- 
guments which the Chriſtian Religion affords. They 


| ſunk the deeper as her Religion was founded on Reaſon, 


and was free from the childiſh Bigottry of the Cloy- 
ſter. At Length ſhe left me, after a Converſation of 


three Hours, and gave me leave to ſee her twice a 
Week. 
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I was ſenſible of an Indulgence ſo precious and ſo 


| ſerviceable to my afflicted Heart. There was a Reaſon 


to imagine that I ſhould ſpend the beſt Part of a Year 


at Paris. I was buſy'd there in giving an Account off 


my Lands into the Chamber of Accounts. And as 
their Erection into a Marquiſate was unfiniſh'd at my 
Father's Death, and my Brother had neglected it, they 
had rais'd me ſome Perplexity, and would make me 
pay twice over the King's Fine at every Change of the 
Lord. Vexatious as this Aﬀair was to a Man unprac- 
tiſed in ſuch Buſineſs, I found a ſecret Pleaſure in it, 
ſince it furniſh'd me with a fair Pretence of remaining 
in Paris near my dear Emilia. I went punQually to 
her Convent; her Converſation and her Counſel were 
all my Refuge and Conſolation. Her Mother, who had 
ſhut herſelf in the ſame Convent under the Title of per- 


petual Penſioner, always accompany'd her virtuous 
Daughter in the Parlour. I felt an inexpreſſible Sweet- 
neſs in converſing with *em ; but as that was but a 
ſlender Recompence of my unfortunate Love, I never 
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W ſt them but with Tears in my Eyes. Even thoſe 
Days that Emilia was forbid to receive me by the Rule 
Jof the Convent I took a Pleaſure in being preſent at 
Divine Service; and my Heart leap'd when ever I 
heard her Voice, which was eaſily diſtinguiſh'd by its 
Jwieetneſs; it was ſo familiar to me that I ſhould have 
W known it among a thouſand. 


Always full of Emilia's Image, my Thoughts cen- 


| ter d in myſelf, and I made no Viſits but ſuch as my 
Affairs indiſpenſably requir'd. I generally ate alone, 
and faw but one Friend who lodged pretty near me. 


None Night he ſaw me more melancholy than uſual], and 


nade me ſup with him. My Heart was heavy, I 
igh'd, the Tears flow'd in ſpight of me, nor could I 
conquer this involuntary Grief tho' I knew no freſh 


J Cauſe of it. How happy ſhould we be could we com- 


prehend theſe ſecret Hints which the Heart ſometimes 
zives of approaching Evil! But it's the Condition of 
Humanity to be ignorant of Futurity : And when Pro- 
vidence unfolds its Determinations, tis at leaſt a Com- 
fort to the Miſerable that they could neither foreſee nor 
prevent the Stroke. My Friend ſtrove to make me 
chearful, but could not ſucceed, and J quitted him as 
much vapour'd as I had been all the Evening. 


It was very late when I retir'd, and as I had but one 
Street to paſs through I went home alone and on Foot. 
[ was hardly four Yards from my Friend's Houſe, when 
heard ſomebody walking very faſt and groaning be- 
hind me. I turn'd to ſee who it was, and heard a 
Voice which ſaid to me Save me, Sir, pity me” At 

| the 
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the ſame time I ſaw a little Perſon who ſeem'd to me 
Areſt in black, and who threw herſelf at my Knees in 
the middle of the Street, repeating in a very paſſionate 
Tone, Save me, Sir, for God's Sake, ſave.my Honour 
and my Life. I lifted her up immediately and aſk'd 
her how I could ſerve her: But her Diſorder was ſuch, 
that ſhe could only anſwer me in the ſame Words, Save 
me, Sir, and place me ſomewhere in Safety : I believe 
you generous, added ſhe trembling, I am a Perſon of 
Condition, pity and fave me, Sir——All the while ſhe 
ſpoke to me, this poor Creature, to whom J had given 
my Hand, preſs'd me to walk on, and I was already at 
the Door of my Lodging, before I could frame an An- 
ſwer or a Reſolution. In the mean time Emilia's Miſ- 
fortune coming to Remembrance, I fancy'd that this un- 
happy Girl might have been in ſome ſuch cruel Situa- 
tion. Beſides ſhe was a young Lady and in Misfor- 
tune —— Alas! Leſs had been ſufficient to move 
Compaſſion in my too tender Breaſt. I was ſoon re- 
ſolv'd ; fear nothing, Madam, ſays I, whoever you are; 
this is my Lodging and ſhall protect you. My Man, 
who ſat up for me, ſeeing me bring in a Woman fo 
late, fancy'd it was ſome Wench willing to comfort 
me in the ill Succeſs of my Amour. He was indiſ— 
creet enough to ſay ſo among the Servants of the Houſe 
who ſat up to chatter with him ; and this Imprudence 
ruin'd me. However the reſpectful Air, with which he 
ſaw me conduct her to my Apartment, made him 
change his Opinion, and he has ſince own'd to me 
that he believ'd her to be Emi/ia whom I had carry'd 
off from the Convent. Every thing favour'd this idle 
Imagination, The Lady was in black, ſhe had her 
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ſeil let down, her Cloaths were beſpatter'd with Dirt 
ike one who eſcap'd in a Hurry; ſhe ſeem'd very 
nuch fatigu'd and was ſo in Reality. 


As ſoon as ſhe was in my Chamber I offer'd her ſome 
tefreſhment, She contented herſelf with a G'afs of Bur- 


undy, which ſhe drank without lifting up her V eil. 


lelieving her then a little recover'd from her Fright, I 
begged to know the Cauſe of it; but ſhe excus'd her- 
elk. I fancied the Preſence of my Servant occaſion'd 
ter Reſerve, and would have ſent him out. No, ſays 
he, Sir, I beg he may ſtay, I have nothing ſecret to 
mpart. Permit me at leaſt, ſays I, the Honour of 
keing you, and let me take away that Veil. My 
Prayers were vain, and believing that I approach'd her 


vith a Deſign of committing that little Violence, ſhe 


brew herſelf at my Feet, and conjur'd me by all that 
vas ſacred not to force her to make herſelf known till 
tie next Day. © Generous Sir, ſaid ſhe to me, don't 
'blemiſh the Merit of that Refuge you have afforded 
me. Poſſibly if you find me handſome, you may deny 
me the Liberty of expreſſing my Gratitude according 
to my Inclination; and if otherwiſe, you may re- 
'proach yourſelf with a fruicleſs Compaſſion. To- mor- 
'row, added ſhe, my Fate ſhall be cleared up to you, 
'and I think you'll be touch'd with it. I only beg 


the Favour of repoſing here to Night, and rely too 


much upon your Generoſity to believe you capable of 
taking Advantage of my Misfortunes.“ So many 
Tears and Sighs attended this Diſcourſe, that the moſt 
brutal Man alive would have pitied her. I ſwore that 
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ſhe ſhould be ſafe with me, and Miſtreſs of her Secret 
as long as ſhe pleas'd. I proteſted to her that my Cu 
riofity ſprang only from a Defire of curing her Mit 
fortunes, and I promis'd her all ſhe could wiſh, whet 
ever ſhe ſhould think proper to give me her Inſtructi 
ons. After theſe Aſſurances I order'd ſuch Diſpoſiti 
ons in my Chamber as was ſuitable to the Lady, anc 
put the Key of the Room upon the Table to prove tha 
ſhe was Miſtreſs there and at Liberty. At length I roſe 
and wiſh'd her a good Repoſe. * Alas, Sir, ſays the 
* fighing, I want it much; and if your Wiſh be ac 
* compliſh'd, as I hope it will, you'll find me very dif 
* ferent To-morrow. Farewel, Sir, your Generoſit 
moves me, and I hope Heaven will reward the Aſſi 
© ſtance you have afforded to Night to the moſt miſer 
able Woman living.“ At the End of thoſe Words ſhe 
made me a Court'ſy and ſhut the Door. 
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When I reflect, Ladies, upon this amazing Adven- N geſt: 
ture, and trace backwards the Diſaſters which follow- I before 
ed it, I can ſcarce pardon my Imprudence. And yet walk 
were I again ſo circumſtantiated, I ſhould act in theſ ever, ! 
ſame manner. Muſt not we then conclude that ſome and to 
Evils are unavoidable by human Prudence ? And that kight! 
a Man mark'd out by Heaven for Wretchedneſs is en · ¶ decent 
tangled in it when he leaſt diſtruſts it. Ah ! doubtleſs, ¶ patien 
Bleſſings are dealt out to us by Meaſure; and the wile 
Hand which diſpenſes em has interſpers'd ſome brigh-| My 


ter Intervals among our Evils, to make us feel thoſe da 
Evils more exquiſitely. orre 
Comp 


Be that as it will, it was ſo late that I thought it al- vour 
| moſt 
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noſt too late to go to Bed, and better it had been per- 
ups if T had not: However I determin'd to wrap my- 
elt in my Night-Gown and to throw myſelf upon a 
ouch in the Anti Chamber, and I ſent away wy 
Man, charging him over and over not to mention in 
De Houſe what he had ſeen and heard. When I was 
lone I made a thouſand ſorrowful Reflections on this 
adventure; I found ſomething in it ſo correſpondent 
{Mb that of Emilia, that my Heart yearn'd in Favour of 
el dis Unknown. Poſſibly ſays I, ſhe is in the ſame 
cMCaſe ; and it will be glorious to do for her what another 
fas done for my dear Emilia. This Lady is certainly 
virtuous, her Reſerve aſſures me of her Wiſdom and 
: M\lisfortune. *Tis true, I made theſe Reflections with- 
Mot Order or Connection: Sleep and Wearineſs often 
af interrupted 'em. I paſs'd the moſt cruel Night imagin- 

able, As ſoon as I began to doze, ten thouſand ter- 

ifying Dreams ſucceeded one another and diſturb'd my 
1" Reſt : Spectres, Fantoms, and diſmal Objects danced 
before my Eyes, and I ſtarted at my own Idea's : As 
I wak'd I frequently fancy'd I heard Groans. How- 
ever, I imputed theſe Diſturbances to my uneaſy Bed, 
ind to free myſelf from it I roſe at Day-break. About 
Eight I call'd my Man to dreſs me, and to fit me for a 
decent Appearance before my Unknown, I was im- 
„Fbatient to learn her Story. 


My Impatience encreas'd as the Day advanced: And 

[ proteſt it was not excited by the leaſt Diſtruſt of thoſe 
Horrours which awaited me ; but by that Delicay of 
Compaſſion which unhappy People uſually feel in Fa- 
your of thoſe they ſuſpect to be ſo too. At Ten I liſten- 
ed 
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ed at my Chamber-door, all there was in a dead Si 
; lence. I attributed this long Repoſe to the Fatigues of 
this unhappy Perſon. e at Eleven I began to 
be uneaſy, and 1 rapp'd, but vo Anſwer. Then re 
colle&ting the Ambiguity of her Adieu the Night be 
fore, I began to fear ſome fatal Accident. I repeated 
my knocking at the Door and was ready to break it 
open, when my Man reminded me that he had another 

Key, which he brought me. I took it and went in, 

very uneaſy at the Diſcovery I was going to make. E. 

very thing was in order in the Chamber. I went to the 
Bed, but what was my Amazement, when opening the 
Curtains I found this unhappy Creature in a frightful 
Poſture. I took her by the Hand and call'd her: But 
alas ! ſhe was dead and cold as Ice. Good God, [ 
cry'd, what do I ſee? and what fhall I do? My 
Trouble hid from me the Horrour of this Death which 
my Man made me obſerve. I can ſcarce venture, 
Ladies, to relate to you the frightful Recital. This un- 
happy Creature was not undreſs'd. She was ſtretch'd 
over my Bed; her Head hanging over the Bedſide 
was ſuſpended near the Bolſter by her Lace, and her 
Girdle, which ſhe had made uſe of to ſtrangle herſelf. 
Her Petticoats were decently ty'd round her Legs by 
her Garters, and ſhe had faſten'd her Feet with her 
Handkerchief to one of the Bed-Poſts, plainly to com- 
paſs her Deſign Her Head and Neck were wrap- 
ed in her Veil. There is ſome Appearance that not- 


withſtanding her Deipair in the Agonies of Death ſhe 
ſtruggled for Liſe ; for ſhe had one Fi inger under the 
fatal String, as if to untie it and diſengage herſelf. 
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My Blood ſtagnated at the Sight of this frightful 
f Spettacle. _ 1 remain'd ſometime ſpeechleſs and un- 
oMnoveable. But my Man comprehending all the Dan- 
gers to Which we ſtood expos'd, preſs a me to conſi- 
ter coolly what we moſt. reſolve, on. He began by 
ſhutting the Door and the Windows, and unty'd that 
niſerable Wretch, to hide the Body leſt any one ſhould 
rMurpriſe and betray us. He took a rich Diamond from 
„er Finger, and from her Arm a Bracelet, which ſhe 
-d made of a Necklace of very large Pearls with a 
eMCroſs of Brilliants. . I conceiv'd from theſe Jewels that 
ehe muſt be a Woman of Quality, or at leaſt that ſhe 
1 Miclonged to a rich Family. Her Ear-Rings were 
it lewels, her Shoe-Buckles Gold, and all ſhew'd a Perſon 
L Wirought up in Splendour. While my Man was engag- 
» Wi in this ſorrowful Employment I approach'd the 
body, which in ſpight of ſo violent a Death, ſtill pre- 
„ erv'd the Remains of a very regular Beauty. As well 
1- Wi my Trouble would give me Leave to judge ſhe was 
d Wabout twenty Years old. In my Opinion ſhe muſt have 
e Wicen charming perhaps becauſe we love to paint the 
Miſerable in beautiful Colours to juſtify the Pity they 
f. Wiiſe in us. The Charms I dreſs'd her up in, drew 
om me Tears of Pity for her lamentable Fate. Alas! 
ys I, this young Lady muſt have been very miſer- 
ble to treat herſelf with this Barbarity. Could ſhe 
>” Make ſo much Pains to finiſh a Liſe capable of beſtow- 
ng ſo much Happineſs ! Sure the Light was odious to 
© Hier; but if ſhe was unfortunate only, why ſhould ſhe 
e Hnake herſelf guilty by puniſhing an involuntary Crime 


u ſo infamous a Manner? No, — ſays I, ſhe muſt 
* 119 | have 
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have been virtuous ; her Modeſty attended her even ie leafl 


' Proofs of her Virtue — Miſerable as I am, perhap 


der'd my Man to direct my Friend immediately. Hz 
came in an Inftant, and I told . Adventure. 
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Death: The Precautions ſhe uſed to dye decently ar 


I reduced her to this Extremity ! my indiſcreet Curio 
ſity made her dread the ſame Rocks ſhe had but ju 
eſcap'd, and ſhe preferr'd Death to the Violence fh 
fear'd from me. 


While I made theſe aMiQting Reflections, my Ma 
who had adjuſted my Chamber, once more begged m 
to determine what was to be done. My firſt Deſig 
was to go and conſult Emilia and her Mother. Bu 
this Project was impracticable: It was near the End o 
Lent, and then theſe religious Ladies by the Rules o 
the Convent ſee no Body *till Eaſſer. It would hayd 
been difficult to gain an Interview without letting 'en 
know the Reaſon by Letter; but that was too dange 


ous ; and general Arguments would have ſeem'd oni took 
the Pretences of an idle Man deſirous of diſtracting theiſhot. 
Devotions. In this Extremity I reſolv'd to communi 

cate this diſmal Caſualty to that intimate Friend witli As w 
whom I had ſupp'd over Night. It bad been morGhi Jour 
convenient to me to have ſent for him, but I woulQ;zeres. 
neither bring him to my Houſe nor go to his, for feafWhich b 
of entangling him in my Misfortune if this AﬀaiWit Prin 


ſhould be diſcover'd. I ſtep'd into my Coach anc 
drove to the Cloyſter of the Cordeliers, whither I or 
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He was frightned at it, and did not. conceal fro 
me that my Life was in Danger if the Magiſtracy had 
the 
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he leaſt Intimation of it. I apprehended ſo too, but 
Wy Mind, full of the diſaſtrous Accident, could frame 

o Reſolution. Every Attempt ſeem'd feaſible at firſt, 
Mut impracticable upon a nearer Inſight. We form'd 
@ thouſand Schemes without approving one; becauſe 
e great Affair was to get rid of the Corps as ſecretly 

nd as ſoon as poſſible, and we could not tell where to 
iſpoſe it. In the midſt of this Perplexity my Man 
bew near and told us a Contrivance of his: That was 
v purchaſe of my Landlord a Harpſicord which was in 
y Chamber, to make for it a boarded Caſe and to 
ut the Body into it, by which Means it might be con- 
yd away with Eaſe. This Notion gave Birth to a- 
other in my Friend, who advis'd me to re-enter my 
dach with him, to go a League from Paris. It was 
kar Two o'Clock and I was faſting : So we ſtop'd at 
re Door of the firſt Coffee- Houſe, and without alight- 


I took two Diſhes of Chocolate a- piece in the Cha- 
ei het. 5 1 


D ... 


ei As we went, my Friend gave me his Reaſons for 
Wis Journey; and we ſoon came to the Village of 
eres. There we alighted at the Gate of a Palace 
ahhich belong'd to the Dutcheſs of Brunſwick As 
alWat Princeſs did not reſide there, it was under the Care 
a Steward only, who deny'd Entertainment to none 
Wat would pay for it. This Caſtle, which is rather 
1 rge than magnificent, has Gardens handſome enough; 
id with peculiar Taſte, they have built very pretty 
litudes in the Midſt of Groves. They are little Build- 
es like Cells, where there is a ſmall Chapel, and 
| one 


ut 
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one or two Rooms with Paintings. The Steward wh 
had the Keys of them, entruſted them with Gentleme 
deſirous of a little Retirement there. This Place had 
for ſome Years been much trequented by the Zanjeni/ 
whom the great Reputation of Mr Jube, Curate 0 
Ajnieres, drew thither from all Parts. I pretended 
according to my Friend's Project, a Deſire of paſling 
my Eaſter there; and the Woman who kept the 
Houſe, taking me for ſome Solitary eſcàp'd from Po; 
Royal, civilly allow'd me the prettieſt of thoſe Cells 
In walking in the Gardens, we obſerv'd that they were 
cleanſing a large Canal, and the Soil of it ſerv'd to raiſe 
the Corner of a Grove: This ſeem'd calculated to fa- 
vour our Project. I defir'd the Steward's Wife to make 
two Beds immediately ia the Room which the allotted 
me; at the fame Time I put ſome Gold into her 
Hand, which ſhe receiv'd, as ſhe ſaid, for the Poor, 
She undeitock to procure a Conveyance the next Day 
for my Harpſicord and my Books in a Husbandman's 
Cart, who was then going to Market with his Wares, 


As ſoon as we came to Paris, we went to buy an old 
Harpſicord in the Shops; we choſe the largeſt we 
could find, and order'd it to be cover'd with a Caſe 
of Boards to ſecure its Conveyance into the Country, 


My Man had it brought to my Inn, where I came an 


Hour after. According to our Defign we took out the 
Harpſicord, which we pull'd in Pieces, and put in the 
Body dreſt as it was. The reſt of the Box we fill'd with 
the Pieces of the Harpſicord, we threw in too the Mat- 


ting of the Bed, and the Muſick Papers hung negligent- 


ly 
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ly out of the Caſe, which we faſtened very exactly. At 
the End of it I ty'd-a Baſs Viol, better to conceal the 
Cheat ; and after this doleful Employ I went. to find 
my Friend, who waited for me to ſup at Pazer's, where 


. we paſs'd the Night. Next Morning we executed e- 


very. Thing happily as we had projected, and there 
was no Room for the leaſt Suſpicion. My Man told 
the People of the Inn, I ſhould be abſent ſome Days, 
without ſaying where, and they believ'd I wanted to 
take Lodgings for the Miſs I had brought Home, in 
order to converſe with her more at Eaſe. My Man 
was arch enough to let them remain in an Error too 
important to be clear'd up. It had been more happy 
for me if he had not imprudently diſcover'd my bring 
ing Home that. unfortunate Creature. 


3 Night I arriv'd at the Caſtle of Aſuieres, 
and took Poſſeſſion of my Hermitage. As ſoon it was 
Night, my Men went to fetch the Spades and Pix-Ax- 
es, which the Werkmen had left at the Side of the 


Canal they were cleaning, and carry'd them where 


they carry'd the Soil. We began to dig, and while I 
made the Grave he fetch'd the ſad Object of our Fears, 
and laid it at my Feet. We could not forbear Tears 
during this mournful Ceremony, and after having 
wrap'd her Head and her Hands in her Veil and 
Handkerchief, we interr'd the Carcaſs as decently as 
poſſible, and we cover'd the Grave with Mud, to pre- 
vent in the Workmen next Day, all Suſpicion which 
new rais'd Earth might have excited in them. 


. I. F That 
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That Faintneſs which Inquietude and Fatigue oeccaſi- 


on'd in me neither lull'd me ſooner nar made my Sleep 


ſweeter. The Horrours of Night ard the Silenen of 
my Solitude, encreas'd the Melancholy of my afflicting 


Thoughts. The Image of this unfortunate Unknown 


was always before my Eyes, I even fancy'd I heard her 
Voice from under the Earth, and it was Day. break, 
when after cruel Agitations, I fell aſleep. However, I 
was forc'd to riſe pretty early to attend Morning 
Prayers. It was Palm-Sunday, and I could not chuſe 


a more proper Time of Retirement than this Week, 


becauſe the Length of the Service and the Singularity 
of the Ceremonies might divert my Diſquiets. Be- 


fides, I was deſirous of experiencing all that I had 


heard of the Curate of Aſnieres, and of being Witneſs 
to the Innovations which they accus'd him of introduc» 


ing into the Service, under Pretence of reſtoring the 


Simplicity of the antient Liturgies. You muſt have 
heard, Ladies, of this extraordinary Man. The 7an- 
ſeniſis look'd upon him as one of their Leaders, and 55 
Integrity of his Manners reflected Honour upon them; 
eſpecially at a Time, when too many were leſs 2 
But he was not more ſevere in his Morals than ſteady 


in the Singularity of his Opinions and his Liturgy. 


He was of a lively enterprizing 8 
tenacious of his Opinion. In ſhort he was qualify'd to 
head a Sect. His Steadineſs ſerv'd as his Rampart at 
Court againſt the Inſinuations of his Adverſaries, and 
gain'd him Credit with the Regent who was a _—_ of 
Merit : In Truth he had a great deal, and 1 * wa 
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Occaſion hereaſter to acquaint you with ſome c curious 


Incidents with regard to him. 


The Piety of that Prieſt appear'd ſo natural and ſin- 
cere, that I had a Mind to make him a Viſit ; he made 
me one the next Day, and his Converſation edified me 


greatly. It was religious and witty as well as rational, 


and diſcover'd nothing of his auſtere Life. He invited 


me to Dinner; but as he made but one Meal a Day in 


Lent, and that not till Four, I took Care to caution 
myſelf againſt the extream Frugality of his Table. 
However I found there a Dinner neat enough and very 
good Wine; but he himſelf touch'd nothing but Pulſe 
and Water. He had with him a very worthy Ecclefi- 
aſtick, who purſu'd the ſame Regimen of Penitence, 


| tho” his Revenues were very great. 


After this Repaſt the Curate took a Turn with me 
in the Caſtle Gardens, and would ſee my Hermitage. 
He led the Converſation to the Advantages of Retire- 
ment, and as unhappy People enjoy inexpreſſible Sweets 
in it, I ſpoke feelingly. However my Notions ſeem'd 
extravagant to him, and his own Experience taught him 
to counſel a Moderation in my Sorrow, if I would pre- 
ſerve myſelf from being a Prey to it. He blam'd me 


too for having broke my Harpſicord, the Pieces of 


which he ſaw in my Chamber. In order to conceal 


the true Motive, I was forced to tell him, that I broke 
it to avoid the Temptation of playing ludicrous and 
He very wifely anſwer'd me, that 


thoſe Tunes might be ſanctify'd by joining Pſalms and 
„„ 


profane Tunes. 
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| Hymns to tkem ; but at worſt that it had been better 


if I had ſold it for the Benefit of the Poor. His Con- 
verſation charm'd me ſo, that I loſt no Opportunity 
of profitmg by it; and J have fince conſider'd him as 
the Inſtruwent of Providence to explain the ſecret 
Strokes I had ſelt, in order to recall me to the Paths of 
Truth. I fo reliſh'd his Maxims, that I would willing- 
ly have ſtretch'd my Retirement beyond the Term I 
propos'd, if Heaven, by a terrible Stroke, had not torn 
me away for ever, and condem'd me to a wandering 


Life. 


The Sweetneſs of this Solitude had not extinguiſh'd 
in me the Remembrance of Emilia, nor the Deſire of 
learning what paſs'd in Paris with Regard to that which 
made me quit it. I had ſent my Man to Emilia 's Mo- 
ther with a Note to inform her of my Retirement, the 
ww” Cauſe of which I gave her only Room to gueſs 

The Tenderneſs of that generous Lady ſuffer'd her 
not to remain long ignorant of the Story : She would 
ſee. my Man, who related it to her; and ſhe ſent me 
a very comfortable Letter by him, which ſhe wrote in 
the midſt of her Religious Exerciſes. I was attoniſh'd 
to receive none from my Friend whom my Man could 
not find. His Silence gave me Uneaſineſs and fad 
Fore-bodimg3. Alas! it was not without Reaſon, and 
the MyRery of his Silence was but too ſoon explain'd. 
On Eafter-Eve I received at Three o' Clock a Viſit 
from an Unknown, who had rode Poſt to bring me a 
Letter from my Friend. Tho” it was not ſign'd I 
knew the Hand, and punctualiy obey'd its Orders. The 
Letter 
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Letter was this. Leave your Solitude, mount the 
Horſes I have ſent you, and come directly to the 
Bridge of Neuilly with your Man. You'll find me 
* there. I allow you but an Hour. Be gone, Delay 
brings Death.” | | 


I Rood motionleſs on reading this Note; a Blaſt of 
Light'ning had been leſs amazing. In an Inſtant I 
ſaw the whole Train of Evils which threatned me. 
Immediately I took my Papers, mounted, and ſet out 
for the appointed Place, which my Diligence made me 
reach in a Quarter of an Hour. There I found my 
4 Friend who expected me at the Gate of an Inn. I 

4 had hardly diſmounted, when he order'd my Man to 
*. || wait for us at the Bottom of the Town, and inſtantly . 

clapp'd me into the Coach of the Ambaſſador of —— 
= | with his Excellency's Secretary whom he had brought 
= wich him. At the Bottom of the Town we mounted 
my Servant, and after ſeveral Turns in the Foreſt of 
Boulogne, where my Man changed his Cloaths, I was 
carry'd to Paris to the Ambaſſador's Houſe. There I 
learn'd the Alarms my generous Friend had ſuffer'd on 
my Account. He told me, that the Night before, 
and even that Morning, in his Inn, and all the Lodg- 
ings in that Diſtrict, the ſame Search had been made 
by the Lieutenant de Police, as I had procur'd to find 
my dear Emilia. This repeated Search made him 
conclude that it was in Queſt of my Unknown ; and for 
fear I might be betray'd or traced out, he engaged the 
Secretary. of the Ambaſſador of to afford me 
a Refuge. The Secretary promis'd to be watchful for 
i F 3 | my 
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my Safety, and if poſſible to procure me his Excellen-_ 
£y's Protection. I embraced this generous Friend; E 
and after having ſome Time conſidered the Precautions 
we ought to take, they went out to viſit all the Coffee- 
Hauſes, and diſcover what paſs'd, 


The Secretary came back an Hour aſter, and told 
me he had heard in the Regent's Coffee Houle, that 
a Lady of the firſt Quality, who had been forced into 
the Convent of Paris, had been ſtolen thence ; and 
tho' her Family had made eight Days Inquiry, they 
could diſcover no Traces. My Friend came in a Mo- 
ment after, and told us he had learn'd from his Land- 
lord, that ſome Marqueſs whoſe Name was conceal'd 
| had carry'd off the Lady they look'd for: That he 
had imprudently carried her to his Houſe from the 


Convent ; but as ſhe was not ſeen to go out, and as the 


Marqueſs and his Man were gone off, the Commiſlary 


had open'd his Chamber Door, that after ſome Search 


they found under the Bed a Woman's Shoe and a Gar- 
ter, which having been carried to the Convent were 
known to be hers 3 and that they inferred from thence 
that ſhe had quitted Paris in Diſguiſe. 

I was too well convinced by theſe ſad Evidences 
that my Ruin was compleat. The miſerable End of 
this unhappy Creature leſt no Proof of my Innocence. 
My Man and I were the only Witneſſes ; we could 
not clear ourfelves of the Rape without incurring the 


Suſpicion of Murder ; and our Silence in that Point 


made. us guilty of the n In this frightful Alter- 
native 
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native I could ſee no Glimpſe of Hope. The Laws of 


France ſhew no Favour in this Caſe : And my Crime 
ſeem'd to be doubly capital, ſince the Monks have 
join'd Sacrilege to the Violation of a Religious Houle. 
Good God, I cry'd out, what am I intended for? 
Thy Hand has raviſh'd my virtuous Emilia from my 
tender Wiſhes, and I have born the Loſs ! Nature in- 
ſpires me with an innocent Compaſſion for an unhappy 
Woman, and that Pity coſts me my Liberty, my E- 
ſtate, my Honour, and perhaps my Life. Muſt I ſee 
myfelf guilty and puniſh'd and yet virtuous ? Heaven, 
whoſe Decrees I adore, deign at leaſt to expound them. 


After theſe firſt Tranſports, my two- Friends made 
me reſolve to quit the Kingdom, and ſee in Safety the 
Sequel of this unhappy Buſineſs ; and next Morning I 
took Poſt under the Name of the Baron of — who was 
then really ill at the Ambaſſador's Houſe; and I arriv'd 
happily at Bra/e/s. I wrote immediately to my dear 
Emilia and her Mother, to acquaint em with my 


Condition. Alas ! I never knew their Tenderneſs for 
me ſo well as on this Occaſion. The Mother offer'd 


me all her Fortune, and Emilia who had none offer'd 
her Tears and her Vows. To be ſure this ſoften'd my 
Misfortune, At length my Man arriv'd, and a ſenſible 
Joy it gave me. Beſides that my Innocence depended 
on his Safety: This Fellow had liv'd with me a Dozen 
Years, and ſerv'd me with uncommon Affection. As 
ſoon as he ſaw me he threw himſelf at my Feet, and 
begg'd Pardon for his Indiſcretion in letting the Ser- 


vants of the Houſe know that I had brought in a Girl. 
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had revolted to her, and this cruel Parent puniſh'd 


Eadneſs they had made on me, awaken'd my Taſte 


land where I * a Mind to live unknown. 
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He accus'd himſelf of my Misfortunes, and I could 
hardly comfort him. He would attend me in my Ex- 
ile, and is the ſame who ſerves me here. He brought 
no Letters for fear of being ſtopt by the Way, but told 
me, that when he left Paris I was violently accus'd of 
carrying cf this Girl, and that I had been ſearch'd for 
at the Caſtle of 4/nzeres the Day after my Eſcape. My 
Flight confirm'd my Crime ; but as theſe Evidences 
did not amount to a judicial Proof againſt me, they ſuſ- 
pended the Proceſs. The Relations of this unhappy 
Lady ceas'd their Inquiries to avoid a ſhameful Difco- 
very. I have ſince found that ſhe was Daughter to the 
Counteſs of — and that this innocent Victim 
had been ſacrificed to the Coquettry of her Mother, 
who by ill Treatment had forced her to take the Habit 
of a Candidate in the Convent of This young 
Lady had no Crime, but that a Lover of her Mother 


in her Daughter the Infidelity'of a Gallant who deſpiſ- 
ed her. There is Reaſon to imagine, that this poor 
Lady deſign'd to have implor'd the Aſſiſtance of ber 
Lover, or of her Relations; but that, being terrified 
with the Difficulties of her Project, ſhe had ſunk under 
her Deſpair. Terrible as her End was, her Story juſti- 
fy'd my imprudent Compaſſion, and made me the lefs 
regret my Misfortunes.. However, the Impreſſion of 


for Solitude. I quitted Brufſels and went into Hol. 


I came 


I 
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I came to the Hague, where at my Arrival I receiv- 
ed a whole Year's Revenue, and confiderable Arrears 
from my Steward, together with all the ready Money 
left by my Brother at his Death, and what aroſe from 
his Plate which I melted down. With this Succour, 
which aſſured me a moderate Subſiſtence for ſome 
Years, I gave myſelf up to ſerious Reflections on the 
Riſe of my Misfortunes. Heaven made 'em appear 
to me as the Conſequences and Puniſhments of my Fa- 
ther's Weakneſs in ſacrificing his Religion to his Ten- 
| derneſs for us. Could I, any other Way, account for 
the Ruin of a Family, in all Appearance ſo firmly eſta- 
bliſh'd, that nothing leſs than unheard of Accidents 
could ruin it? In the midſt of theſe Reflections I recol- 
lected the diſintereſted Advice of the Curate of 4/- 
nieret, With Regard to the Love of Truth and the Stu- 
dy of Religion: And to them I reſolv'd to ſacrifice 
the Shipwreck of my Fortunes. To that Purpoſe I ad- 
dreſs'd myſelf to Mr Saurin, Chaplain to the Nobles at 
the Hague, I found ſo much Complacency and Good- 
neſs in this Clergyman, that I entrufted him with the 
Secrets of my Life. He guided and aſſiſted me in the 
Study of that Religion ; and his Doctrine ſo enlightned 
my Darkneſs, that in leſs than three Months he found 
me ſufficiently inſtructed. Tis true my Doubts began 
from my Converſation with the Curate of Aſnieres. 
The Simplicity, to which he reduced what he call'd 
the Rubbiſh of the Romi/s Rites, had already freed 
me from a childiſh Subjection to that Religion. His 
Manner of inſtructipg bis People, by having the Bible 

„„ read 
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read Diſtinctly in French during Divine Service; the 
Aboliſhment of Images and Tapers in his Church ; his 
Objections to the Papal Authority; in ſhort, the whole 
Conduct of, that enlighten'd Man inſpir'd me with a 
Diſtruſt of that Church which perſecuted him, and the 
Leal and Obſervances of which had been ſo fatal to me. 
Full of theſe Sentiments I begg'd Mr Saarin to admit 
my Abjuration. However, he delay'd it a while to a- 
void Preci ipitation. At length, yielding to my Inſtan- 
„ he directed me to the Paſtor of a Church in a 


. Ve, Province, where 1 made my publick 
Profeſſion without Noiſe, 


By this Action I renounced irrevocably my Country 
and my Fortune. A Relation, under Pretence of pre- 
ſerving my Eſtate, held it as in Truſt ; and at firſt I 
was obliged to him for his Care : But he did not leave 
me long in that Error. After ſeveral trifling Delays, 
he excus'd himſelf from remitting me a conſiderable 
Sum which I wanted to raiſe a Stock in my Exile. I 
thought him enough my Friend to truſt him with the 
Secret of my Abjuration, and made that an Argument | 
to preſs a ſpeedy Remittance; aſſuring him that I 
would leave him peaceable Poſſeſſor of the reſt. Alas! 
I furniſh'd him with Arms againſt myſelf! This bar- 
barous Relation fearing my Eſtate would eſcape him if 
the Confifcation ſhould take Place, filed. my Letter a- 
mong the Records of Juſtice, and there enroll'd me a 
Proteſtant Refugee. Immediately the Procurator-Ge- 
neral ſeiz'd my whole Effects in the W s Name ac- 
cording to the Edict of 1685, and ** 'em in Truſt. 


Some 
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Some Months after, this unnatural Relation who had 
formerly been a zealous Proteſtant, ſued for the Suc- 
ceſſion, and obtain'd it under the Title of the new Con- 
vert. Tis true he paid dear for it; for I have ſince 
heard that the Archbiſhop of — Superintendant 
of Eſtates forfeited by Refugees in our Province, would 
not conſent to the Conveyance of mine 'till my Rela- 


tion had given him feventy thouſand Franks. 


Severe as this Stroke was, I felt the Loſs of my Ef- 
fects leſs than the Perfidy of this ſcoundrel Relation. 
One Thing more troubled me extreamly, which was 
to acquaint Emilia with my Change. I had Reaſon 
to fear the Loſs of her Heart for a Crime uſually ſo o- 
dious to the Religious. But I wrong'd her Equity ; ſhe 
prevented my Apologies, and wrote to me very tender- 
ly on the barbarous Behaviour of my Relation which 
had come to her Ears. I leave, ſays ſhe in her Letter 
to me, the Judgment of your Sentiments and Conduct 


to God the proper Judge of em. I muſt even com- 


mend your Zeal for that which you think the Truth; 
ſince to that you have ſacrificed even the Hope of ſeeing 
your own Country again. My Sentiments, tho? diffe- 
rent from yours, ſhall not hinder me from bewailing 


you, and procuring you all the Succour in my Power 


to ſoften your Exile; of this you'll be convinced by 
my Mother's Letter. In Reality that Letter brought 
me from her ſeveral conſiderable Bills of Exchange 
which ſhe had rais'd by the Sale of her Jewels. That 
generous Lady reſerv'd but a moderate Annuity, and 
had ſold all her Effects to provide me a Fund, What- 
ever 


I 08 my The Amuſements 4 ; 


ever Repugnance I had to receive this exceſſive Libera- 

lity. She put me under a Kind of Neceſſity of accept- 

ing it. She even call'd it a Debt; and her Affection, 
ingenious in proving it, found ſome Arguments in mY 
former Commerce. with Emilia. I join'd this Sum to 

the Wreck of my loſt Fortune; and thus I had a Re- T; 

venue ſufficient to ſupport me in a modeſt Manner, as n 

became me. It is true, the Prince of ——, whoſe \ 

Acquaintance I owe to Mr Saurin, added a Penſion of f 

400 Crowns per 4x. and three Months ago made me t 

Gentleman in Ordinary of his Bed-chamber. I muſt | 

attend at his Court the beginning of September next, 

7 and that Journey procures me the Honour of your Ac- 
quaintance here. I doubt, Ladies, the Recital of my 
Misfortunes has but ill entertain'd you: But as I have 
prov'd my Obedience to your Commands by it, ſo 
think I have ſufficiently juſtified that Sorrow which you 
* reproach'd me with. 


We thank'd the Marqueſs for his Goodneſs in relat- 
ing ſo affecting a Hiſtory, and prais'd him for the good 
Uſe he made of his Misfortunes ; wond'ring with him 
at the unexpected Turns of Providence, and the uncom- . 
mon Generoſity of Emilia's Mother. Bat we did not 3 
think it proper to carry our Reflections too far, and 
my Lady ingeniouſly diverted em to prevent a Renew- 6 
al of the Marqueſs's Grief whoſe Virtue ſeem'd alrea- 
dy to have ſuffer'd too much. Beſides, our Servants 
came. to tell us that Supper was ſerv'd up. 


We return'd all three to the Inn, where all was 
An The 1talian, who lodg'd there with us, had 
aſſem· 
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aſſembled all the Muſick of the Town. The com- 
mon Room was Tull of Inflruments ; and in the Gar- 
| rets he had placed Hautbois and the Prince of Liege's 
Hunting Horns which he had hired. This was the 
Lalian's Invention to divert that Sadneſs which the 
rainy Day had diffus d. Indeed when great Rains fall | 
no Place is more melancholy than the Spa. The 
Mountains which have their Beauty in Sun-ſhine look 
frightful in a Tempeſt. The Rivulet which runs thro' 
the Town ſwells immediately, and often overflows. 
One can hardly flir out or tell what to do. Muſick 
and Play are then the only Refuge from the Vapours, 
which of all Things muſt be avoided during the Regi- 
men of the Waters. But every Body don't love Play, 
and the Majority of the Drinkers can't bear the At- 
tention of it: Nor indeed is it ſafe for thoſe who are 
ſubject to Giddineſs, becauſe the Application it re- 
quires join'd with the Vapours rais'd by the Waters, 
may have a dangerous Effect: Noiſy Muſick is beſt 
there, becauſe it raiſes the Spirits moſt, and contributes 
more than languiſhing Airs to diſturb that Indolence 
which the Waters inſpire. This Diverſion ſeem'd con- 
triv'd to draw the Marqueſs from that Sadneſs which 
the Detail of his Misfortunes had again plunged him 

We enjoy'd this Pleaſure till pretty late, and did 
not 8 "till we had agreed to repeat it often. 


HE 46 » . 
——— 1 * — 


PP 


The Rains had fo ſpoil'd the Roads that we had no 
pP oſpect of purſuing our Intention the next Day. The 
Meadows where we us'd to walk were ſtill ſoft, and 
the Garden of the Capuchins ſo diſorder'd that there 

, Was 
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was no ſetting a Foot in it, tho' it was fine Weather. 
We were forced to tramp the Streets, and as that was 
| the only Walk that Day, and all the Drinkers were 
aſſembled there, we had the Pleaſure of ſeeing at once 
all the Strangers that were at Spa. This Sight was 
pleaſant enough. - There were People of all Ages, all 
Sorts and all Nations. Some young, ſome old, ſome 
infirm, Prieſts, Abbots, and Monks of every Order, 


and every Colour. There were the Black, the White, 


the Grey, the Brown, ſome Bearded, and ſome with- 
| out Beards ; ſome with Shoes, and ſome bare-foot ; 
but all diftinguiſh'd by the Oddity of their Garb, and 
ſo ſatisfy'd with themſelves that each thought himſelf 
ſuperior to his Brother in Merit and even in Finery. 
The greater Part of theſe Frocards were coupled with 
young ſprightly Nuns, who ſeem'd to want nothing 
but the Liberty of the Waters. And believe me the 


Cowl has its Coxcombs as well as the Sword, and e- 


qually ridiculous. The moſt Diſcreet of them walk'd 
apart, and I obſery'd that they gain'd Reſpe& in Pro- 
portion as they acted ſuitably to their Profeſſion. And 
as I ſaw ſome, very worthy Men among 'em, to whoſe 
Merit we were juſt; I muſt needs ſay ſome of them 
were wanton enough to deſerve the Diſcipline of a 


hundred Laſhes. Indeed nothing is more ridiculous 


than to ſee People, who by their Singularity of their 
Habits and their Manners from a diftint World, and 
are in continual Contradiction to the reſt of Mankind, 
deſirous to re-enter that World which they have relin- 
quiſh'd, to excel in that Behaviour which ought todrive 
'em thence, But theſe People are uſeful enough at 

Spa; 
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gha; for beſide the Variety they divert the Eye with, 
there are always ſome among em who entertain the 
Publick with very merry Scenes, as we ſhall find. 


My Lady took a ſingular Pleaſure in gazing at this 
promiſcuous Crowd. As the publick Ball was appoin- 


ted for Night, and as we had Time enough to dreſs 


after Dinner, we paſs'd the Morning in this Fair, as 
it were, with my Lady and her two Friends, which 
were commonly our Company. Methinks, ſays ſhe, 
here's Europe in her Undreſs ; I ſee it as it were on a 
great Stage, and am prodigiouſly delighted with the 


Comedy. True, ſays Mr Lake, who was pleas'd with 


the Notion, we have Variety of Characters, and our 
Spectator would have good Sport here. Why, truly, 
ſays the Marqueſs, no Body acts here in Diſguiſe, and 
the beſt of the Farce is that Nature forms every Cha- 
racter; and to ſay the Truth, every Man's Part has a 
Daſh of the Ridiculous more or leſs. This Notion 
help'd us to a good deal af Pleaſantry, and the Mar- 
queſs made Reflections on the Subject equally witty 
and judicious. The Image, ſays he, which my Lady 
has rais'd in us from her Compariſon of this Concourſe 
to Europe in its Undreſs is a very juſt one. Nothing 
can better expreſs the Miſcellany of good and bad Qua- 
lities which are here expos'd to View, and open a 
vaſt Field of Reflection to philoſophical Tempers. 
Here, continu'd he, we ſee Vice and Merit of all 
Kinds; and might I preſume to add to a Thought of 
my Lady, I would ſay that I regard the Seaſon of the 
Waters asa moſt uſeful Book to thoſe who have a Mind 

ft” | to 
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to ſtudy the World by reading the World itſelf ; be- 

;cauſe theſe Places of Aſſembly are an Epitome of the 
moſt confiderable Parts of the known World. All 
Europe ſeems to ſend its Deputies hither in order to ex- 
poſe original Characters, which it would be difficult to 
unveil elſewhere. O my Word, Sir, ſays my Lady, 
my- Notion gains too much by your Comment for me 
to conteſt the Juſtneſs of it. I am ſo much of your 
Opinion, continued ſhe, that if I had a Daughter to 
ſend abroad, ſhe ſhould make the 'Tour of the moſt 
famous Waters; for I'm perſuaded, that with a Guide 
capable of wiſely pointing out the Variety of Cha- 
racters to be found there, ſhe would bee more by 
ſuch a Journey than in travelling the Worlc. 


The Noiſe made by theſe Numbers in the W not 
permitting an exact Purſuit of ſo moral a Converſation, 
we went to view the Shops of Lacquer'd Ware. I 
never ſaw any Thing prettier than this Ware. They 
mimick Japan ſo exactly that 'tis difficult to find the 
Difference. But the Excellency of theſe Workmen is 
in thoſe Miniatures which are painted on the Ware, 
and which ſhew their Beauty and Colouring through 
the Varniſh as if they were painted upon Vellom. 
We ſaw Tables of this Kind, the Price of which was 
fifteen - Piſtoles tho' they had but fourteen Pichures. 
The Pictures were noble, and were choſen and well. 
matched Stories out of Ovid's Melamorphoſes. In theſe 
Shops we found a hundred Sorts of pretty Moveabies, 


| ſuch as Quadrille Boxes, Watch-Caſes, Deſert-Baskets, 


Canes, Tobacco Boxes, all different in Shape, Painting 


and Deſign, They are of all Prices according to the 
Mork 
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Work and the Workman; for all are not equally good. 
For Example, Les Crouets, while I was there, were 
excellent in Fable and Hiſtory ; Le Lou in Landſkip 
and Perſpective; and Dagh at the White Pigeon made 
the beſt Varniſh for bearing Fire and Water. This laſt 
Perſon had a peculiar Taſte for Fruits and Flowers 
whether flat or emboſs'd. As theſe Knick-knacks are 
the only Manufacture at Spa, every Body works at 


with which the Workmen receive . thoſe who + viſit 
them, induces People often to ſee em work; they re- 
ceive Advice with Docility and candidly ſubmit to the 
Criticiſm of others. This Liberty allow'd. to Stran- 
gers in the Shops is not the leaſt Amuſement there. 8 


* 


much Pleaſure there that we had continued it longer, 
if we had not been ſtopp'd at one of em to comfort a 
Girl in the Neighbourhood, who ſaid ſhe had been 
tormented ſome Nights by a very troubleſome Appa- 
rition. As we had heard of this Affair once before, 
we thought ourſelves obliged to endeavour the Cure of 


ſaid all we could, we look'd upon her as crazy, and 
made haſte Home becauſe Dinner-time was at Hand. 


When we were at Table and Converſation open'd, 
this Apparition was much talk'd of, that it- had di- 
ſturb'd the Daughter of one of the principal Publick 
Houſes in the Town; and ſurprizing Things they 
told of it. This Story had ſo 9 the Lodgers 
| there 


this Buſineſs that don't let Lodgings. The Kindneſs 


We went to a Dozen of theſe Shops, and found ſo. 


this ridiculous Whim ; and after we had unſucceſsfully 
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there that two Ladies were come from thence to lodge 


with us. And every Body ſeem'd fo perſwaded of the 
. Reality of the Apparition, that we durſt no longer 


diſpute it. We had even ſome warm Words with a 
good Prieſt, who tabled with us, and proceeded even 
to threaten us with a Complaint before the Biſhop and 
Prince of Liege for the Scandal which we had given 
by our incredulous Obſervations. This little Conteſt 


obliged us to retire a little the ſooner under Pretence 
of Dreſſing for the Ball. 


This Ball was very numerous; the Wetneſs of the 
Meadows brought all the World to the Aſſembly; and 
as every Gentleman for four Skellins paid at the Door 
might introduce one or more Ladies, the Place was ſo 
crowded that there was hardly Room to dance. The 


_ ridiculous Count of —— according to Cuſtom diſtin- 


guiſned himſelf by a thouſand Impertinences. He 
flew from Lady to Lady and made each a thread-bare 
Compliment as infipid as his Perſon. He was ſo well 
known that he gave no Offence ; even the graveſt La- 


dies laugh'd at him to his Face : And when his Follies 


had drawn a Smile from 'em, the firſt he met was made 
a Confident and inform'd of it as a Mark of a growing 
Paſſion for him. My Lady was forced to dance with 


him, and to accept a Ball which he offer'd her the 


T hurJday following; but was ſo tir'd with having 
wallk'd all the Morning from four o' Clock to Eleven 


that ſhe was forced to quit the Ball bears: it ended, 
and we e Ar. 


Next 


he 


ce 
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Next Day we found much leſs Company at the Pox- 
lon Spring than uſual. The major Part of the Drink- 
ers had quitted it to go to other Fountains without the 
Town ; for as I have already hinted, there are four 
Mineral Springs beſides the Poubon, of which the two 
moſt famous are that of Geronſtere and that of Sauws- 
nere; the two others call'd Tornelet and Barifſart are 
extreamly neglected. Generally and almoſt always, 
they that are to drink of other Fountains prepare them» 
ſelves for it by the Poxhon Waters about 12 Days: Be- 
cauſe Phyſicians and Chemiſts ſay that thoſe Waters eſ- 
ſentially contain the Properties of the ſeveral Minerals 
found in the others; ſo that it's look'd upon as the 
Quinteſſence and Elixir of the other Springs. This 
Remark is founded on the Phyſical Experiments of the 
dieur Salpetenere Chemiſt and Apothecary at Liege. 
As this Gentleman has accuſtom'd himſelf to come eve- 
ry Summer to the Spa for more than thirty Years, and 
as he has a Shop pretty well furniſh'd with neceſſary 
Drugs it's frequented like a Coffee-Houſe, and every 


Body liſtens to him with Pleaſure. - We went there too. 


His Houſe is very ſmall, but very convenient for the 
Drinkers, becauſe it's at the Corner of the Fountain 
and near the little Apartments veceſſarily required by 
the Operation of the Waters. This Gentleman who 
has ſpent his Life in the Obſervation of theſe Fountains 
told us a hundred curious Things of them. Among o- 
thers he told us that the Pouhen is deadly Poiſon to 
Worms, Inſects, and all Animals of that Species. 
He made the Experiment before our ns aa At that 

| Inftant 
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Inſtant he fill'd a large Veſſel with Pou hon and ano- 


ther with fair Water, which he went and drew him- 


ſelf in the Middle of the Square. Into each of theſe 
he put a very briſk little Eel. We conſider'd 'em atten- 
tively — our Watches on the Table. That in the Mi- 
neral ſtruggled to eſcape as if it were in boiling Wa- 
ter, and after ſome Efforts dy'd there in 14 Minutes. We 
repeated this Experiment with Earth Worms and Frogs 
which our Men catch'd for us. The Worms plunged 
in the Pouhon Water were kill'd immediately: The 
Frog liv'd there an Hour. While the Worms and the 
Frog in the fair Water liv'd *till Twelve o' Clock, and 
the Eel was alive the next Day. This Experiment 
proved to us the ſovereign Expediency of theſe Waters 
in vermicular Diſtempers, ſince we may preſume that 
they are equally deſtructive to Inſects engender'd in the 
Human Body. The Apothecary ſhew'd us, in Proof 
of this, the Figure of an extraordinary Inſect which a 
Girl of the Country of Liege had voided by Way of 
Urine ſome Vears before. The Fact is curious enough 


to deſerve a Place here. 


A Nobleman's Daughter, whoſe Name he told us, 
had for ſeveral Vears voided by way of Urine a great 
Quantity of Blood, and felt exceſſive Smart in her 
Reins... However, this Complaint: was not continual, 
nor the Conſequences of it equally violent; but every 


Return of her Pain brought an Increaſe of it. Her fre- 


quent Loſs of Blood and Want of Reſt had reduced 
her to extream Weakneſs. She had conſulted all the 


Phyſicians in the Country, and for want of knowing 
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the Nature of her Diſeaſe they had loaded her with 


* Medicines hurtful or at leaſt uſeleſs, One of the moſt 


Ugenuous owning his Uncertainty in her Caſe, adviſed 
me Waters at Spa, and particularly thoſe of Pou bon. 
The young Lady follow'd his Advice, to her Advan- 
| tage. The Waters had their uſual Effect with her, 
tho' fo feeble that ſhe took them every Morning i in Bed. 
The fourth Day her Pains diminiſhed, ' and on the ſe- 
venth ſhe voided the Inſect the Picture of which I ſaw. 
This Animal was like a Fiſh arm'd with different 
Prickles like Fins. His Gullet was very large, and 
| his Head armed with two very ſharp Horns ; and in 
all Probability was form'd and nouriſh'd in the Reins 
of this young Lady. The Prickles it was arm'd with 


_ g2ve her the Pain ſhe complain'd of, and by continually 
opening the contiguous Veſſels, occaſion'd that perpe · 


tual Loſs of Blood with which her Urine was ſtained, 
The Pouhon Waters, after having kil'd this Animal 


| ; in its Cell, had Force enough to drive it out with 


them. From that Moment the Lady Was cured with- 


out Relapſe, and, as they ſay, lived many Years af- 
fer. I thought the Shape of this Inſect ſo extraordi- 


| | | nary,. that I begged the Apothecary to let me draw 


it, and he gave me a Print of it. A Prodigy of this 
Kind is never forgot at Spa, and there were then 
Abundance of old Folks Witneſſes of the Fact, and | 
ſome of them confirmed it to us. ; 


The Pleaſure we. ook. in 1 with our. Che- 
WM mit amus'd us agreeably 'till Dinner; 3 as we were 
\ | ſurpriz'd at his Inf ight into theſe Waters, which we 
| judg'd 


118 
judg'd exceeded his Profeſſion, he told us modeſtly, that 
he ow'd his little Stock of Knowledge to Mr Nee! 
Phyſician at Liege; and that he had gain'd it in at. 
"tending that Doctor in making his Experiments on the 
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Waters in 1698. And this was the Occaſion of them, 
ſays he. The great Earthquake we felt on the 1 8th of 
September 1692, gave ſome Perſons a Handle of decry- 
ing theſe Waters, and of ſpreading a Report that they 
were quite alter'd, and had loft their Virtue. This 
Scandal was rais'd on a Suppoſition that the Earth- 
- quake had diſturb'd our Springs, and mix'd them with 
thoſe of common Water ; and they pretended to prove 
it by the new Crevices and Clefts which were really 
made in the Mountains and Rocks towards the South, 
where the Poubon takes its Riſe, about a Muſquet Shot 
from hence. The Troubles and the Wars which afflic- 
| ted this Country of late Years, having render'd the 
Paſſage dangerous, and the Journey inſecure, becauſe 
of the hoſtile Parties, the Diſcredit of the Waters gain'd 


Ground, and they were thought leſs wholeſome be- 
cauſe leſs frequented. 


Upon theſe Conſiderations Ie Sieur Edmund Nefel, 


Phyſician at Liege, who was well acquainted with our 
Springs, came hither to examine on the Spot if theſe 
Reports were founded on Reality. He engaged me, 
ſays the Apothecary, to aſſiſt in this Examen, perſuad- 
ed that I might help his Inquiries, ſince my conſtant 
Attendance at the Waters for fifteen or ſixteen Sum- 
mers muit have made me more ſenſible of the pretended 
Diminution of their Qualities, This Doctor did me 

5 the 


had efcap'd our Notice. We explain'd it 19 the La- 


the German Sa. OR 119 


che Honour to admit me in his Obſervations ; we went 


together to all the Fountains, we taſted them, and 
found them very near the ſame as before the Earth- 
quake. The only ſenſible Change was in the Paabon 
Spring. Dr Neſel could hardly remember it. But 
inſtead of loſing their Qualities by this Alteration, the 
Waters were impregnated with a double Quantity of 
Mineral. And one curious Obſervation we made, 
which was, that altho' theſe Waters were much fuller of 
Mineral than before, yet they were always clear and 


tranſparent, whereas before the Earthquake they were 
muddy in tempeſtuous and rainy Weather. | 


We did not content ourſelves with theſe general Re- 
marks, we confirm'd them by the Coction, Diſtillati- 


on, Fermentation, and Evaporation of the Waters of 


every Spring, and by every Method which Chemiſtry 
has invented to undreſs Nature. We found the Quan- 
tity and the Quality of their Salts, Sulphur and Mi- 
neral-the ſame as before the Year 1692. We even 
prov'd the Produce of our Operations with the Load- 
ſtone, and found them equally full of Steel. Dr Ne/e/ 
drew up an Account of our Obſervations, which he 
preſented to his moſt Serene Highneſs Clement of Ba- 
varia, then Biſhop of Liege ; and by Order of his 
Highneſs it was printed, who to undeceive the World 
had engrav'd in Letters of Gold over the Poubon Foun- 
tain the ingenious Inſcription which you ſee there. 


We went out of his Shop to read it, for hitherto it 


dies, 


they perceiv'd nothing extraordinary in it. It is in. 
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dies, who wonder'd that I took a Tranſcript of it ſince rie 


deed more curious than elegant, becauſe the Chronolo- 

gical Deſign of it forced the Uſe of Words whoſe Nu- 

merical Letters might expreſs the Time of the. Earth. 

quake in 1692 3 as is eaſily ſeen by adding the Nume- 

rals according to their-Value in this Inſcription, which 
L have faithfully tranſcrib'd. 


4 TERRE MoTtV Lonce VR ERNI niTIplos, 


o VsTVOWI roxrIoR sCatValVIr. 
That is, Since the Earthquake the Waters of this Spring 


are more abundant, more tranſparent, and ſtronger. 


The Numerical Letters as they ſtand in the Inſcription 


| are theſe: 3 | 
> MVLVIIIDIVVVICVIVI. 
0 Which placed i in Order ſtand thas : t 
| MDCLVVVVYYVIIIIIIL | 
And make the Number of 1692. >, 


After having confider'd the Reaſons which might 
induce the Government of Liege to place that Inſeripti- | 
on there, we return'd to Salpeteur's Shop to hear the 
reſt of his Diſſertation. He re-aſſum'd' the Thread of 
it with Pleaſure, and we admir'd at his Modeſty and 
Docility ſo ſeldom the Companions of ſuperficial Know- 
ledge. He own'd to us that Mr Chrouet, a Phyſician 
in the Neighbourhood, had ſince made larger Diſcove- 

ries 


ight 
ipti- 
the 
1 of 
and 
ow- 
clan 
ve · 
ries 


ries in theſe Waters than Dr Ne: And tho', ſays he, 
his Obſervations are quite contrary to ours yet I think 


'em more certain. We have Experience on our Side, 


but he produces ſo many learned Reaſons on his that I 
am convinced againſt my Judgment. For Example, he 


proves that the Poubon Water is not impregnated with 


Vitriol: I believe him, tho' tis beyond my Coinpre- 
henſion, becauſe this Water has all the cuſtomary Symp- 
toms and Effects of Vitriol. It has the ſame Taſte, af- 
fects the human Body the ſame Way, and turns the 
Gall-nut black: Nay more, ſays he, it blackens all 
the Teeth, and without a proper Care in thoſe who 


drink the Waters, they'll turn as black as Jett 1 in a 
Month. | 


But, ſays my Lady, if Vitriol does not effect all 
this what does? And how does Mr Chrouet explain it. 
He pretends, Madam, (ſays the good Apothecary) that 
theſe Effects are produced by a certain Proportion of 
Sulphur Earth and Salt mix'd in the Water; and that 
this Compoſition produces Effects which no Part of it is 


able to do ſeparately. Ay, well, Sir, ſays ſhe, he's 


too learned for me: Thank you for all the pretty 
Things you have taught me, but it's Dinner-Time 
now. We parted with a Promiſe of meeting at the 
Four o'Clock Meadow, where our {iglian treated 
ſome Ladies * Liege. 


This Meadow, ſo famous among the Drinkers, de- 
rives all its Merit from the great Penury of Walks at 
Spa : So true it is that moſt Things owe their Value 
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to their Scarcity. There are ten thouſand charming 


Meadows in the World much leſs talk'd of, becauſe 


they are ſituated where every Thing is agreeable. But 
at Spa, where all is Rock or Mountain, a little Green- 
cward is a Prodigy, and a Mead of two or three Acres 
is the figelt Walk in the World. *Tis true, the odd 
Situation of the Place gives this Meadow its Beauties. 
Its Coolneſs from Three a Clock is charmingly refreſh- 
ing, for about that Time the Mountain which covers it 
interrupts the Sun then declining towards the Weſt. 
And while we enjoy the Shade, we have the Pleaſure 


of obſerving the groteſque Effects of the Sunſhine on 


the oppoſite Mountains, where the Landſkips are 
ſurpriſing. 
This Meadow is call'd the Four o' Clock Meadow, 
Hecauſe towards that Time it grows cool. Tis about 


fifty Vards from the Town. The only Way thither is 
by a ſtony narrow Path cut through the Rock. This 


Rock, round which the Path turns, terrifies the Eye, 


becauſe 1t's a Quarry whence the Inhabitants fetch 
their Stone, and in ſome Places the Points hang 
frightfully over and ſeem falling on our Heads. But 
theſe very Things recommend the Meadow. It's 
bounded by a Brook which runs with Rapidity among 


the Stones, and in ſome Places forms natural Caſcades. 


The Noiſe of this Current join'd to the W hiſper of the 
Trees which cover the Mountains, forms perpetually 
that ſoft Murmur ſo agreeable to melancholy Lovers. 
Here our IJiallan had aſſembled all the Inſtruments of 
the Town by way of publick Concert. He had diſ- 
pos'd the Horns at one Egd, and the Hautbois at the 

other, 
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now and then united very agreeably. At the Bottom 
of the Meadow, which forms a Semicircle, he had 
placed a Symphony more ſoft and regular, near a 


Buffet, with Refreſhments for the Ladies and Wine for 
the Gentlemen. 


The Aſſembly was numerous, and every Body well 
ſatisſied with the Gallantry. But as the Crowd encreaſ- 
ed, our Ladies propos'd fitting a- part to enjoy the 
Feaſt with more Tranquility: But all was ſo full that 
we could hardly find a convenient Place. The Coun- 
ſellor of Brusſels, who tabled with us, ſhew'd us one 
and join'd us. After having talk'd ſome Time on the 
Situation of the Meadow, and of the 7:alian's Gallan- 
try, the Counſellor aſk'd my Lady, if ſhe had heard of 
the Apparition which had diſcompos'd a young Wo- 
man lately. Truly, ſays my Lady, I have talk'd 
with the poor Creature myſelf ; ſhe's a filly Thing, a 
Viſionary that does not know what he ſays, and it's 
a Pity too for ſhe's pretty enough. That is to ſay, 
Madam, ſays the Counſellor, that you don't believe the 
Story? —— Not a Word on't, ſays ſhe ; all that I 


wounded ; for theſe Spirits are often an Artifice to con- 
ceal Intreagues. You are not credulous, Madam, ſays 


than you, have ſeen ſuch ſurpriaing Things that their 
Eyes have convinced 'em. They are two Dutch Ofli- 
cers, not to be ſuſpected of too eaſy Belief. One of 
them juſt now told me the Adventure. My Ladies 
* Com- 
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other. They continually anſwered one another, and 
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believe is, that the Girl's Head is turn'd or her Heart 


the Counſellor, and two of my Friends, no more ſo 
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Companions begged the Counſellor to tell the Story, 


and he told it with all its Circumſtances in a very a- 
greeable Manner. 


Since you have ſeen, Ladies, the Girl we are talking 


of, ſays he, I need not tell you ſhe's young and hand- 


ſome. Yet that Obſervation is neceſſary to the Story: 
For befides that the Heroine of a Hiſtory ought to be 
beautiful, Hobgoblins of this Sort ſeldom attack the 
Old or the Ugly. Neither has this Girl the Character 
of exceſſive Credulity, nor does ſhe ſeem of ſo amorous 
a Complexion as to join in ſuch a Farce to cover an 
 Intreague. Her Temper is lively, and her Conduct 
diſcreet.. Her Mother has been dead about a Year, and 
ſhe manages the Houſe under her Father, who leaves 
all the Care to her. They always had a good deal of 
Company, but as two entire Families have quitted 
them, there now remain'd bat ſix Perſons, vi. two La- 
dies and their Woman, two Dutch Officers, and a Monk 
(whoſe Name and Habit I conceal for the Sake of his 
Order) theſe fix Perſons a are ſo many Witneſſes of this 
Adventure. 1 


It is five or ſix Days ſince this Girl has complain'd 
that ſhe has been ſo tormented ſhe can't ſleep a-N:ghts. 
She ſaid. ſhe had often felt her Bed cloaths drawn of, 
and ſomething very heavy threw itſelf upon the Bed. 


She at firſt thought the great Houſe-Dog had quitted 
the Kitchen to lie in her Chamber. Ina this Belief ſhe N 


call'd him as if to careſs him; but he kept aloof. 


Tired at length with this Diſturbance ſhe threatned b 


him with an angry Fun, and the Moment ſhe 100 up 


1 * 
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a Stick which the kept always by her to drive him a- 
way, ſhe ſaw the Chamber io enlighten'd with a ſud- 
den Flaſh, that ſhe threw herſelf trembling into her 
Bed again, and at the Shriek ſhe gave ſomething diſ- 
appear'd. Every Body that ſhe told this to laugh'd at 
her, and faid it 'was a Dream or the Night-Mare. O- 


thers ſaid it was certainly a Cat, becauſe a Cat's Eyes 


ſparkle in the Dark. The Girl averr'd, that whether 
ſhe dream'd or no, the Thing that afrightned her was 
b'gger and heavier thaa a Cat. She was rally'd a good 
deal upon it, and repeated joking made her laugh at it 
herſelf at laſt, and conclude that ſhe had only dreamt. 


The next Night the Viſion return'd, but in more 
frightful Circumſtances. She found herſelf awaken'd 
at firſt by a gentle Jog: And ſhe thought ſhe felt a 
Hand in the Bed, and the very Moment ſhe ſtrove to 
ſeize it and ſtop its Impertinence her whole Bed was 
enlighten'd, which frighted her beyond Imagination. 
Immediately ſne ſhut her Eyes and made a thouſand 
Croſſes, which diſpers'd the Brightneſs but did not 
drive away the Hobgoblin. The inviſible Hand began 
its Game again, and grew very rude and very urgent. 
Then the Girl opening her Eyes perceiv'd at the Bed's 
Foot a great burning Croſs ſurrounded with frightful 
Characters which ſhe took for Magick. The Altoniſh- 
ment which this Sight occaſion'd took away her 
Speech ; and if ſhe could have ſpoke ſhe durſt not, be- 
cauſe beneath an Image 'at the Foot of the Bed, ſhe 
read theſe two Words, Be filent, which were wrigten 
very diſtinctly in luminous Characters. If this hack 
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, Paſs'd only in the Girl's Imagination it muſt be own'd. 
that the Circumſtances are terrible: But this was but a 
Prelude to what ſhe ſaw afterwards. Not daring to 
cry out, the poor Girl repeated to herſelf all the Prayers 
ſhe could remember, and made Vows to all the Saints 
ſhe could think on : She promis'd Pilgrimages of every 
Kind; and forgetting in her Trouble that ſhe had hid 
herſelf under the Cloaths, ſhe imputed the Darkneſs to 
her Vows — but ſhe had ſcarce ventur'd to open her 


Eyes when ſhe had like to have dy'd with Fright. She 


ſaw at her Bedſide a frightſul Spectre which ſeem'd to 
touch the Cieling. The Arms of it were extended, like 
a Croſs, and its Head ſeem'd to burn. What frighten'd 
her more was that it ſeem'd to have many Hands; 
one of 'em held up a Finger to forbid her erying out, 
while the other rummaged the Bed cloaths, the Spectre 
all the while forming a Crucifix. She thought ſuch an 
extraordinary Appearance a heavenly. Viſion, and 
thinking it an Angel of Light ſhe gather'd all her 
Strength to riſe and get upon her Knees. That In- 
ſtant ſhe ſelt herſelf ſo cloſely embraced: by the Spectre 
that ſhe gave herſelf for loſt. The frightful and wan- 
ton Embraces of this Figure not ſeeming ſo: very hea- 
venly, ſhe ſtruggled a good while to diſengage herſelf, 
and finding herſelf overpower'd, ſhe cry'd as loud as 
ſhe could for Succour. Her Cries having wak'd the 
Ladies in a Chamber juſt by, they made their Woman 
go ſee what was the Matter: She having half opened 
the Door perceiv'd a burning Phantom caſting out Fire 
and Smoke, and which ſaid to her in a ſolemn Tone, 
Retire, or thou dieſt. Here ends the ſecond Viſion. 
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You may imagine, Ladies, that the Alarm and 
Fright ſpread itſelf through the Houſe. The Ladies 
call'd for Help, but no Body came. The Pather lay 
backward, and the two Officers were gone to Verviers 
(a little Town ſome Leagues from Spa). As ſoon as it 
was Day the poor Girl jump'd out of Bed, half dead, 
to tell her Father this Adventure. As ſoon as the La- 
dies came down they aſked for their Reckoning, for 
they reſolved to quit their Lodgings. The Father per- 
ceiving that he ſhonld ſuffer by this Hobgoblin was 
angry with bis Daughter and call'd her Viſionary. 
the Ladies took the poor Girl's Part, and, upon the 
Credit of their Woman who had a Share in the Ad- 
venture, ſwore there was a Spirit in the Houſe, and an 
evil Spirit too. The Monk, a Lodger in the ſame 
Houſe, confirm'd the Viſion by his own Experience and 
by apt Examples. You know, Ladies, that theſe Gen- 
try have a hundred ſuch Tales at their Tongues End, 
and a Monk ſeldom diſputes an Apparition, Particu- 
larly thoſe of his Order have a more natural Tendency 
that Way, as the Foundation of their richeſt Mona- 
ſeries is owing to the Viſion of their Inſtitutor. The 
Queſtion was to determine the Sort of this Girl's Vi- 
ſion, and to explain it. The Monk aſſur'd em, as if 
it had been reveal'd to him, that this luminous Spectre 
was the Ghoſt of the Girl's dead Mother, who being 
in Purgatory came to beg Relief; and 'twas his Opi- 


nion they ſhould have Recourſe to Prayers and Maſſes: 


And he offer'd his and thoſe of his Function. Imme- 


diately they went to the Capuchins who all * Mafs 
on the Occaſion. 
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But whatever the Hoſt could do, the Ladies left 
the Houſe : However his Entreaties engaged them to 
coriceal the Reaſon of it, that his Houſe might ſuffer 
no Diſcredit by it. The Girl for her Part could not 
go to Bed alone, and with large Promiſes prevailed on 
one of her Maids to lie with her; and that not till the 
Monk had ſaid a long Strain of Prayers in the Room 
and before the Father, For all this the burning Croſs 
appear'd : The Maid was frighten'd out of her Wits, 
and tho' the Spectre did not come near 'em, ſhe ſwore 
ſhe had ſeen enough to ran no more Hazzard, and 
threaten'd to leave the Houſe too if they forced her to 
it. The Monk aſſumed the Merit of the Ghoſt's 
keeping at Diſtance, as if his Prayers had occaſion'd it. 
The Maſſes were repeated : 'They even ſent to Liege 
to defire them of ſeveral Convents. The Monk re- 
peated his Prayers, and towards Night ſprinkled every 
Corner of the Room with Holy Water, | 


Uphappily his Exorciſms did not terrify-the Hob. 
goblin. It was a Spirit of a ſullen and haughty Diſ— 
polition, and was certainly averſe to the Company of a 
Servant. The Girl was alone, and as the Ghoſt's Buſi- 
neſs was only with her, it came again to viſit her in a 
Dreſs more terrible than before. The Chamber ſeem- 
ed all in Flames and ſprinkled with little luminous 
Croſſes, with abundance of Scrawls, among which 
the important Injuntion to be ſilent was frequently 
and diſtinctly viſible. In the midſt of this Illumination 
the Girl ſaw the Spectre advance.gravely towards her 


in a flaming Shirt. When it was near the Bed, it. call- 
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ed her by her Name, and bid her make Room. The 
poor Girl already half dead with Fear, perceiving that 
the Hobgoblin came near, gave a Shreik that rais'd all 
the Houſe, but no Body durſt ſtir ; only her Father 
ran to her with a Bundle of Relicks which he borrowed, 
of the Capuchins. Whether thoſe Relicks frighten'd 
the Ghoſt I can't tell, but it was vaniſh'd when the 


good Man enter'd ; and he could only ſee the burning 


Croſſes and Writing which were till viſible through a 
thin Smoke which fill'd the Room. 


The Father ſaw thoſe Prodigies, and was almoſt as 
much ſcared as his Daughter, Who was half dead and 
ſenſeleſs in her Bed. Then the good Man runs to the 
Monk's Door and begs his Afliftance to make the Ghoſt 
break its Mind. This pious Father declin'd it, becauſe 


Modeſty and his Order would not ſuffer him to enter 


without his Cloaths ; and he made a Difficulty of ap- 
proaching a young Woman's Bed. At length he came 
forth and feem'd terrified at theſe Appearances. He pro- 
ſtrated himſelf at the Sight of the flaming Creſſes, and af- 
ter ſome Prayers, which the Landlord devoutly ſaid Amen 


to, he conjur'd the Spirit to appear. The Ghoſt knew 
better; and the pious Monk imputed its Fear to the 


Virtue of his ſacred Frock which has always been ter- 
rible to the Devil; and therefore he concluded that 
this Spirit was an Angel of Darkneſs transform'd into 


an Angel of Light; one of thoſe Genies ſo famous a- 


mong the credulous Ancients under the Names of J- 
cubus and Succubus. 


All this while the Girl was in a Swoen: Her Father 
G 5 ran 
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ran to the Cellar for ſome Wine, and the Monk order- 
ed him to bring a Holy Candle with him to trace the 
Motions of the Spirit. As ſoon as the Candle came 
the Croſſes and the Writing diſappear'd : The Girl too 
recover'd from her Swoon, and told all the Circum- 
ſtances of the Viſion with that Horrour and Earneſtneſs 


which only Reality can inſpire. The Monk to com- 
fort her told her the Virtue of the Holy Candle ; he 


made the Father carry it upon the Stair Caſe, and im- 


mediately all the Croſſes reviv'd: And theſe Words 
were very legible on the Chimney-piece, Hence ye 
Prophane. 'The Mcnk made it plain enough that only 
the Landlord was concern'd in that, who probably 
would have retir'd, if he had not perceiv'd ſome Sparks 
upon the Monk's Habit while the Candle was remov'd 
out of the Room: But they were immediately extin- 
guiſh'd by a little Holy Water. The Girl's Father 
was too much obliged to the Monk to leave him ex- 


pos'd to thoſe Symptoms of burning; and tho' the 
Monk rely'd couragiouſly on the Virtue of his Habit, 


the Hoſt would not quit him. They paſs'd the Reſt 
of the Night together, and the Girl's Father, to whom 
the Sight grew familiar, often carry'd out the Holy 
Candle, purely for the Comfort of admiring its all- 
powerful Virtue. At length came Day, and the Illumi- 
nation ceas'd. The Monk went out ta ſay Maſs, and 
did not return 'til! Dinner- time. 


The Dutch Officers, who returned from Verviers 
the Night before, pretty well tir'd with the Roughneſs 
of the Road, had ſcarce heard the Diſturbance. The 

| Landlord 


n 2 


— 


——— — —mN—A AD U— 


the German Spa. 131 
Landlord himſelf carefully conceal'd it from 'em for 
fear they ſhould leave his Houſe too. But they were 
ſoon inform'd of it. The Diſerder they ſound the poor 
Girl in aſter ſo fad a Night, gave them occaſion to 
queſtion her. Her Heart was ſo full of this Adventure 
that ſhe told it honeſtly, notwithſtanding her Father's 
Prohibition. Happily for her, her Father catch'd her 
in the Tale, ſince the Preſence of the Officers reſtrain'd 
his Anger. Theſe Gentlemen comforted his Fears, 
and aſſur'd him that inſtead of quitting his Houſe, they 
would clear it of the Ghoſt. Then they took him aſide 
to aſk him ſuch Queſtions about this Incident as they 
could not with good Manners aſk his Daughter. They 


fancy'd they could diſcern ſomething through the 


Wonders which the Landlord had told them. Offi- 
cers, and Proteſtant Officers, are no more credulous in 
theſe Aﬀairs than my Lady: They were led to the 
Girl's Appartment, and the Places where thoſe Marve!, 


had appear'd were pointed out to them. The Marks 


of the Croſs and the Characters were evident enough 


| for the Images and Tapeſtry were ſigned. This ſuffi- 


cently proved the Reality of the Vifion : Yet theſe 
Marks produced Effects quite contrary. The Land- 
lord, after having eſteem'd his Daughter an Enthuſiaſt, 
became a flagrant one himſelf; and could not bear 
the Incredulity of the Officers. Their Doubts gather'd 
Strength from the Inſcription on the Chimney-Piece, 
the Sparks on the Monk's Coat, and the diſappearing 
of the flaming Figures at .the Approach of the holy 
Candle. Theſe Gentlemen pretending to give into the 
Landlord's Credulity, deſir'd to ſee this wonderful 
Candle. He went to fetch it; but was quite confus'd 
| when 
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when he found that in the Troable he was in at his 
Daughter's Cries he had taken only a common Candle. 
The Officers gathered a good deal from his Miſtake, and 
made uſe of it to acquaint him with their Suſpicions. 


They agreed with him that the viſible Diſquiets of his 


Daughter ſufficiently clear'd her of Confederacy. The 
good Man was ſtagger'd, and own'd that even his Rea- 
ſon told him theſe could not be Apparitions of his de- 
paried Wife, and that it would be foolſh to imagine 
that a Mother ſhould come expreſsly from the other 
World to torment her Daughter, or ſhould uſe ſome 
Indecencies which her Daughter complain'd of. Theſe 
Remarks reduced him to his primitive Incredulity, 
and he begged: the Gentlemen to aſſiſt him in the un- 
veiling a Myſtery which it ſo much concern'd him to 
unravel. | | 


Now for the Diſcovery, Ladies, and I dare lay no 
Body gueſſes it. Truly Sir, ſays one of the Ladies, I 
don't know what to think ; theſe Lights terrify me, 
and I ſuſpect ſomething of Magick. So faid the other 
Lady too. Tis white Magick then, ſays my Lady; 
for to ſpeak freely, I have fome Suſpicion of your 
Monk, notwithſtanding his devout Appearances. My 
Lady, ſays the Counſellor, is always hard upon the poor 
Monks, and I wiſh this Story may inſpire her with 
more Charity toward *em. I doubrit, ſays ſhe, but 
let's ſee — After this little Pauſe the Counſellor 
continued. | 


The Officers laid ſeveral Deſigns, the moſt eaſy of 
which they -pitch'd upon, and it ſucceeded to their Wiſh. 
| That 
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That was, That the Father ſhould ſeem melancholy 
till the Diſcovery was made; that he ſhould continue 
the Maſſes as uſual; that he ſhould remove his Daugh- 


ter to that Room which the Ladies had quitted; that 


one of the Officers ſnould lie in that Room where the 
Girl lay before, while the other Officer and the Land- 
lord ſhould wait the Sequel in the Kitchen. All this 
was kept ſecret among them there; even the Girl was 
inform'd of it but laſt Night, and that the Minute ſhe 
was to retire. Her Part was therefore the more natu- 
ral, for ſhe was in Tears, and in terrible Expectation 
all the Evening, and could not be perſuaded to go to 
Bed. However ſhe went into the vacant Chamber, and 
the Officers purſued their Scheme. The Father, better 
to conceal his Diſtruſt, engaged the good Monk to re- 
peat his Prayers and his Holy Water at his Daughter's 
Chamber door. At length every Body retir'd and the 
Candles were put out. K | 


Two Hours paſs'd in dead Silence the Officer in the 
Girl's Bed expected the Viſion with Impatience: He was 
even beginning to think that the Spirit was more afraid 
of him than of the Holy Water, when he heard the 
Chamber door open ſoftly, He counterfeited a ſound 
sleep, and when he heard it take ſeveral Turns in the 
Chamber he felt ſomething lifting up his Bed-cloaths.- As 
he had wrapt himſelf cloſe in 'em, he made ſome Re, 
ſiſtance and repuls the Hobgoblin. When he found 
it a little ſurther of, he peep'd from under the Cloaths 
and perceived all the Room in a Blaze, burning Croſſes, 
Letters of Fire, and a horribie Spectre vomiting Flame 
and Smoke. This Officer confeſs d to me, that inur'd 

| as 


134 The Amuſements of 
as he is to Fire, and undaunted as he thought himſelf 
be was at firſt fright'ned : Which may very well be, 
ſince true Valour is not the ſuppreſſing fearful Appre- 
henſions but the ſurmounting em. Be that as it will, 
the Spectre having mutter'd ſome barbarous Words 
round the Room, approach'd the Bed again. The 
Officer who watch'd it, taking his Opportunity, threw 
over the Neck of it a Slip-Knot, one End of which 
he had tied at the Bed's Foot, and pulling the Cord 
with all his Might brought down the Spectre, and 
throwing himſelf upon it, ſwore he'd ſtrangle it if it 
would not ſpeak. The Fall of it was more terrible 
than its Figure; for that was attended with Flaſhings 
and a Bounce like a Clap of Thunder which fill'd the 
Room with Smoke. The Officer not at all diſcom- 
pos'd, ſtuck cloſe upon him, and held him by the 
Throat — for this Spectre was Fleſh and Blood like 
other Men. He ſtruggled a long Time to eſcape from 
beneath the Officer, who kept crying out and ſwearing 
he was ſtronger than the Devil. The Landlord and 
the other Officer ran up at the Noiſe with Lights and 
Weapons, and ſoon diſengaged the Spectre from his Con- 
queror in their Impatience to ſee him. But bow were 
they ſurpriz'd when they found that this terrible and ob- 
| Rinate Hobgoblin, was no other Man than the Monk. 
His Deſign was evident, and even before his Conſeſſi- 
on, it was plain that all his Apparitions were contriv'd 
to frighten the poor Girl, and fo to gratify his Lechery. 
The Landlord who immediately diſcern'd all this, flew 
into a Fury hardly to be reſtcain'd : And is it you, 
Sirrah, ſays he, that diſgraces my Houſe and diſhonours 
my Daughter? You ſhall die, Villain — Agd throw- 

ing 
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ing himſelf upon him, he had done his Buſineſs, if the 
Officers had not held him. - Fain he would have made 
him ſuFer the Fate of Abelard. He deſerv'd it, but 
the Officers diſcreetly choſe to huſh up the Affair. 


This wretched Monk getting upon his Knees begged 
Pardon, and ſhedding abundance of Tears, was as ab- 
je& as Vice could make him. He confeſs'd his Crime, 
but proteſted that he had committed it in Imagination 
only; and that by making himſelf an Apparition he 
bad loft his Labour and Reſt. This was a very divert- 
ing Scene; becauſe the Equipage which had render'd 
him ſo formidable being ſhorn of its Beams and view'd 
near had ſomething burleſque in it. This Monk who 


is very tall, had put upon his Head a high crown'd Pa- 


per Cap, and had run a Stick through the Sleeves of 
his Coat in Form of a Croſs : He had a Shirt over his 
Coat; and through the Slits of the Pockets under his 
Arms, he paſs'd his Hands in each of which he held a 
Vial, one of the Phoſphorus fulgurans, the other of 
the P hoſphorus fumans ; by which he diſpers'd Fire 
or Smoke as he pleas' d. Unhappily for him the Vial 
of Phoſphorus fulgurans broke in his Fall; and as the 
Agitation of it had made the Fire very ſubtil, it has 
ſcorch'd two Fingers of his Right Hand and maim'd 
'em for ever. 


The Officers had a Mind the Girl ſhould ſee the De- 
vil in this Dreſs ; *twas indeed neceſſary to compoſe 
her diſturb'd Imagination and prevent the ill Effects of 
it. In vain the Monk begged an Exemption from this 
Diſgrace; he muſt ſubmit. The Father went to call 
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the Girl ; ſhe came all trembling, but loſing her Tears 


at the Sight of his comical Condition, the abus'd him 


Sandſomely, and pleas'd herſelf with boxing his Ears 
with his Slipper. The Father gave him ſome Cuffs 
too, which at laſt the Officers put a ſtop to, to inquire 
into the Nature of this wonderful Phoſphorus, and the 
Compoſition of it. The Monk kept off ſome Time; 
bat their Threats of expoſing him to Juſtice as a Diſtur- 
ber of Families and a Prophaner of the moſt ſacred 
Things, he promis'd them two Vials a-piece, which he 


had in his Chamber, and gave 'em his Key to ſearch 


his Cheſt for the Recepit of it. 


When they were poſſeſs'd of theſe Things they took 
the Cord from his Neck, and help'd him to dreſs de- 
cently ; they had even the Charity to dreſs his Wound, 
and after having reproach'd him as he deſerv'd, they ad- 
viſed him to quit the Territories of Liege immediately, 
fer fear of being arreſted upon Account of this Story. 
He took their Advice, and having paid his Reckoning, 
and reimbars'd his Hoſt the Maſs- money, and left ſome 
Ducats for Damages, he ſet out at Four in the Morn- 
ing for Stavelo, a little Town three Leagues from 
hence; where he'll be the more ſecure, as the Prince 
of that Place is a Monk, and by Conſequence will be 
tender of bringing Infamy on the Habit. Tho' this 
Adventure calls aloud for Puniſhment, the Landlord 
dares not publiſhit,: becauſe Liege being an Eccleſiaſtical 


State it's dangerous to attack the Prieſts and Monks 
where they are Maſters. 


Well, Sir, ſays my Lady, did not I ſay "twas the 


Monk, 
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Monk, and that ſome Intreague was on Foot? Believe 
me that's generally the Buſineſs of Ghoſts, Spirits and 
Apparitions. People are naturally credulous and en- 
clin'd to Superſtition ; your Monks find their Account, & 
and a childiſh Diverſion in it; and the leaſt of their 
Gain is Maſs- Money, as we may learn by your Story. 
However, Madam, anſwer'd the Counſellor, that Error 
is not ſo general as you imagine even among the 
Monks; and ſome of em are Men of Parts and above 
thoſe Follies. Even here are ſome vaſtly mortified at 
the Scandal which this Wretch -has given, and I can 
aſſure you that if ſuch an Affair ſhould happen at our 
Court we ſhould ſhew no Favour. —And-very juſtly, ſays 
ſhe, for theſe Stories always come from illiterate Prieſts 
and Monks; as is evident, ' becauſe among a hundred 
of theſe Stories the Scene is ſcarce twice laid in Prote- 
ſtant Countries. There we.ſo ſeldom hear of Ghoſts, 
Spirits, and People poſſeſs'd, that in telling ſuch a Tale 
we muſt explain the Terms to be underſtood. That's 
true, ſays Mr Late, and tho' I have travelled through 
our three Realms, Switzerland, and Germany, I re- 
member to have heard nothing of this Kind but in Ro- 
nan Catholick Countries. Indeed, continued he, as 
ſoon as the luminous Croſſes were mentioned I conclud- 
ed they were og > EeE va a e. 


1 40550 fo Ku, ae the Marqueſs, becauſe fince 1 
have been in Holland, I heard of an Incident of this 
Sort which lately happen'd purely for Diverſion. Ro. 
filii, fo famous for his Adventures under the Name of 
the unfortunate Neapolitan, was the Actor of it. This 
Man kept at the Hague the moſt famous Coffee-houſe 
5 | in 
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in Holland. All Strangers went thither, and they that had 
not ſeen Ro/e/lz had ſeen nothing. He was a true 1/a- 
Han, cunning, a great Chemiſt, but a greater Bite. He 


+ had found out or brought a thouſand little Noſtrums in 


Phyfck and Chemiſtry, which he knew how to make 
his Market of when he found a Cully —— which he ne- 


ver wanted. The greateſt Noblemen took a Pride in 


his Acquaintance, and nothing was ſpoke of but him, 
The Ambaſſadreſs of France, who had read his Hi- 
ſtory, had entertain'd'a great Idea of him: She was 
happy in coming to Holland where ſhe might be ac- 
quainted with this, wonderful. Man, and: had, promis'd 
her Friends at Faris to ſend an Account of him. As 
ſoon: as ſhe came: to the Hague ſhe ſent a Page to Ro- 


ſelli to let him know her Deſire to ſee him. Noſelli 


bid the Page aſk her Excellence whether ſhe. would ſee 


him as an ordinary or an extraordinary Man. The 


Ambaſſadreſs who knew. him only by the latter 
Title did not heſitate in her Choice. The Page came 
back to tell Reſelli that her Excellence expected him at 
Six. o; Clock ('twas in Winter) and that ſhe im pati- 
ently deſired the N ere of fo ora ec a 
Perſon. Fe 


Roſelli "0s the Appointment. As took his 1/a/iar 
Habit, put on a broad-brim'd Hat and took Coach. 
He ſent up his Name: He was led into the Hall, and 
while the Page went to iyform his Lady, Roſelli put 


out the Candles, The Lady impatient to ſee him, 


came to the very Door of the Hall to meet him. Ro- 
elk advancing gravely to make his Honours, ſhook 
two. Vials which he held in his Hands, and in a Mo- 
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ment fill'd the Hall with Fite and Lightning. The 
Ambaſſadreſs, frighten'd at this SpeQacle, ran into her 
Chamber. Raſelli follow'd her there and with his, 
Phoſpharus fumans fill'd it with a horrible Smoke. 
The poor Ambaſſadreſs taking him for a Magician, 


| flew from Room to Room, and went to hide herſelf in 


the Garret. The Page as much ſcared as his Lady, 
alarm'd the Kitchen; not a Soul durſt approach; only 
a Swiſs came with his Halbert to drive away this pre- 
tended Magician. Roſelli not reliſhing- his Compli- 
ment, thurſt his Pho/dborus under his Noſe; and the 
poor Sabi, undone, as he thought, threw. himſelf 
trembling at his Feet, and ſaid in his Language, 4+, 
good My Devil, don't burn me yet, yau"ll hawe: me ſaom: 
enough. After this Expedition Ro/ell; return'd to his 
Coach, and as ſoon as he was at home, wrote a very 
handſome Letter to the Lady to excuſe his Extrava- 
gance. She forgave him, but had no more Inclination 
to ſee him, | 


The Company: laugh'd heartily at this Adventure, 
ard were ſorry that Supper: time forced: us; to ſeparate. 
My Lady finding every Body gay, propos'd to enter- 
tain the Company with a Spa Supper. She had hired 
a whole: Houſe, and brought with her a Cook, who 
dreſs'd Things: very well, We did not care to give ſo 
much Trouble; but her Aſſurances that it would give 
none at all, engaged all the Company. In Half an Hour 
we ſat down at Table, and found a little Supper of Meat 
and Fruit very prettily ſerv'd up. The Converſa - 
tion was very gay, and we continu'd it till pretty late. 
Apparitions were again the Subject, and as that Subject 

| 1s 


— 


— . DD CE" — 


is inexhauſtible, each told his Story. However that of 
Phoſphorus was the moſt approv'd. Pray Gentlemen, 
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ſays one of the Ladies, tell me what this Phoſphorus is 
which effects ſuch Wonders. 


Madam, ſays Mr Lake, who fat next her, I'll do my- 
ſelf the Honour to tell you. I have ſeen a great deal 
and a great many Sorts of 'em, ſome are natural, and 


ſome artificial. Some ſhine, ſome burn, ſome ſmoak, 


and ſome have all theſe Qualities together. That which 
Nature produces is found in Mines ; and the Chemical 
Phoſphorus is compos'd of Salt, Nitre, and other Ma- 
terials ſuitable to the Effects it is to produce. The 


moſt common is that which Artiſts call the Bolognian 


Stone, found at the Foot of Mount Paterno, about a 


French League diſtant from Bologna in Italy. They are 


little, grey, irregular, ſhining Stones. I ſaw one of 
them at Mr Cellio's in Rome which weigh'd five Pounds: 
But the ſmalleſt and brighteſt are beſt. Theſe Stones 
are not true Phophorus's till they have been calcin'd. 
The Secret was diſcover'd by a Shoe-maker of Bologna, 
who was in Search of the Philoſopher's Stone, and 
thought that this Stone contain'd Silver becauſe it 
ſparkles and is of a Silver Colour. But inſtead of find- 
ing the Metal he expected from the Calcination, he 
luckily diſcover'd this wonderful Phenomenon. When 
I went to Bologna J bought a great many, which are 
now in my Cabinet at London. But that which I ad- 
mire moſt is the Phoſphorus fulgurans invented by Fobn 
Daniel Craft ; and by all the Circumſtances is that 
which our Monk made uſe of. They generally keep it 
in a Glaſs Bottle, full of fair Water. When it's ſhaken 
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in the Dark it flaſhes ; when taken out of the Bottle it 
ſmoaks. ' If you write upon Paper or your Hand with 
it, the Letters are exceeding bright ; they are not vi- 
ſible by Day-light but ſhine wonderfully in the Dark : 


However, they that uſe it muſt be cautious ; for if it's 


handled too roughly or rubb'd too violently againſt any 
thing it really takes Fire, and burſts into a thouſand 
Pieces with a Flame as ſubtle and penetrating as 
Lightning. A few Years ago, one of the moſt famous 
Chemiſts in Oxford was dangerouſly wounded by it. 
And theſe are e the Effects of the Monk's 250 


phorus, 


But what will aſtoniſh you, Ladies, we all carry 
within us the Chief Ingredient in this wonderous Com- 
poſition. John Daniel Craft, the Inventor of it, ha- 
ving obſerv'd that moſt Peoples Water ſhines in the 
Dark, apply'd himſelf to extract the luminous Part, 
of which he made his Phoſphorus after abundance 
of Trials. *Tis one of the moſt nauſeous Operations in 
Chemiſtry. There is, beſides, a Liquid Phoſphorus, 
invented at Hamburgh by one Brand, and produced 
from black Salt. It has the ſame Effects with the Pho/- 
phorus fulgurans, and ſmoaks much more, and is more 


convenient for Writing and drawing Figures. 


All this is prodigious, Sir, ſays the Lady : But I 
ſhould be delighted to ſee the Effects of it; and we 
muſt beg the Counſellor to engage the two Officers to 
procure us that Pleaſure. With all my Heart, ſays 
the Counſellor, and if you pleaſe I'll go to 'em this 
Minute, - They took him at his Word and he went. 

Mr 
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Mr Late continu'd the Converſation, and he feem'd 


to me very well vers'd in Chemiſtry. He told us a ; 
hundred Things, every one more curious than the for- 


mer, on the Nature and Compoſition of the PBaſpho- 
rus, He brought us numberleſs Examples of Things 


naturally ſhining in the Night, and accounted for it 


conciſely. Among the reſt he told us of a Monk in 
Germany, Whoſe Head threw out Sparkles on the 


Dark whenever it was touch'd, and that therefore the 


ſuperſtitious Vulgar counted him a Saint; without con- 
ſidering, ſays he, that a Cat, the Head and Entrails of 
a Fiſh well known under the Name of a Whiting, and 


a great many Shells perform the ſame Miracle every ' 
Day. Beſide, ſays he, as Ignorance is the Parent 'of 
Superſtition, few of the Prodigies in former Times are 


now ſo aſtoniſhing, becauſe they are either explain'd or 


"imitated by Natural Philoſophy : And had the Ancients 
been as well vers'd in that as our Monk is, they would 


have drawn fewer Omens and Predictions from thoſe 
ſudden Illuminations which ſometimes appear'd on the 
Heads of their Heroes. 


This curious Converſation was interrupted by the 


Arrival of the two Officers introduced by the Coun- | 
ſellor. They made their Compliments to the Ladies. 
which the Company return'd, and deſir'd 'em to ſit | 


down. The Ladies drank a great many merry Healths 
to em, and then one of em was conducted to a neigh- 
bouring Chamber to make Proof of the Phoſphorus. He 
drew ſeveral Figures on the Wall, he wrote Pieces of 
Gallantry on ſome Paper, he lightly rubb'd with Li- 
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quid Phoſphorus two Monkeys Heads which ſuſtain'd 
the Chimney-piece, and then call'd in the Company to 
ſee the Effect. The Ladies were aſtoniſh'd, and my 
Lady own'd that if ſhe had not been appriz'd of it ſhe 
had been frighten'd to Death. They diverted them- 
ſelves a good while in writing Whims upon Paper, their 
Hands and their Cloaths, without any-ill Accident. 
One of the Officers made a Preſent to my Lady of one 


of thoſe Vials, and ſhe was wonderfully pleas'd with the 
Favour. | | 4 | 


During this Diverſion they told ſeveral little Touches 
of the Monks Devilſhip which the Counſellor had o- 
mitted ; and ſo renew'd the Diſcourſe on Spirits. The 
Counſellor took Occaſion to rally my Lady on her Diſ- 


all religious Prejudices, may I aſk the Foundation of 
| your Incredulity. I am no Philoſopher, ſays ſhe, but 
common Senſe and Experience make one an Infidel to- 
ward theſe Tales, and I ſhould never end if I were to 
tell you all the ridiculous ones I have met with. But 
had I been as credulous as the moſt credulous Nun, I 
had been cur'd in this Point by a Story which a French 
Lord told me ſome Years ago, when I went to Paris 
with my Son. Twas at the Table of the Lord Szazr, 
then Ambaſſador to France. This Nobleman ſpoke 
from his own Knowledge, becauſe the'Story was of 
himſelf. As I am the only one, continued ſhe, that 
has told no Story, I'll willingly contribute my Share, 
And ſince the Story is a pretty prolix one, it will give 
me the Opportunity of keeping the Company here the 
longer. Every Body expreſs'd an Impatience to hear 
it, 


belief of Apparitions. Madam, ſays he, laying aſide | 
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it, and we return'd into the Dining-Room, where ſhe 
told us this Story. - 


An Adventure of the Count of B— 


H E Gentleman it happened to, ſays my Lady, 

1 is a Nobleman well known at the French Court, 
under the Name of the Count of B———, He is 
brave, even fearleſs, and has diſtinguiſh'd himſelf on 
all Occaſions, eſpecially in the laſt War, when he ſerv- 
ed as Brigadier. This Nobleman having obtain'd 
Leave to paſs the Winter in one of his Country Seats, 
ſet out with his Equipage about the Month of O#ober, 
which was very rainy that Year. As ſoon as he reach'd 
the Frontiers, he aſſum'd the Privileges of his Rank 
and Title; his Harbinger always ſet out ſome Hours 
before him, to fix his Lodging and fit it for the Arri- 
val of his Maſter. . One Day, when the Rain had ſo 
ſpoil'd the Roads that the Coach and Equipage of the 
Count could not reach the Town he had propos'd to 
lodge in, his Marſhal ſtopp'd in a little beggarly Vil- 
lage, ſituated at the Bottom of a Valley, almoſt de- 
ſert, and always fall of Water; and appointed the 
Count's Lodging at the Curate's who was very poor. 
The Poverty of this Houſe was the ſame as in the o- 
ther Houſes, excepting that it was ſomething leſs in- 
convenient for there was ſcarce any Shelter from 
the Wind and Rain. When the Count arriv'd he was 
receiv'd and complimented by the good Curate, who 
diſplay'd all his Eloquence to thank him for the Ho- 


nour he. did him in coming to lodge in his humble Hut, 
| | | and 
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and in his Way, made a hundred Excuſes that his Cot- 
tage was ſo ill provided to entertain ſo great a Man. 
The Count, who was unacquainted with the Place, 
thank'd him for his Speech, and after having aſſur'd 
him that he would not incommode him, order'd his 
Poſtilion to proceed. The Curate, who perhaps 


wiſh'd no better, thought it however his Duty to uſe 


ſome Entreaties to ſtop him, aſſuring him, that as poor 
as his Houſe was, it was the moſt convenient in the 
Village. The Marſhal return'd in the midſt of theſe 


Ceremonies, and join'd his Inſtances to thoſe of the 


Curate, proteſting that he had viſited all the Houſes 
one by one, and had found none comparable to this. 
Very well, ſays the Count, but why mayn'c I lodge 
in that Caſtle which I ſee there at the Cother End of 
the Village. Whoever lives there I ſuppoſe won't re- 
fuſe me a Chamber; go thither in my Name: I'll a- 
light here and wait an Anſwer. My Lord, ſays the 
Gurate, that Caſtle is not inhabited. This Land has 
been for Sale many Years ; moſt of the Apartments 
are without Doors; however ſome Rooms are ſtill neat 
enough, and there are ſome old Moveables. I don't 
want ſo much, ſays the Count. It is at leaſt a Shelter 
and there I'll have my Bed made. I would have done 
it before, my Lord, ſays the Marſhal, if I had not 
been told that you would have been in Danger there, 
becauſe this Caſtle is poſſeſs'd by Spirits and Hobgob- 
lins who make a horrid Dia there every Night. They 
told me but this very Minute that the Witches held 
their laſt Meeting there, and that the Matter of it, 
who 1s in ſome Foreign Country, has let his Houſe to 


the Devil. What! are you drunk, ſays the Count in 
Vor. I, H 


Anger ? 
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Anger? You talk like a Fool —— adone with this 


Stuff; I'll lie in the Caſtle ; get my Bed ready imme- 
diately, and in the mean time ['ll-ſup with Monſieur 


the Curate. —— They were forced to obey. 


Dering this Interval, the Count deſir'd the Curate's 
Company, and an Account whence theſe fooliſh Re- 
ports took their Riſe. The Curate was a good little 
Man, as ignorant as poſſible, and extreamly credulous, 
as Country Parſons generally are. He had every fa- 
bulous Circumſtance by Heart, and recited Tales of 


frightful Apparitions in every Kind- in order to divert 


the Count from going to the Caſtle. The Count a- 
mus'd himſelf ſome Time with liſt'ning to him; but 
at length quite tir'd with his idle Stories, he call'd his 
Valet and order'd him to follow him to the Caſtle. 
The Valet too made his Remonſtrances in vai. 


they made no Impreſſion. He threw himſelf at his Ma- 
ſter's Feet, to beg him not to expoſe himſelf — but 


Diſſwaſion only confirm'd his Reſolves of going to the 
Caſtle, He ſet out, and his Valet lighted him with a 
Link. The poor Fellow, who was naturally credulous, 


| bad his Head full of Stories which he had pick'd up in 


the Town : For every one had his Tale, and the whole 
Village atteſted the Truth of them; ſo that he went 
with his Maſter as if it had been to Execution. His 
Fears encreas'd as he approach'd the Caſtle. It was an 
old Building moated round, adorn'd with ſeveral ruin- 
ous Turrets, which made a Place diſagreeable enough 


of itſelf, and its Appearance was adapted to inſpire 
| that 
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that ſecret Horrour which uſually attends the View of 
magnificent Ruins. Beſides, by the Deſertion of its Ma- 
ſters this old Pile was become the Retreat of Bats and 
Screech Owls. The Cries and Flutter of theſe Ncc- 
turnal Animals ſo terrified the poor Fellow, that he 
thought he had a thouſand Spirits at his Elbow al- 
ready. But the Count encouraging him by his Rea- 
ſons and Example, they came to the Chamber where 
the Bed was prepared. 'Tho' it was the neateſt ard 
nobleſt Appartment, the Door could not be ſhut on the 
Inſide. The Count undreſs'd ; but before he lay 
down he tied his Piſtols to his Belt and hung his Arms 


over his Bolſter. He order'd two lighted Candles in 


the Chimney, and kept two by his Bedſide. Aſter 
theſe Precautions he went to Bed not quite undrefs'd ; 


and his Man lay upon a Mattreſs brought thither on 
Purpole. 


The Count, notwithſtanding his Bravery, cou'd not 
ſleep. A certain Reſtleſſneſs, conſiſtent with the trueſt 
Valour, threw him involuntarily into melancholy Re- 
flections on the Hazards which be perhaps unneceſſarily 
expos'd himſelf to. He had paſo'd two Hours thus un- 
eaſily, and was going to compoſe himſelf, when about 
Midnight he fancied he heard a harſh and hollow Noiſe 
in the furtheſt Court of the Calle, and it was too di- 
ſtant to bs diſtinct. He perceiv'd that this Noiſe muſt 
be made by ſomething alive, becauſe, as well as he 
could follow it by his Ear, it went round the Caſtle. 
He thought it at firſt fome Beaſt grazing thereabout 
with. a Bell at its Neck ; but ſoon changed his Opinion: 
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The Noiſe clear'd up as it came near. The Count 
| heard diſtinAly the Steps of one marching gravely, and 


the Ratling of a Chain, pretty heavy, as he judged by 
the Noiſe it made upon the Pavement. This frightful 
Noiſe entering the Apartments ſeem'd to tend directly 
to the Count's Chamber. He then thought he ought 
to ſtand upon his Guard, and ſlipping on his Gown 
and Slippers, he threw his Belt over his Shoulder and 
return'd into Bed ready for all Events. 


In the mean Time the Noiſe redoubling upon the- 
Stair-caſe, awak'd the Valet, who to drown his Fears 
had gorged himſelf with Wine over Night. The 
Count could ſcarce keep him from crying out ; for, 


_ notwithſtanding his Drunkenneſs, he was ſtill ſenſible 


of Fear. But the Count threatning to break his Head 
with his Piſtol if he cry'd out, he lay ſtill. The Hob- 
goblin continuing his Walks went thro' the neighbour- 
ing Rooms, and having made his Tour, groaning moſt 
lamentably, he went up Two Pair of Stairs, where the 
dragging of his Chains made a terrible Din. This 
horrible Noiſe, far from intimidating the Count, made 
him ſuſpect ſome Trick, for he was not at all credu- 
lous. Says he to himſelf, if they want to murder me 
theſe Ceremonies are needleſs : To be ſure they want 
to frighten me; for I ſhall never believe that the Devil 
or any Inhabitant of the other World is come hither 
purpoſely to carry on this Farce. Let us ſee then, ſays 
he, the Concluſion of this Comedy. 


The Moment he made this Reflection, the Spirit 


puſh'd the Door violently, and enter'd the Chamber. 


His 
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His Figure was hideous; he ſeem'd all hairy like a 
Bear, and loaded with Chains which he truck againſt 
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the Walls with horrible Groans. He advanced ſo- 
lemnly towards the Mattreſs where the Servant lay. 
The Fellow not daring to cry for fear of angering bis 
Maſter, had wrapp'd himſelf in his Great Coat, think- 
ing Death unavoidable, either from his Maſter or from 
the Ghoſt, which laſt lifting up the Chains, rattled em 


at the poor Wretch's Ear and frighten'd him into a 


Swoon. The Count having quietly obſerv'd this Pro- 


cedure thrpugh his Curtains, and hearing his Man cry 
out, thought the Spectre had offered Violence to him. 


He jump'd out of Bed, his Piftol in his Hand, and 


ſeizing the Candle ran toward the Spirit, crying out, 


Murder, Murder, as loud as he could. The Ghoſt, 
without Surpriſe, turn'd himſely gravely to view the 
Count, and ſhaking his Chains, ſaid to him — Follow 
me, little Mortal, The undaunted Count, equally de- 
ſirous of unravelling this Buſineſs, and troubled at the 
Loſs of his Servant whom he thought dead, follow'd 
the Spectre cloſe, and went down Stairs after him, keep- 
ing his Piſtol always in his Hand, reſolv'd however 
not to diſcharge it but in Extremity. The Spectre 
came into the Court, which he croſs'd with ſome Pre- 
cipitation. The Count ſtill purſued him through the 
Darkneſs and Horrours of a diſmal Night. At laſt 


they came to the Entrance of a very narrow vaulted 
Gallery. There the Count enter'd too, but there the 
Spirit diſappear'd, and ſeem'd to bury itſelf in the 
Bowels of the Earth with a terrible Cry. A violent 
Wind which came from under Ground put out the 
Count's Candle which had ſurviv'd the open Air of 

5 he 
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the Court; and thus he remain'd in a ſtrange Place 
and in horrid Darkneſs. The Count tranſported by 
his Warmth, let off his Piſtol, advancing forward ; 
and immediately felt hinfelf fink alive into the Region 
of Spectres to puniſh his Iacredulity. 


Ah, for God's Sake, Madam, ſays one of the Ladies, 
cure my Suſpence. Did the poor Count ſtay there, or 
did the Spirit ſtrangle him. My Heart akes for him, 
and I'm forry he was fo raſh ! You are very urgent, 
ſays my Lady, with a Smile, was the Count an Ad- 
mirer of yours; you ſeem ſo deeply concern'd for him. 
Be it as it will I'm going to ſatisfy you: But give me 
Leave to aſk you, Gentlemen, ſays ſhe to us, what would 
you have done in his Place? I have too good an Opi- 
nion of your Courage to doubt your doing as much ; 
and yet would you reſent the being thought not quite 
ſo raſh ? is a nice Queſtion, ſays the Marqueſs, for 
Bravery like a great many other Things, depends much 
upon Succeſs, and according to that is juſtify'd or con- 
demn'd., The Ladies always determine in theſe Caſes, 
and the Tenderneſs with which the Count's Valour has 
inſpir'd that Lady, ſufficiently proves that precipitate 
Courage deſerves Eſteem, ſince it has touch'd a Heart 
like hers. The Deciſion is gallant, ſays my Lady, and 
ſince I'm to expect no other Anſwer, I muſt continue 
my Story to cure this Lady's Alarm for her dear 
Count. 


Dangerous as his Fall was, he receiv'd no Hurt by it. 
The Pit was not ſo deep as the Center, and tho? the“ 
Manner of his Deſcent was frightful, he could not 

poſſibly 
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poſſibly be kill'd by it. Twas a Trap of Boards ſo 
nicely poiz'd that a Foot treading upon either End of it 
ſank it immediately, and the Perſon flid down with 
Rapidity on a Heap of Straw and Hay, ſo that the Fall 
was broke. As ſoon as the Count was in this ſubterrane- 
vas Place, he {aw himſelf enclos'd by a Company of 
Sipirits in Humane Shape whom his Fall had drawn 
round him. He judged by their Looks that they 
breath'd and were ſomething ſurpriz'd at this unex- 
peed Viſit, as he was too to find himſelf ſo ſurround- 
ed. They did not give him Time to recollect himſelf 
or to gaze on them; they blindfolded and diſarmd 
him, and led him to a neighbouring Cavern, where 
they fhut him up. The Count had his Wits about 
him, and in ſpight of his Trouble he immediately con- 
ceiv'd that theſe were Chemiſts in full Search of the 
Philoſopher's Stone, or perhaps Clippers and Coiners ; 
or it may be both: However he could never make the 
Diſcovery; but the Precautions they took to conceal 
their Employment from him, their Situation ſo near the 
Frontiers whence they might eafily quit the Realm at 
the leaſt Alarm, and the frightful Noiſe they made e- 


very Night in the Caſtle to drive away the Curious and 


Impertinent, perſuaded him that they purſued ſome 
dangerous Employ. This Conſideration taught the 
Count all the horrible Danger which he had thrown 
himfelf into; and ſoon he was on the very Brink of 


that Danger. From his Place of Confinement, he 


plainly heard 'em conſulting what to do with him. All 
voted his Death but one, who had more Humanity, 
was for ſending him back after a Diſcovery of his Qua- 

Ha: lity, 
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, ity. Tho' the Count thought his Death inevitable, 
yet he begged to ſpeak to *em before they took their 
laſt Reſolution, They led him out of his Dungeon in- 
to the Midit of their Aſſembly, and permitted him to 
ſpea k. | Es 


I underſland, Gentlemen, ſays he to em, © how 

* much Reaſon you have to get rid of me, My In- 
diſcretion deſerves Death and I accept it: But give me 
Leave to repreſent to you that your Ruin mult infal- 
' libly follow it. I think myſelf obliged to declare my 
Name and Quality. I am the Count of -— Bripa- 
« 6ier-General of his Majeſty's Forces. I was going 
from the Army to my own Eftate. The bad Weather 
„kept me in this Village where I bave all my Equi- 
page; my Valet who lay at my Bed's Foot, muſt 
have made his Eſcape and apprize my People of my 
Adventure: They'll certainly ſearch into it; and be 
* affar'd that if they don't find me they'll pull down the 
* Callle, but they'll find what's become of me: Con- 
* der it, Gentlemen: I don't deſign to threaten you: 
Bat how neceſſary ſoever my Death may appear to 
« your Security, I think myſelf obliged to aſſure you that 
„it will certainly ruin you. If you doubt my Quality, 
the Letters, in my Pocket, with Orders from his Ma- 
« jefty, will confirm my Teſtimony.” The Count pro- 
duced his Letters, and while theſe Cyclops examin'd 
'em he added — Sirs, I am a Gentleman and can 
keep a Secret, without defiring to dive into yours; 
and I ſwear by my Faith and Honour I won't betray ; 
« you.” This Speech, which he made with that Dig- E | 
nity | 
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nity which never abandons great Men in Diſtreſs, aſto- 
niſh'd them all. They ſent him back to his Cave to 
renew their Deliberation. 


They now gave into ſofter Counſels ; though ſome 
ſtill perſiſted in adviſing his Death, but thoſe in leſs 
Number and with leſs Vehemence than before. "Theſe 


Debates which the Count heard diſtin ly, would have 


alarm'd a Heart leſs great than his. For beſide the 
Idea of Death which was always preſent, every one 
ſram'd a different Puniſhment and made him feel all the 
Horrours of it. Even Death itſelf, in my Opinion, is 


preferable to this cruel Viciſſitude of Hope and De- 


ſpair. The Count, however calmly waited his Sen- 
tence. The Votes were very unanimous in his Fa- 
vour : They brought him out again. One of this ſub- 
terranean Crew pronounced him at Liberty, on Condi- 
tion he ſwore an inviolable Secrecy, and would leave 
the Village and his Servants in that Notion of Spirits 
which they already entertain'd; and that when he was 


out of the Province he would not mention his Adven- 


ture. After theſe Oaths they gave him his Arms and 
Letters, except one which they kept. They made him 
drink ſome Glaſſes of Wine, the whole Company drank: 
to his Health, and after having made him ſenſible 
waat a Riſk they ran in ſparing his Life, they open'd 
the Trap, and two Guides led him towards his Apart- 
ment. As ſoon as he was upon the Stair-Caſe, the 
Guides took of his Bandage and return'd to their 
Cavern. Hs. 
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The Count return'd to his Chamber, amaz'd at his 


Adventure, but had like to have met a more terrible 


one from his Valet. The poor Fellow, quite ſober'd 
by his Fears, was in Deſpair when he mifs'd the Count. 
He concluded that the Spirits had ſtrangled him, ac- 


cording to the Stories of the Night before. Full of 


Grief for his dear Maſter, he even miſtook him when he 
enter'd, and taking him for the Spectre, let fly his Pi- 
ſtol at him. By a providential Stroak the Piſtol miſs'd, 
and the Count made himſelf known. The poor Ser- 
vant was ready to die with Shame and Horrour at the 
Misfortune he had eſcap'd, and unplor'd his Maſter's 
Forgiveneſs. The Count, without ſtaying to hear him, 
bid him follow him ; for he thought quitting the 
Caſtle a better Security than the mutual Oaths in the 
Cavern, ſince it was poſſible they might recant thei:zs, | 
They went together and waited for Day-light in 
the Avenue leading to the Village ; and the Count 
told his Man, that having follow'd the Spectre with 
his Arms in his Hand, after ſeveral Rounds it bury'd 


itſelf in a Sort of Well, which he too was almoſt de- 


coy'd into; and that he had much ado to find his 
Room again. When it was Day he went to the Cu- 
rate, and told him the ſame Story, which ſoon ſpread 
itſelf through the Village; and having ſent for his | 
Bed and his Cloaths, he continu'd his Journey. | 


Several Years paſs'd before the Count Weed his | | 
Adventure, and he had never divulged it without the | 
expreſs Permiſſion which he has ſince receiv'd. One | 
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Day when he was at his Country- Seat they told him a 
Man wanted to communicate to him an important Af— 
fair, and that he could not ſtay nor come into the 
Caſtle. The Count ſurpriz'd at the Meſſage, ſent for 
the Meſſenger, and order'd the People to inquire 
whence he came. 'The Courier again anſwer'd, that he 
muſt not come in, nor wait, nor name his Maſters. ; 
and notwithſlanding all their Perſwaſions, he perſiſted 
in ſtaying upon the Draw-Bridge. The Count, who 


was at Dinner, communicated this extraordinary Meſ- 
ſage to the Gentlemen at Table with him, and aſk'd 


their Advice. Some found Reaſons of Diſtruſt where 
there was ſo much Myſtery, and were for ſecuring 
the Meſſenger. But the Majority advis'd the Count to 
go and ſpeak with kim, for fear of loſing ſome Advice 
of Conſequence to his Affairs or his Safety, and offer- 
ed to accompany him. This Counſel prevaiPd ; the 
Count roſe from Table, and with all thoſe Gentlemen 
went to the Bridge where the Courier waited. When 
the Courier ſaw him, he cried out, Fear nothing, Sir; 


and to prove that I have no ill Deſign, I'll diſcharge 


my Arms. Immediately he ſhot off his Piſtols towards 
the Fields. Then the Count approaching, the Meſſen- 
ger, without diſmounting, put into his Hands two noble 
$þani/h Horſes which he led; and delivering a Packet, 
ſaid to him, This, Sir, will inform you. farther. I have 
finiſh'd my Commiſſion and my Orders oblige me to de- 
part. At the End of this Compliment, he ſpurr'd his 
Horſe and went off full Gallop, nor could they ever 
fiad out where he e ta. 

The 
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The Count wonder'd at this Commiſſion, and was 
impatient to know the Authors and the Motive of it, 
He gave the Gentleman next him the Horſes to hold, 
and open'd the Letter. He found it wrote in various 
Characters, and thoſe counterfeited, and after having 
well conſider'd it, he read it aloud, As well as I can 
remember it was to this Effect: 


« We thank you, Sir, for having hitherto preſerv'd 
« a Secret in our Favour, and we have ſent theſe two 
«© Horſes as Inſtances of our Gratitude. We have ſent 
„ too an important Letter which you left ſuch a Day 
« and ſuch a Year at the Caſtle of It may put 
« you in Mind of a ſtrayge Adventure which happen'd 
„to you there. We have happily concluded our Affair 
and return'd to our own Homes. We diſengage you 
from your Oaths and your Secret, we ſhall tell your 
« Adventure ourſelves, and give you Permiſſion to pub- 
« liſh it. Adieu generous Count — This comes from 
the ſix Gentlemen who put you into ſuch a Fright 
„jn the Cellars of the Caſtle of 


After reading this Letter, the Count yet doubted 
whether he ought to divulge the Secret ; but at the In- 
ſtances of the Gentlemen then with him, he told them 
the odd Adventure mention'd there; and took a Plea- 
ſure 1n repeating it on all Occaſions, And now Gentle- 
men, ſays my Lady, judge if I am blameable in diſ- 


believing the daily Stories of Spirits and Ghoſts after 
one ſo famous and authentick as this is. 


| 
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T like your Maxims, Madam, ſays the Counſellor ; 
and, like you, I think it the wiſeſt Way to deſpiſe thoſe 
Stories, when they are beyond the Reach of Diſcovery ; 
and if I had Power, I'd make a Law to forbid among 


us, as among the States General, the publiſhing any 
Tale of Witches, Hobgoblins, Spirits, Ghoſts, or any 


thing of the like Nature, under the Penalty of a pe- 
cuniary Mul& ; and Society would meet with much 
leſs Diſturbance. 'We approv'd the Notion, but did 
not expatiate on it becauſe it was already very late. 
We begged my Lady's Excuſe for having troubled her 
ſo long, for it was One o'Clock. But our Concern 
was leſſen'd when ſhe told us that ſhe ſhould not 
go to the Fountain next Day. However we took 
Leave and retir'd very ſilently: In ſhort it was an irre- 
oular Hour at Spa, and this Party might have paſs'd 
for very ſcandaloug among the Drinkers. 


My Deſign too was to have ſleep'd it out next Morn- 
ing; but I alſo in my Turn found a very troubleſome 
Hobgoblin. It was that young Coxcomb beforemen- 
tion'd, who came back from Liege at Day-break. For 
my Lady's Quiet and ours, this Fop was fallen in Love 


with two very lovely Ladies of Liege who came to Spa 


to paſs a Fortnight there. Whatever they were, his 
Head was full of them, and we were happy that they 
had ſo much Charity for the Publick as to engage him. 
Unfortunately this good Luck ſoon vaniſh'd : Tho! 
this Correſpondence was quite innocent, an old Lady 
of Licge ſpoiled the Count's Aſſiduity towards them, 

| and 
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and had them recall'd by their Friends. Their ſudden 


Departure made the Count commit a thouſand Extra- 


vagancies. He would convoy them, and offer'd his 
Coach, which they reſus'd ; but all they could ſay or 
do could not prevent his eſcorting them on Horſeback 
to the very Gates of Liege, making his empty Chariot 
follow, to prove at leaſt that they took another againſt 
his Inclination. 


He had certainly gone further, and probably had 
quarell'd with the Father if he had not been in haſte 
to return to the Ball which he had promis'd my Lady. 


To be ſure he requir'd more Time at his Toilet than 
another Man, therefore he travell'd all Night, and 


his Arrival put the whole Inn in Motion. Fa- 
tigu'd as he muſt be with this giddy Exploit, he prefer- 


red to the Pleaſure of ſleeping that of ranging the | 


Sweetmeats and Ribbons which he had brought from 
Liege for the Ball. A Confectioner whom he had hir'd 
for that Purpoſe, began with Day-light to diſpoſe the 
' Deſert, and he would ſuperintend. I could not get any 
Reſt for the Noiſe he made, which, join'd to the Mur- 
mur of the Drinkers at the Fountain, forced me to riſe. 
J went in Search of Mr Lake and the Marqueſs to com- 
fort me; and in that Diſpoſition we concerted a miſ- 
chievous Plot of Ridicule againſt him. Our Project 


was to give the Coxcomb a common Doſe of Opium in | 
a Diſh of Chocolate, thinking that it would lull him 
aſleep about the Aſſembly-Hour : And for the greater | | 
Security of Succeſs we prevail'd on my Lady to deſire . 
the Ball might begin early, becauſe her Irregularity A | 
the ; 
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the preceeding Night, made her deſirous of retiring 


early. This Meſſage was punctually carry'd when the 
Count ſent the Noſegay ; and as he himſelf was tir'd, 


he took it as a Compliment from the Queen of the 
Ball, and a Proof of her Concern for him. 


A Canon of Liege who lodg'd with us, and was 


equally nettled at this Diſturbance, join'd in the Plot, 


and ſpightfully told us a thouſand of the Count's Fol- 


lies, whom he had long known. I have ſpar'd him hi- 
therto, ſays he, but now I'll expoſe him ſince he's in- 
corrigible. This young Fellow is marry'd ; I know 
his Wife, ſhe lives at Daſſeldorp We were ama- 
zed at this Diſcovery, becauſe hitherto he had induſtri- 
ouſly paſs'd for a Batchelor. What I tell you is true, 
ſays the Canon, a Nephew of mine was Cotemporary 
with him at the Univerſity of Louvain, and told me all 


his Follies. One Extravagance which I was Witneſs 


to, as having Occaſion to examine it judicially, was this. 


This Spark, at the quitting the Univerſity, coming to 


Brufjels ſome Years ago, to paſs his Winter there, 
brought himſelf into a Scrape with Regard to two Ope- 
ra Dancers, whom he had ſlander'd by a very ill con- 
certed Story. The Dancers, who were honeſt Folks 
in their Way, would have Satisfaction, look'd for him 
every where to make him explain, and gave it out in 
all Coffee Houſes, that if he did not publickly retraQ, 
they would cane him. The Spark, more indiſcreet 
than valiant, thought it moſt prudent to make his Peace 
with the two Actors, and was mean enough to give it 
under his Hand that all he had ſaid of them was falſe. 


To 
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To confirm the Reconciliation he gave them a Supper, 
and to cement the Peace between them the more firmly, 
he declar'd he had a moſt paſſionate Deſire to mount the 
Stage, and begged their Intereſt that he might be ad- 


mitted into their Company, and act in thoſe Entertain 


ments which ſometimes ſucceed the Opera. The 
Actors promis'd to ſpeak of it to their Director and 


their Brethren, and the next Day his Commiſſion was 
ſign'd. 


Young Mr J. at that time not having dreamt 
of forging a Title, would treat his new Fraternity : 

He carry'd them to the Red Houſe, where a magnifi- 
cent Supper paid his Beverage. There they broke 
Glaſſes, Tables, Chairs, and Sconces, in ſhort a terri- 
ble Havock was made, and all at his Expence. In the 
Heat of Liquor he fell in Love with an Actreſs who 
had trod every Stage in Germany. As ſhe was a Co- 
quette, ſhe knew how to make him quicken his Advan- 
ces. dhe acted a Penelope, treated him rigorouſly, and 
one Day gave him a Box on the Ear on the open Stage 
for daring to toy with her. The unhappy Spark, in 
Deſpair, thought he might ſoften her Inhumanity by 
making her a Promiſe of Marriage. The artful Jade 
took his Promiſe, but continu'd till untractable. Miſs 
knew her Cue. She was ſenſible that, although this 
young Fellow had a Mother, the greater Share of his 
Fortune deriv'd icfelf from his Father, who was dead. 
She cunningly infinuated that ſhe had a great deal to 
fear from the Contract he deſir'd, becauſe his Mother 
would certainly diſinherit him upon it, and reduce 
them both to Wretchedneſs and Beggary. The Cox- 
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comb ran into the Snare, and immediately flew to 
a Notary, to make a full Aſſignment of all his Effects 
to this Lady, in caſe he ſhould die before he could ra- 
tify his Marriage with her. The Actreſs was not ſo 


ſimple as to fancy theſe two Papers valid; but the Uſe 


ſhe made of them is curious. When ſhe had them 
ſafe, ſhe took Care that ſecret Intelligence ſhould be 
given of it to the Mother, well knowing no Stone 
would be left untarn'd to recover them, and that ſome 
Way or other it would turn to her Advantage. She 
was not deceiv'd. The Mother flew to Braſſeli, and 
got an Order to ſecure her Son. The Actreſs diſap- 
pear'd and came to Liege, that ſhe might make the 
better Conditions. In ſhort, ſhe gave up the Promiſe 
of Marriage for two thouſand Franks, and the yourg 
Man, at Liberty again, revoked his Aſſignment in 
Form, after having diſcharged the Expences of his Ad- 
miſſion on the Stage. The Mother dreading ſome new 
Sally, carry'd him with her, and with all Expedition 
marry'd him to a very lovely Woman, in Hopes that 
Marriage might fix him. But ſhe has not ſucceeded ; 
the young Lady has been forced to demand a Separati- 
on, which he has conſented to for twenty thouſand 


| Franks, which ſhe gave him to play the Count with, 


And as he goes on, I believe it won't laſt long. 


It would be right, methinks, ſays the Marqueſs, if 
Mr , the Canon, had the Goodneſs to tell my 


Lady the Story of this young Fellow, to ſpare her the 


Regret ſhe'll feel for having danc'd with him. Right, 
right, ſays Mr Lake, the Affair is too far advanced to 
retreat. 
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retreat. Beſide, ſince the Ducheſs is a Party ſhe muſt 
not be impos'd on. I'll undertake the Affair, and 1 
have a Method of Revenge in my Head. She ſhall be 
deliver'd from him, tho' the Opium takes little or no 
Effect. Since this Spark is a Counterfeit, and has con- 


ceal'd his Marriage, he deſerves but little Decency : 
He ſhall meet with a Rebuff to Night to prevent his 


cheating any credulous Perſon here for the future, 


The Thing is eaſy, and we ſhall have the Pleaſure 
without expoſing ourſelves. The chief Point is to find 
a Servant unknown to him. I comprehend you, ſays 


the Canon; I have a Servant who came here laſt 
Night from my Nephew ; I ſhould ſend him back this 
Morning, but he ſhall ſtay and is at your Service. 


Then let me alone, ſays he, and depend upon a Come- 


dy inſtead of a Ball. Adieu, I'll go teach my Lady 
her Part. | a 


The Morning inſenſibly ſlipt away in theſe Projects, 


and we ſeparated to dreſs. Soon after we went to Din- 
ner. The counterfeit Count did not appear; he was 
too deep engaged at his Toilet. The Dinner was 


ſhort, becauſe we were to meet at Five to begin the 
Ball. We went to my Lady, but ſhe ſcarce thought 
us in Earneſt, and ſent us to wait upon the Ducheſs. 
In the mean Time the Count of L carry'd my 


Lady in his Coach to the Place of Aſſembly. A Mo- 
ment afterwards we arriv'd with the Ducheſs, The 
Ladies placed themſelves at Table, and a delicate and 
ſumptuous Collation was ſery'd up. There were more 
chan thirty Ladies and as many Gentlemen. My Lady, 

| | who 
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who had her View in it, ſaid, that tho? the other Gen- 
tlemen were polite enough to ſtand, ſhe was ſure the 
King of the Ball might be indulg'd in fitting on Ac- 
count of the laſt Night's Fatigue. We ſeconded this 
Tenderneſs, and the Coxcomb ſeated himſelf between 
the Ducheſs and my Lady. They did not fail to make 
him drink, nor to ſlide one more Grain of Opium into 
a Glaſs of Jelly which my Lady gave him. In the 


Midſt of his Jollity they told him, that a Country Boy 


wanted to ſpeak with him in all haſte, He would have 
got up, but the Ladies begged the Servant might come 


in and ſpeak. He made ſome Difficulty of it, becauſe his 


Vanity did not approve of the Meſſenger. The Ser- 
vant (ne that the Canon lent them) top'd his Part ; pre- 
tending a great Impatience at theſe Delays, he enter'd 
rudely into the Room, crying out, Pray ye, Maſter, 
don't budge ; Madam your Mother has ſent me to let 
you know that Madam your Wife was brought to Bed of 
a fine Boy. The Mother and Babe are both well, and 
the Infant is as like you as if it were ſpit ou! of your 
Mouth. This was a mortal Stroke to the Fop. I even 


believe he felt it ſenſibly : But the Colouring on his 
Face hid his Vexation, and the Compliments of the 


Company gave him Time to recover himſelf, He 
muſt receive theſe Congratulations, and without giving 
him Time to breathe, they drank to him ſeveral Times 
in Bumpers the Mother's Health and the Child's. He 


was ſomething perplex'd when the Ladies reproach'd 


him for concealing his Marriage, But Mr Lake diſen- 
tangled him by propoſing new Healths, The poor 
| Count 
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Count refus'd none, and ſoon the Wine and Opium be- 


gan viſibly to work. This was the firſt Act. 


Soon came the ſecond, and the Symphony happening 


to ſtrike up, furniſh'd us with an Interlude, during 


which every one laugh'd with his Neighbour at the 
Manner of diſcovering the Count's Marriage in ſpight 


| of all kis Care to hide it: And they who ſpoke their 


real Sentiments, were very ſevere upon this tender 
Husband as well as we. However the Ladies call'd 
for the Fiddles ; they took away, and clear'd the Hall, 
While they were thus placing Things in order, the 
Count felt a Diſorder which oblig'd him to diſappear. 
They waited for him ſome Time to begin the Ball, but 


no Count came: Every Body inquir'd for him, but no 


News of him. All the Servants and People of the Inn 
went in Search of him ; and at laſt he was found faſt 
aſleep in a Place like that where they ſay the famous 


Arius dy'd. This Diſcovery gave Riſe to Abundance 


of Mirth and Abundance of Wit Several of the 


Gentlemen would have the Pleaſure compleat in ſeeing 


him in that Poſture ; and they found ſome Diverſion 
in his Grimaces when they awak'd him. 'That did 
not laſt long, for he fell aſleep again, and ſo ſound, 
that they were forc'd to carry him to Bed, where he 
The Company however did not 


ſleep ; they were ſoon comforted for his Abſence, and 
it was voted, that the Ball ſhould continue ſince it was 
Paid for. My Lady gave her Hand to the Marqueſs, 
and the Ducheſs gave hers to a young Lord, and they 
open'd the Ball with a Minuet of Four, There was fine 
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Dancing, and the Marqueſs did the Honours of the 
Ball compleatly ; and the Diverſion was greater, be- 
cauſe now and then they paus'd to laugh heartily at 
the Adventure of this ridiculous King of the Ball. At 
laſt about Eleven the Ladies ret'r'd. 


In returning from the Inn, I diſcover'd ſome Un- 
eafineſs to Mr Lake about the Opium. He aſſur'd me 
he knew the Quantity, and that I might be eaſy. 

However I engag'd him to go into the Count's Apart- 
ment. We found him bury'd in a ſound Sleep, and 
had much ado to wake him; the Fatigue of the Night 
before, and the Wine which he had drunk beyond So- 
briety, made me apprehend the Opium more effectual 
than we deſir'd, and I ſincerely repented of having con- 
tributed to this Trick. The Marqueſs was as uneaſy. 
as myſelf, and we begged Mr Lake, who ſeemed to un- 
derſtand Chemiſtry, to ſtop or moderate the Effect of 
f the Opium. To ſatisfy us, he ſent for ſome Lemone, 
fi and ſqueez'd out the Juice, and made the Sleeper ſwal- 
low ſome Spoonfuls, which immediately wak'd him, 
- and he talk'd with us. Some Time after he fell aſleep 
dd Again, and we left him to do ſo too, upon the poſitive 


a, Word of Mr Lake, that there was nothing at all to 
8 fear 
he a 


As ſoon as I was up, I inform'd myſelf of his Condi- 

nd tion, and learn'd enough to cure my Apprehenſions. 
I went down to the Fountain, where I found our Gen- 

ls, tlemen with her Grace and my Lady, ill very buſy in 
"vghing at laſt Night's Sw, Tho' this Earce had 
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| extremely diverted us, we chid Mr Lake for carrying 


the Jeſt a little too far : But ſay what we would, he in- 


ſiſted on it that it was Charity to do it, and that no- 
thing corrects ſuch People like placing their Follies in 
ſo ſtrong a Light that they mult ſee them themſelves. 


The Canon back'd this Opinion, and we allow'd it juſt 
where the Perſon is corrigible ; and ſaid, that poſſibly 


theſe malicious 'Tricks might have reclaimed our Count 


in his Youth 


but at his Age it ſeem'd very like- 


ly that he would perſevere till be had ſquander'd away 


his All, and that then no Change would be effected in 


him but the joining Wretchedneſs to his Folly. No 


Matter, ſays Mr Lake, I'll try him once more; but 
whatever be the Effect of it, I ſwear it ſhall be the laſt 


Time. If this don't amend him 'tis not my Fault; 
and at the worſt he can but be as he is, and will have 


given us good Diverſion. In ſhort, ſays he, I am re- 
ſolv'd to make him King of the Bobelins. Tis an old 
Ceremony which I have formerly ſeen here: Mr —, 
the Canon, has ſeen ſome Inſtances of it too, and our 


Fop is the very Man we want. PF ll take Care of eve- 


ry Thing, and deſire nothing but not to be contradicted. 
Her Grace and the Ladies gave their Votes for it, and 
the Buſineſs was left to Mr Lale and the Canon. 


While we were trifling about this Affair, we ſaw the 
Sieur Salpeteur returning home with that little Phy ſici- 


an who attack'd me the firſt Time I went to the Foun. 


tain. They both ſeem'd to us warm in Diſpute. 
When they parted we had a Curioſity to enquire of 


Sieur — what was the Subject of their Conteſt, 
not 
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not doubting that it was the Diſtemper of ſome Pati- 
ent, the Method of whoſe Cure they diſagreed in. We 
judg*d right, for one call'd himſelf Doctor, and the o- 
ther was but an Apothecary. By the Privilege of the 
Faculty Sa/peteur was to be in the Wrong; but unhap- 
pily for the DoCtor, the Apothecary had forty Years 
Experience 3 ſo that he ſometimes had Reaſon on his 
Side — as he had this Time, according to what he 
told us. A Lady of Namur came to the Waters for the 
Cure of ſome Obſtructions very troubleſome to her; 
and by the Advice of this Doctor, (whoſe Name I con- 
ceal) ſhe ſwallow'd a Legion of his Pills to prepare her 
for the Waters. Notwithſtanding theſe Preparations, 
the Waters would not paſs. Her Phyſician lik'd it : 
So much the better, ſays he, the Waters operate. She 
drank more next Day, till ſhe threw them up again. 

What muſt we do now: So much the better, ſays the 
Doctor, Nature helps us. Drink, Madam, drink on, 
d dat go on with your Pills. The Waters obſtinately 
» MWrefus'd to paſs, and the Lady ſtood a fair Chance of 
r the Dropſy or of burſting. The mercileſs Doctor 
*  Mithrew her into Diſpair with his eternal Pills and his So 
d. noch the better. At laſt the Lady having ſent for 
alpeteur, he, tho' but an Apothecary, by throwing a- 
ay the Pills, and by a Remedy of his own ſet all 
Matters right. This Profanation of the Pills was the 
ubje& of their Diſpute. 


Comical as this Conteſt was, it gave us an Occaſion 
ff congratulating one another that we were under no 


\ceflity of applying to the FREE where Phyſicians 
were 


— 
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were ſo ſcarce and ſo little knowing: And yet the 
moſt expert Phyſician would be puzzled with ſome Ca- 


ſes there; and it's lamentable that Patients, after a 


long and painful Journey, find themſelves at the Mer. 
cy of the Phyſician of the Place, who relies entirely on 
his Pills, which are always dangerous, or at beſt but in- 
nocent. The ſureſt Method for thoſe who come to 6g 
for a Cure, is, before they ſet out, to take the Inſtruc. 
tions of a good Phyſician, how to behave in ſuch and 
ſuch a Caſe ; and ſo to proceed according to the Symp- 
toms. The Reader will permit me to give him this 
Advice, and what I have ſeen upon the Place I think 
authoriſes me to do it. There is as great a Want of 
Surgeons too, of which we had a Proof. An Advocate, 
very famous in the Low Countries, being with us at the 
Waters had a terrible Fall. This good Gentleman re- 
turning home one Night, after having ſupp'd at the 
Golden Roſe, fell from the Parapet of the little Bridge, 
which is near that Inn. He was carry'd to his Room, 
the Surgeon of Sa was call'd, and pretended that the 
Advocate had broke a Bone in his Right Arm, and diſ- 
located his Left Wriſt, Accordingly he proceeded in 
his Cure, and put him to intollerable Pain. 'The Merit 
of this Advocate having procur'd him every Body's 
Compaſſion, they ſtrove to eaſe and comfort him. A. 
mong the Drinkers there was a Surgeon Major of the 
French Troops: This Man having talk'd with the Pa- 


tient about the Pains he felt, begged Leave to look at 


his Arm. He took off the Bandages, and was ſurpriz- 
ed to find that the whole Matter was a Tumour, occt- 
ſion'd by the Strain of a Muſcle, and that there was 
neither 
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neither Luxation nor a broken Bone. In ſhort, the 


Advocate was cur'd in a few Days by a few Fomentati- 
ons. | 


I own this laſt Inconveniency not to be remedy'd by 
thoſe who come to the Spa, becauſe the Directions of the 
fineſt Phyſicians in the Univerſe can't ſecure them from 
the Ignorance of a Surgeon. But give me Leave to 
obſerve by the Way, that it's Matter of Wonder the 
Government of Liege, ſo prudential in other Reſpects, 
has hitherto dilregarded this Affair. Tis true, the 
Neighbourhood of that City affords ſome Relief : But 
in preſſing Caſes a Patient will have Leifure to ſuffer 
or die. It would be more ſecure and more ready to 
have Recourſe to the famous Mr Chrouet, Phyſician at 
Aune in the Diſtrit of Dalem, four Leagues from Spa, 
if his great Age did not prevent his taking ſo great a 
Journey. He uſed to come there, and acquir'd as 
much Reputation by his Cures as by his vaſt Knowledge 
in the Nature and Qualities of the Waters. His Ob- 
ſervations made upon the Spot, gave them a great 
Advantage over thoſe which had been made before, as I 
obſery'd above. It may be ſaid, that after having pur- 
ſued Nature through all her Mazes, he at laſt has 
catch'd her. He has ſpent much Time and Pains in 
this Re-ſearch, and is the firſt who has diſcover'd and 
prov'd that the Waters of Spa, and even thoſe of Pou- 
bon, are not at all impregnated with Vitriol or volatile 
Mars, as was formerly ſuppoſed from their Taſte and 
Effects; he has demonſtrated that this vitrioline Quali- 
ty proceeds only from the Combination and Fermentati- 
on of Minerals - which it is not my Buſineſs to explain. 

Vor. I. ; After 
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After having talk'd on theſe Subjects, the Subſtance 
of which J thought might be ſerviceable to the Reader, 
we diverted ourſelves with ſeeing hundreds of Bottles 
fill'd for diſtant Countries. There is a vaſt Demand, 
and above a hundred thouſand Bottles are carry'd from 
Spa every Year, ſometimes abundance more. The In- 
habitants that trade this Way are extreamly cautious to 
fill them only in dry Weather, for the Waters are found 
abundantly weaker after ſome Days of Rain. Indeed 
the Reaſon 1s plain, for then the Rain ſinking into the 
Earth through the Clefts of the Rocks, is blended with 
the Minerals and weakens them. The Manner of filling 
them has ſomething curious, becauſe their Precautions 
make the Water keep. This Care is committed to Wo- 
men appointed by the Magiſtrates of Spa. Firſt they 
carefully rinſe the Bottles, and range them five by five 
on the Parapet which ſurrounds the Eſplanade of the 
Pouhon Fountain. This Parapet which is of Free-Stone 
has a kind of Gutter cut in it purpoſely to hold the 
Bottles; and is encompaſs'd with little Iron Rails 
which the Bottles reſt againſt. Then a Woman puts 
a Funnel into the Bottles one after another, and ſhe is 
follow'd by another who pours in the Poubon Water: 
And tho? they do this with ſurprizing Quickneſs, Uſe 
has taught them to put no more into one Bottle than a- 
nother. I perceiv'd that at firſt they did but half fil 

the Bottles, and that they did not pour in the other 
Half till they had thus run through all of them. [ 
11d them the Reaſon of this; they told me they were 
forced to uſe this Precaution becauſe the Waters fer- 
ment 


. by of 
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ment vehemently when firſt drawn: And for the ſame 
Reaſon they ſaid they durſt not cork the Bottles imme- 


diately, for if they did it would infallibly burſt them. 


We had a Mind to try it, and for a few Skillins had 


the Pleaſure of breaking ſome Bottles in a Moment. 


This Experiment was a ſufficient Proof of the eſſential 
Difference between the Waters drunk at the Fountain, 
and thoſe which have gone a Journey. For beſides the 
Loſs of Spirit which evaporates during this Fermenta- 
tion before they are cork'd, the Mineral Subſtances 
muſt neceſſarily be ſeparated by that Ferment which 
continues even after Corking. Wherefore I would ad- 
viſe thoſe who have a Mind to drink theſe Waters at 


home, to chooſe ſome faithful Correſpondent at Spa, 


to take particular Care that the Bottles be fill'd in dry 
ſerene Weather, and to have them cork'd as ſoon as 
poſſible, allowing a Half-penny or Penny more in a 
Bottle, to pay for ſuch as may burſt ; and to pay ſome- 
thing extraordinary to the Woman that corks them 
and puts the Town-Seal upon them, that ſhe may give 
a full Allowance of Wax and Leather to every Bottle. 


The laſt Precaution 1s to place the Bottles, both in the 


Carriage and in the Cellar, the Mouth downwards. In 
this Poſture the terreſtrial Particles will deſcend to the 
Cork ; and the Sulphur and more ſubtil Parts ariſing 
to the Bottom of the Bottle will find no Vent. 


Here I muſt not omit mentioning, to the Honour of 
the Magiſtrates of Spa, that great Regard they pay to 
Strangers who come to drink the Waters on the Spot. 
For Example, no Body is permitted to fill any Por'les 
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*Lill Ten in the Morning, and then all the Drinkers are 
generally gone home. In the Night-time too it is e- 
qually prohibited, that the Fountain may have Leiſure 
to repleniſh, for fear it ſhould be empty when the Drin- 
kers appear next Day; ſo that it's carefully lock'd up 
every Night. As ſoon as it's Day, the Woman whoſe I} 
Office it is, takes care to ſweep the Avenues, and to 
take off a Kind of ſhining Cream which riſes on the 
| Surface, and which a great many miſtake for the Ruſt 
| | of Iron. Theſe little Inſtances of Care, which are 
Fi very commendable, give Room to hope that the Inha- £ 
bitants will conſult the Conveniency of Strangers in a | 
more conſiderable Point, that is, in building ſome co- 
ih ver'd Gallery where the Company may walk, and ſhel- 
Fi ter themſelves from the Rain and Sun. 


While we buſy'd ourſelves in theſe Obſervations the Wl 
1 young Lord join'd us, and told us that the famous a- } 
ron of Polnitx, whoſe Hiſtory Mr Lake had recited, | 

i} was gone off the Night before without taking Leave of 
wh his Landlord or his Valet, which lait he had thus bilk'd . 
1 of his Wages. Beſides the Rent of his Room, which I 
he had not paid, he ow'd a conſiderable Sum for Eat- - 
ing, and had a long Score for Wine. This Adventurer, |W ; 
before he went off, had bought upon Credit Abundance | 1 
b 

t 


of Knick Knacks in all the Shops at Spa, and had carry'd } 


them off with him. Well Gentlemen, ſays Mr Lale, 
did not I tell. you that this Cavalier would make the b 
belt of his Way, and give us a Caſt of his Office > || 
Come, Gentlemen, confeſs, confeſs, that notwithitand- | 
ing my Account of him, he has laid you all under Con- 
tribution, The Marqueſs own'd, that to get rid of ll th 
85 him 
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him he had given him two Louis d'Ors; and for my 
Part I was heartily aſnam'd that he had wheedled me 
out of ſome Ducats. Mr Lake laugh'd at our Com- 
paſſion, and rally 'd us a good deal; but the Confeſſions 
of the Company gave us ſome Conſolation. How, ſays 
my Lord, who was not very generous, did Mr Lake know 
this Adventurer? Yes, ſays I, and deſcribed him to us 
exactly too, and yet he coax'd us out of our Money. 
I'm ſorry for my poor Guineas, ſays my Lord, for he 
had fix of mine at once, and I gave him two more in 
the Gathering which the Ducheſs made for him 'tothter 
Day. Ah! my dear Lord, ſays my Lady, take Com- 
fort, he has ſome of mine too; but I find it's a good 
Bargain to get rid at any Rate, of a Man that may 
make you ſuffer more. My Lord added, that this Ad- 
venturer had made his beſt Market of two Dutch Jews 
who were come to Spa; and I don't wonder at it, ſays 
he, for he knows how to paint his pretended Misfor- 
tunes ſo artfully that he'd ſoften an Arab. I ſaw ſome 
Letters which he wrote to the Ducheſs, and to two 
young. Noblemen of Amſterdam, in which he deſcribes 
his Circumſtances in the moſt moving Manner imagin- 
able, and interſperſes fo many Sentiments of Honour 
that I thought him a Man of Worth. Thoſe young 
Hollanders however are the only Perſons that have not 
I deen his Bubbles. In ſhort, curſorily ſumming up what 
„ che Baron had pilfer'd, we found he muſt have got a- 
e bove a hundred Guineas, without reckoning the Debts 
5 4 he left unpaid, or what he won at play. 


= | We ask'd my Lord where he heard this News ? At 
of de Fountain of Geronſtere, ſays he, from whence I 1 
m | | 13 am 
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am juſt return'd ; and he aſſur'd us that that Fountain 
Was a great deal more frequented than the Poubon, and 
that the Concourſe of Drinkers which he found there 
had taught him, that there was much more Company 
at the Spa than he had imagin'd. What he told us of 
the Situation, the Proſpects and Pleaſures of that Foun- 
tain, gave us a Deſire to go thither. We propos'd it 
to the Ducheſs and her Ladyſhip, who agreed to it, 
and appointed next Morning. The Ladies ordered 
their Servants to hire Coaches, and we diſpatch'd ours 
to get Horſes, The Ducheſs invited us to make a 
Party with her at Three o'Clock. We went to dreſs, 
and after having play'd there goud Part of the After- 
noon, we reſolv'd to end the ** with a Walk. at the 
Capuchins. 


We could not do it conveniently. They had that. 
Day ſome Sort of Feſtival, a very ſolemn one probably, 
becauſe they were going to make a great Proceſſion 
round the Garden, ſinging piteouſly, and Abundance 
of People followed them. My Lady advis'd us to go 
on one Side, that we might not be expos'd to the in- 
diſcreet Zeal of ſome Devotée: So we went into the 
Arbour where we ſaw without being ſeen. My Lady 
was much in the Right ; for but a little before one of 
the greateſt Ladies of the Exgliſb Court, had like to 
have paid dear for indiſcreetly expoſing herſelf. It was 
the Ducheſs of N-——, and ſhe herſelf told it to my Lady 
when they met at Braſſels. This Lady going one Day to 
a Sermon of the Caphuchins had the Curioſity to be 
preſent at the Sacrament which ſollow'd. She did not 
know that the Hoſt was expos'd, and ſtood up during 

| In 
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the whole Ceremony, even after the fatal Stroke of the 
Bell. A Lzegeois, more inſolent than religious, offended 
at the Poſture of the Ducheſs, gave her ſuch a Blow on 
the Back with his Cane that ſhe fell upon a Bench 
over-againſt her and ſwooned away. The moſt mode- 
rate among the Catholicks murmur'd at this Accident, 
and the Exgliſb ran to Arms to demar d Satisfaction. 
The Capuchin Fathers, who had no Share in this Diſ- 
order, came to make their Apology, and begged the 
Ducheſs to huſh up the Aﬀair, and ſo it ended. We 
concluded the ſureſt Way was to run no Hazard, ſo we 
eſcaped from the Garden to return home. 


However, as it was early, we ſtopped to prattle in 
the Street; and ſaunter'd along like idle People gazing 
at the Coats of Arms which graced the Fronts of the 
greateſt Inns. This Diverſion was pleaſant enough, as 
it gave us Occaſion to talk of thoſe illuſtrious Perſons 
whoſe Arms we ſaw with the Date of their Journey to 
Spa. Among the Reſt we ſaw the Arms of the famous 


- Queen Margaret, firſt Wife of Henry IV. of France, 


who came there in 1577, purely to procure Pregnancy 
to prevent the Diſſolution of their Marriage, as appears 
by her own Account of this little Journey, Her Arms 
are encompaſs'd with thoſe of the Ducheſs of Montpen- 


ier, and the moſt illuſtrious Lords and Ladies which 


attended her. A little farther we found the Arms of 
Henry III. of France and Poland, who came for Health 
in 1585; and thoſe of Alexander Farneſe Duke of 
Parma, who came there in 1591. There was the 


Coat too of Charles II. King of England, who came 


14 for 
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for ſome Diverſion from the Diſquiets of his Exile : 
The King of Denmark's Arms, thoſe of the Great 
Duke of Tu/cary, of the Prince and Princeſs of Orange, 
and of Abundance of Noblemen of the moſt diſtin- 
guiſh'd Houſes in Europe. 


Our Eyes dazzeled before we were tir'd of this A- 
muſement, and we went to fit upon a Bench at Sieur le 
Louv's Door, who lives at the Corner of the Poubon. 
Bat as we were too many, that civil Gentleman brought 
Chairs for the Ducheſs and the other Ladies. Our 
Heads were full of Heraldry, and we aſked him if there 
were not ſome more ancient in the Pariſh Church. He 
told us No, becauſe their Church was originally only a 
Chapel of Eaſe, and was erected into a Pariſh Church 
but in 1573. Before then, ſays he, we belonged to 
the Pariſh of Sart a little League from hence; and 'tis 
ſince that Time that a little Magiſtracy has been erected 
at Spa, upon the Rains of that at Sart. But as we 
then form'd but one and the ſame Community, the Re- 
cords of our Eſtabliſhment were placed in the Regiſtry 
of this Town where they periſhed by Fire. But at leaſt, 
ſays Mr Lale, you certainly know when your Town 
was founded. They ſay, Sir, ſays Sieur le Loup, that 
the Founder of this Town was a Smith, who in 1327 
bought of the Biſhop of Liege twelve Acres of Wood- 
land round the Pouben Spring, which at that time was 
in the Midit of a little Meadow encompaſs'd with 
Woods. This Man clear'd the Ground and built 
upon it. My Houſe, added he, was the firſt; and 
thoſe which they have ſince built, form this Market- 

place 
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place of Spa, which has encreas'd by little and little. 
Formerly the Drinkers lodged in thoſe Ruins call'd the 
Odd Spa, and as there was not Room enough, every 
Summer they provided Tents round the Sauveniere for 


fthoſe who were leaſt infirm. This, ſays he, is all 


that's known of the Foundation of the Town. We 
thank'd this Man for the Civility with which he had 
anſwer'd our Queſtions, and retir'd to our Lodgings a- 
greeing to rendezvous the next Day at Pouhor. 


The Idea of the Pleaſure which my Lord had pro- 


mis'd us at Geroz/tere rais'd us an Hour ſooner than 


uſual that we might ſet out together. - We met at Pou- 
hon at the ſame Inſtant, as if one Genius had awak'd 


us, The Ducheſs and the other Ladies were as punc- 


tual to the Appointment, ſo that by Half an Hour af- 
ter Four we had taken our uſual Doſe of Peubon; and 
the Coaches waited : The Ducheſs entered one with 
two Ladies, and my Lady another with her two 
Friends. My Lord, Mr Lake, the Marqueſs and J, 
accompany'd them on Horſeback. By good Luck we 
haGthe fineſt Weather in the World, and ſo we ought 
to compenſate the Length and Trouble of the Fourney- 
And yet it's hardly more than Half a League from Spa 
to Geronſtere; but the Way is fo rough that it always 


takes up an Hour and a Quarter. The Country too 
itſelf is very diſagreeable. As ſoon as Spa is leſt be- 


hiad, there is no more Appearance of Habitation, ſo 


that the Traveller ſeems tranſported into a mountainous | 


Deſart: Look which Way he will, every thing be- 
ſpeaks Solitude: Foreſt, Heath, and Rock, are all 
38 that's 
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that's viſible. The Roads are border'd and enclos'd in 
ſome Places with Rock, or with Shivers of Rock of a 
| prodigious Bigneſs; ſo that Coaches can go but a Foot- 
pace be the Occaſion never ſo prefling, and the Coach- 


man always walks to be ready to guide the Horſes 
where the Rocks would otherwiſe overſet the Coach. 


Theſe Conveniencies are contriv'd purpoſely for thoſe 
rough and narrow Roads. They are a Sort of light 
Chaiſe cover'd with Leather or Oyl-ſkin, with Curtains 


of the ſame, without Glaſſes or Step. Theſe Machines 
are hung upon Shafts with two Wheels: They have a 
Lunette behind, to watch the Cloak-bags that are ty'd 
there — for it's impoſſible to place a Man there. It 


is no eaſy Matter to be expeditious with theſe Carri- 


ages, becauſe they won't admit of two Horſes in Front, 
and when the Journey is long enough to require two 


Horſes they muſt go one behind the other. Whatever 
Time theſe Animals take up, they always go one Pace, 
and are ſo well acquainted with their Path, that I have 
_ obſerved in difficult Places they always put their Feet 
in the ſame Holes and upon the ſame Stones, ſo that 


the Traveller is ſure of the ſame Jolts every Journey. 


But flow as theſe Carriages are they are extreamly | 
ſure, and we ſeldom hear that they meet with any ö 


Caſuality. Neither are they very dear; the Coachmen 
take but three Skillins for a Chaiſe to the Fountains, 


tho' three or ſour People be in it. Perſons that can't 


ride like them well enough ; but for my Part I deteſt 
them, and would much rather chuſe to walk as the 
Czar did often in 1717. In the mean Time we had 
but little Benefit from our Horſes : Good Manners not 


permit- 
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permitting us to leave the Ladies, we were forced to 


follow their Chaiſes Step by Step; we could not even 
enjoy their Converſation, becauſe in ſome woody Places 


the Roads were ſo confined that there was only Room 


for the Chaiſe. Follow them then we muſt, wiſhing 
the Road at the Devil, and blaming the careleſs Inha- 
bitants of Spa who might be leſs negligent of a Road ſo 
beneficial to them. Mr Lake, to comfort us, ſaid it was 


much worſe formerly, and that the firſt Time he came 


to Spa it was almoſt unpaſſable. We are obliged to 
the Count of Lynden Appremont for its Amendment. 
That Nobleman, who was a Favourite of Prince Cle- 
ment of Bavaria, and Governor of his Marquiſate of 
Franchi mont (to which the Fountains are an Append- 
age) has been at infinite Pains and Expence to make o- 
very Road that leads to them convenient. Tis pity, 
added he, that bis Succeſſors have not had an equal 
Zeal for the Publick Good. Perhaps, ſays I, Policy 
occaſions this Negligence of the Roads, and they won't 
improve them that Strangers may be forced ſtill to 
make uſe of hired Horſes and Carriages. That may 
be, ſays he, but then they miſtake their Intereſt ; for 
if their Roads were better abundance more Strangers 
-would come hither who now ſtay at home terrified by 
'the Account they hear. Beſides, People of Faſhion 
would bring their Equipage, which would be more 
advantagous to tze Town than the trifling Hire of their 
Vehicles. ER 


This little Converſation led us inſenfibly to Geron- 


flere, We diſmounted, and gave our Horſes to a Boy 
whoſe Office it is to tie them to a Stake and watch 
| them ; 
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them; and then we help'd the Ladies to alight at a 
great Stone where all the Chaiſes ſtopt: And we ran 
to the Fountain of Geronſſere. We were there firſt, as 
our Chaiſes had fet out earlieſt ; but we were not long 
alone. In a Moment we ſaw a Train of thirty Chaiſes, 
ſome that dropp'd in ſingly, and about a hundred Horſe- 
men, without reckoning Prieſts, —— and others 
who foot i it thither. 


I call'd for Glaſſes for the Ladies, and the Women 
attending on that Fountain gave us ſome with a little 
Liegeois Compliment which I did not well underſtand. 
I preſented a Glaſs to my Lady, who at firſt was ex- 
treamly diſpuſted at the Taſte of that Water, which 
differs a good deal from the Paubon: Her Repugnance 
gave me a good Revenge for her malicious Treatment 
of me in the fame Cafe : I gave her no Quarter; and 
by good Luck I had no Diftaſte to theſe Waters, fo 

that I took occaſion to teize my Lady cruelly every 
| Time ſhe was ta drink. 


After theſe firſt Libations to the Nymph of Geron- 
ftere, we buſy'd us in examining her Situation, her 
Palace and Territories. This precious Water iſſues 
from the Cavity of a Rock pretty high in Compariſon 
of Spa. The Fountain is in a little Marble Niche 
cover'd. by a Dome of Free-ſtone ſuſtain'd by four 
Marble Pillars. This pretty little Edifice is owing to 
the Liberality of the Count Conrade of Bourg ſdor f, 
Privy Counſellor to the Elector of Brandenbourg. This 
Nobleman coming there in 1651, and finding great 
Relief, thought himſelf obliged to provide his Bene- 
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factreſs a better Lodging, and ſo was at the Charge of 
this little Building. He has even left a publiclæ Teſti- 
mony of his Gratitude in an Inſcription in High- Dutch 
under his Arms upon a great Stone in a neighbouring 
Wall. The Marqueſs, who underſtood that Language, 
interpreted the Inſcription to us ; and as there is no- 
thing of great Moment in it, I thought it ſufficient to 
extract from it the Fact which I have juſt related. In 
all Likelihood, ſays my Lady, if every Body made an 
Offering after Recovery, theſe Waters would be as fa- 
mous for their Ornaments as their Virtue. For my 
Part, ſays the Ducheſs, I can't forgive the Czar Peter 
| for leaving the Spa without leaving ſome Tokens more 
|. worthy ſo great an Emperor. A Leauis XIV, added 
| ſhe, as great an OEconomiſt as he was, would not have 
thought a Marble ſufficient : He would certainly have 
rais'd a publick Edifice, and have made Strangers 
drink his Health two hundred Years after his Death. 
Oh! Madam, ſays Mr Lale, the Czar was more con- 
ſiderate ; Had he built wherever he went he had not 
been able to found his Petersbourg. Beſides, as modeſt | 
as he appear'd, he had ſuch an Idea of his own Great- 
neſs, that he thought his Name and Arms a greater 
Favour than all the Buildings in the World. The good 
Folks of Spa had themſelves ſo great an Opinion of 
them, that inſtead of ſolliciting his Liberality, they 
contented themſelves with begging his Arms and a Cers. 
| tificate of his Cure, of which I have an authentick 
Copy: And that Certiſicate was given by his Phy- 
ſician too. This 1s it. | 


<I the underwritten, Privy-Counſellor and Prime 
Phy ſician 
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3 Phyſician to his Majeſty the Emperor of Ruſſta, do 


aatteſt that his Majeſty having a great Weakneſs of 


© Appetite by the Relaxation of the Fibres of the Sto- 
mach, together with ſwell'd Legs, Paleneſs of Face, 
© and from Time to Time bilious Cholicks, came to Spa 
to drink the Mineral Waters there. I am Witneſs of 
* the Relief which his Majeſty found from them, daily 
« growing better: Having taken the Pains to go in Per- 
« ſon to the Geronſtere Spring, three Quarters of a 
League from the Town, well knowing that their Vir- 
tue is abundantly greateſt on the Spot: And laſtly, 
« tho' his Majeſty had drunk other Waters in different 
© Places, he has found none better, nor any ſo effectual 
in his Diſtemper as the Spa Waters. Given at Spa 24 
Fuh, 1717, ſign'd R. Areſtine, with his Seal in red 
Wax. Certified in like Manner by G. ne; Re- 
* giſter of Spa, under-written.” 


This Certificate, ſays Mr Lake, has made his Memory 
eternal here ; every one knows it by Heart, and every 
Father tranſmits it to his Children. Theſe honeſt 
Folks are great Fools then, ſays the Ducheis : For 
in ſhort, to what Purpoſe ſerves the Marble which the 
Czar has put up at Pouhon, That Inſcription and this 
Certificate tell us he was ill and recover'd : And what's 
that to us? I ſ-e nothing in it but what's very common. 
Princes, like other Mortals, are ſubje@ to a thouſand 
Ills, and I look on this Inſcription as a more conſpicu- 
ous Monument of human Infirmity, of which we have 
too many Proofs without that Marble. But it had 
been worth our Concern and his Imperial Dignity, if, 


while he acquainted Poſterity with his Malady, he had 
enabled 
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nibled us to read in more laſting Characters, ſuch as 
ſome convenient Gallery, or other publick Building, 
that his Liberality and Mapnificence had ſhewn them- 
ſelves as amply in his Gratitude as upon other Occaſi- 
ons: What think you, Gentlemen? Every Body ap- 


prov'd her Notion, and own'd that it had ſhew'd more 


Grandure in ſo rich and powerfal a Monarch, had he 
left ſome glorious Monument in a Province ſo very di- 
ſtant from his Dominions. At leaſt, ſays my Lady, 
he would have eſcap'd the little Reproaches which his 
"HOODY has ſuffer'd from us to Day. 


Only the young Lord diſſented * this Ge 


| He lov'd Money and hated Expence, and that mean 
Paſſion in one of his Age and Quality, made him often 
act a ridiculous Part, as we ſhall find. But without 


quitting the Czar, he undertook to prove that our Re- 


marks were injurious to that Monarch, and in down- 
right Anger told the Ladies it was fooliſn to condemn a 


Prince to Expences in a Foreign Country. My dear 
little-Lord, ſays the Ducheſs, you are in the Wrong 


to be ſo angry. The Czar might have done this with- 
out coſting you any thing. O' my Word, you are 


hardly an Engliſpman. Beſides, you are to know, that 
at Spa as at London, we ſpeak freely of crown'd * 


without Offence to any Body. 


The Marqueſs eblerving that the Converſation grew 
warm, and that my Lord, piqued at that indirect Re- 


proach of Avarice, might forget a due Reſpect to the 
Ladies, diverted the Subject, in propoſing to go and 


drink a Glaſs, In ſhort, he made us trudge along the 
Plain 


- — — 


= 
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Plain, in the Midſt of which is the Fountain. Tis a 
little Square of forty Foot, which they have cut in the 

| Rock for the Conveniency of Drinkers. At the Bot- 
tom of this Place, and oppoſite to the Fountain, they 

have rais'd a large Building in Form of a Hall, over 
which there is a Chamber capable of being made very 
convenient. Theſe two Apartments, which ſerve as a 
| Shelter for the Drinkers when it rains, have neither 
| Doors nor Windows, nor any Light but from Sky- 
lights. At beſt this Building looks like a Guard-Houſe. 
| The upper Rooms jut out ten Foot before the Under, 
and this being ſupported by four Gothick Pillars, forms 
a little Piazza like a Gallery before the Hall. This 
Hall ſerves as a warming Place to thoſe who are too 
much affected by the Coldneſs of the Waters. There 
is a Hearth as inconvenient as the reſt, and they made 
a terrible Fire-on it of whole Trees and green Boughs, 
which ſmoak'd the whole Company. Yet Neceſſity 
made it convenient: There are Benches round; and 
there one may ſee Dukes and Ducheſſes, Burghers, 
Monks, Prieſts, and even Princes, who laying afidetheir 
Rank and Quality, talk with as much Familiarity as 
if they were all on a Level. We too ventured into the 
Smoke to ſee all the Drinkers. We mix'd ourſelves in 
the Crowd, and join'd Converſation with the firſt Co- 
mers : But the Smoke driving us away, we endeavour- 
ed to rally and take a little Breath upon the Terraſs. 
We ſound the Ducheſs and my Lady deep in Talk with 
a very amiable Abbeſs, who had politely made Room 
for them on the Bench. Our Ladies invited her to take 


2 Walk with them, and after having drunk another 
f | Glaſs 
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Glaſs we went upon the Terraſs, where we found Vio- 
lins and other Inſtruments, which come thither every 
Morning to enliven that Solitude. Twelve or fifteen 
Steps lead to the Top of this Terraſs, and under thoſe 
Steps runs a little Rivulet which makes an agreeable 
Murmur. This Terraſs is charming: Tis a Spot a- 
bout an Acre and an Half, which they have clear'd, 
and which is naturally paved by the Rock which they 
| have uncover'd and made ſmooth. Tt enclines a little, 
and by its Situation forms a ſort of Amphitheatre. This 
Walk is edg'd round with large Trees, which furniſh a 
Shade ſufficient to make the Walk convenient. And 
in the moſt ſecret Parts of the Thickets are cut ſeveral 
Wittle private Cells, where any Body may retire when 
Nature is importunate. They have cut down all the 
Trees at the lower Side of the Terraſs, ſo that there 
is a delightful Proſpect. The View is even and diſtant, 
Wand between the Mountains are ſeen Steeples a prodi- 
iors Way of. We took ſo much Pleaſure in this 
Walk that we roſolv'd to quit Poubon nnen 
Wt he [nconveniences of the Way to wats. abc 


The Heat of the Sun beginning to be perceivable obli- 
ped us to re-aſſume the Way to Spa. For it's requiſite 
What the Waters ſhould be drank in the Cool, and equally 
eequiſite to uſe Exerciſe that they may paſs : That Exer- 
iſe too muſt be moderate, to avoid Sweat which is ex- 
reamly prejudicial to the Drinkers; for then the Wa- 
ers ſtrive to paſs by Perſpiration, which is always in- 
ufficient to carry off the Quantity which People drink. 

W preſs'd my Lady to drink a parting Glaſs ; but the 
Abbeſs took her Part againſt me, and advis'd her not 
| | _ 
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186 The Amuſements of 
to do it, becauſe it often happens that the Geronſtere 
Water intoxicates for a few Days at firſt; and ſhe 
aſſured us ſhe had experienced it, and that ſhe really 
found herſelf drunk a few Hours. I ſubmitted to 
theſe Reaſons, and after having conducted the Ladies to 
their Coaches we remounted to wait on them to Town. 


The Return from Gerox/lere is much pleaſanter, tho 
we came back by the ſame Way we went. The Proſ- 
pect is leſs ſavage, becauſe the Road is all the Way de- 
clining, and the Eye diverts itſelf with the Vales and 
the neighbouring Hillocks, Beſides, the Road ſwarms 
with Coaches, with Horſemen, and Folks on Foot, 
Who return all about the ſame Time. The natural Ef- 
fect of the Waters, the Percolation of which is haſten'd 
by the Exerciſe of the Journey or the Jolting of the 
Coaches, cauſes no little Perplexity, particularly a- 
mong the Ladies. None will a-light firſt, but each 
pays his Compliment of Precedence to the reſt, till at 
length the moſt preſſing Neceſſity decides it. But as 
ſoon as one Coach halts, all form themſelves into Par- 
ties, and ſcreen themſelves 'under Buſhes or great 
Stones. At length up we get again, and the Company 
uſually halts three or four Times by the Way — Nemine 
contradicente : And as every Body is then in a laughing 
Vein, there always happens ſome little Accident to 
promote Mirth. I can't tell whether the Situation of 


Geronſtere contributes to it, but theſe Waters ſeem to 


me to enliven more than thoſe of Poubon. They 
gave us all Spirits, and inſtead of Dreſſing at our Re- 
turn to * the Ladies would take a Turn in the Ca- 

puchin 
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puchins Garden. The Abbeſs who went to Maſs 
there, came to us ſoon after; for the Prieſts and Ca- 
puchins of Spa are enjoin'd Brevity in their Devotions 
that the Drinkers may not be fatigu'd. This Abbeſs 
took ſo much with my Lady, that ſhe invited her to 
come and ſee her, and to paſs the Afternoon with her, 
with the Ducheſs and the Reſt of the Company. For 


at Spa very little Preliminary is requiſite to the Eſta- 
bliſnment of a ſtrict Acquaintance, 


It truck Eleven and we left the Garden to go to 
Dinner. As we were at the Capuchins Gate we ſaw the 
Count of L——'s Servant coming in great haſte, The 
Meſſage was to the Abbeſs : His Maſter had ſent him 
to aſk if ſhe had not found an. Agate Snuff · Box which he 
had loſt in the Church, The Abbeſs anſwer'd, No: 
And in like Manner the Man aſk'd all who had been 
at Maſs at the ſame Time with his Maſter, and made 
the Capuchins ſearch every Corner of their Church. 
However, ſays the Abbeſs, I wiſh this Snuff- Box was 
found: For I fancy from the Oddity of his particular 
Addreſs to me, that he ſuſpe&s I have pilfer'd it. She 
gueſs'd right. The Count himſelf appear'd, and begged 
her ſeriouſly to give him his Box — becauſe, ſays he, 
it was a Favour from the Princeſs of - , and I 
can't handſomely part- with itz and to prevail, he 
begged her to atcept another Golden Snuff. Box in lieu 
of it. The Abbeſs | aftoniſh'd at his Compliment, 
call'd him ſaucy Fellow, and bid him inquire elſe- 
where. We did not know what to think of this Aﬀair, 
for this Lady's Reſerve and her whole Conduct declar'd 
her incapable of ſuch an Intreague. The Marqueſs 

Te ſaid 
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ſaid to the Count with ſome Emotion, Confider Sir, 
what you ſay here, I am anſwerable for your S nuſf. Box 
if its in the Hands of Madam the Abbeſi, but you muſt 


make me Amends if its found elſewhere. The Abbeſs 


fearing a Diſturbance, and knowing that a Lady's Re- 
putation is always ſully'd by paſſing through the Hands 
of Men, thank'd the Marqueſs for the Intereſt he took 
in the Inſult offer'd her: She begged he'd leave her to 
decide the Quarrel ; and ſaid very agreeably, that a 
Man that paints frightens no Woman he attacks, and 


that ſhe thought herſelf a Match for him. Let us ſee 


then, Menfieur le Comte, ſays ſhe ſcornfully, if this is 
your Snuff Box. The Count advancing to ſee, and 
ſeizing the Abbeſs's Hand, cry'd out, Ah! Madam, 


I'd rather you'd accept it: But the Abbeſs giving him 
a Box o'the Ear, ſaid, There's a Box for you ; and re- 


peating it before he could recolle& himſelf, and this, 
fays ſhe, I give you for daring to name the Princeſs. 
The poor Count quite unhing'd, made a low Bow, and 
ſaid, he did not expect that Favour, and retir'd into a 
Corner of the Street to recompoſe his Curls. How- 
ever, as we fear'd he might inſult the Lady we con- 
vey'd her home. 


We were no ſooner at Table but in comes our Fop, 
and a Moment after his Man brought him his Snuff- 
Box, telling him he found it upon his Toilet. He 
confeſs'd he might leave it there. But the Marqueſs 
told him, if he did not beg the Abbeſs's Pardon that 
Day he muſt expect Compulſion. O, I'll not fail to 
be ſure, ſays the prudent Spark : But upon my Life I 
thought that OT: who ſat next me at Church had 


play d 
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play d a Trick with me. The Affair was to reſt here, 
provided he made the Abbeſs what Satisfaction ſhe re- 


quir'd; and Mr Lake, whoſe whole Buſineſs was Di- 


verſion, appeas'd the Quarrel, in hopes of promoting 
his Deſign by it. 


This Adventure having abridged Dinner, we went 
to the Caffee Houſe to play a Game at Billiards, and 
wait the Hour of waiting on my Lady. Accidentally 
we found there one of thoſe German Hawkers who 
frequent Fairs to ſell Toys and Knick-knacks. The 
German opened his Box to us, and begged us only to 
look, in hopes of tempting us. His Stock conſiſted 
chiefly of Snufi-Boxes of all Sizes, and of a certain 
Stone call'd Flint of Mayence — which theſe Vagrants 
ſell for Agate. We look'd at Abundance, and aſk'd 
him the Price. They were cheap enough, for he aſk'd 
but a Guinea for the very beſt, and ſwore he had ſold 
the Fellow of it that very Morning to the Count of L— 
for three Ducats. Here the Myſtery of the Favour 
from the Princeſs of —— was clear'd up, and this 
laſt Air, after what had paſs'd, made us conclude our 
Fop incorrigible. | 


We took Care to make him repeat the Count's 
ame and deſcribe him, to avoid Equivocation ; and 
aſter a perfect Aſſurance that it could be no other but 


Pur Spark, we ran to communicate our Diſcoyery to 


the Abbeſs. She laugh'd heartily at it, and defir'd us 
o go with her to my Lady, where the Ducheſs was 
ready, and we diverted them with the Story. In the 
nean time Mr Lale, who Raid at the Inn, had diſpos'd 

| the 


be form'd againſt him by the Abbeſs in Revenge. Im- 
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the Count to accept the Title and Honours of King of 
the Bobelins; for he told him, every Body gave Way 
to him in Gratitude for the Pleaſures he had procur'd 
the Ladies. The ſtupid Count ſwallow'd the Bait, and | 
eſteeming this ridiculous Title as a Mark of Diſtinction 
begged his Intereſt in obtaining it. Mr Lake promis'd 
it, on Condition he would be very ſecret in the Affair, 
for fear of a Competitor and any Cabal which might 


mediately Mr Lake came to inform our Ladies of his 
Progreſs; and inſtructed the Abbeſs in the Part ſhe 
ſhould play when the Count came to beg Pardon ; and 
immediately he drew up the Inſtrument of Election, in 
which we all had a Share. It was ſo Burleſque that! 
think myſelf obliged to give it the Reader. 


We the Bobe/ins, ſick and well, aſſembled at 954 
for the Cure of our reſpeQive Diſtempers preſent and u 
* come, and eſpecially for the Evacuation of Melancholy 
and Vapours, to all who ſhall ſee; read, or hear theſ: 
« Preſents, particularly to all Hypocondriacks our Bre 
* thren, Friends, and Allies, actually reſiding here wii 
the ſame View: Health, Honour, Joy, Appetite, and 
© a free Paſſage to their Waters. We make known, thi 
© agreeably to the laudable and ancient Cuſtoms of ou 
* Anceſtors, leſt the eſtabliſh'd Diſcipline among tt 
Drinkers ſuffer any Change, in Default of a Chi 
capable of guarding the Privileges granted to the! 
© Time immemorial : And as the higheſt and moſt nob 


* of thoſe Privileges is a Right of electing a King, who 
Election is uſually made in our Capital of Spa, accor 


ing to the Laws and Conſtitutions of the Bobelin 120 
i ON 
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e We have ſeriouſly reſoly'd (as ſeriouſly as we Can re- 
2 ſolve) to fill the Throne vacant by the Abdication of 
; * my Lord Colifichet, our late King of joyous Memory. 
r'd : | 
nal Having to that Purpoſe ſearched thro' the whole Ex- 
TE ent of our Empire, a Subject worthy of being rais'd 
all to that Dignity, we have caſt our Eyes upon the noble 


fair. and moſt illuſtrious Peer my Lord N. N. who calls 


* himſelf Count of L—, Sc. &c. Deſigning by 


3 « this Choice to add a new Luſtre to all his eminent 

« will © Qualities, and to make his exalted Merits, as well na- 
ge tural as acquir d, conſpicuous to the Univerſe. Con- 
** « fidering likewiſe the high Alliances of the ſaid noble 
SE Count, with all. the Nobility and Princes of the 
wy World, — even with Preſer John, the Great Mo- 
* gul, and the Cham of 7ar/ary, whoſe Friendſhip 

« muſt be very precious to this Republick. We the 

at dhe © Bobelins above-mention'd, repreſenting the whole 
T7 Body, by Virtue of thoſe full Powers lodged in us, do 
ncheh © declare to all whom it may concern, that we have 
1 choſen, elected, created and conſtituted, and by theſe 
* Preſents do choſe, elect, create, ard conſtitute the moſt 
"i © Noble, moſt illuſtrious, and moſt excellent Count of 
mY 1 , King of the Hobelins, and of the Fountains 
IM, : * of §pa, with all the Honours, Rights, Privileges, 
WR : * Prerogatives and Immunities belonging to that high 
wi J © Dignity. We will and ordain that he be acknow- 
ang ledged as ſuch throughout the whole Bobeline Juriſdic- 
* tion, and by all our Officers and Agents. We enjoin 
3 *all Bobelins of every Age, Quality, Sex, Order and 
on ne Condition, to behave to him accordingly ; expreſsly 
( prohibiting them to drink firſt, or diſcover Melancho- 
Bebel or Vapours in his Preſence, under the Penalty of 
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arbitrary Correction, beſides a double Doſe of Water 


which they ſhall be obliged to drink, according to 


the Exigence of the Caſe. 


* Defirous alſo of enabling the ſame our Lord the 
King to ſupport the Dignity of his Character, we do 
« aſſign him all the Revenues and Domains of his Royal 
Predeceſſors; and as a Mark cf our ſingular Eſteem 


for his Perſon, we add thereto all the ferruginous 


© nitrous Allom and vitriolick Exhalations of the ſeve- 
© ral Fountains of Poubon, Sauveniere, Groſbeck, Wat- 
* troz, Tonnilet and Bariſart, to ſupply the Expences 
© of his Toilet, as Paint, Patches, Ribands, &c. Iten, 
The ſalphurous Vapours of Geronflere for the Supply 
© of his Privy-Purſe, particularly for the Purchaſe of a 
great many Tweezers and Snuff-Boxes. And laſtly, 
We aflign him all the Pieces of broken Bottles and 
«* Glaſſes, to ſerve as a Fund for the Balls which he will 
« continue to give the Bobe/ine Ladies, during the | 
«* Courſe of his merry Reign. Moreover, we order the 
Sieur Salpeteur, our Chancellour, to deliver up to him | 
« inſtantly ſuch Titles and Charters whoſe Guardianſhip 
do devolve to him, and to exhibit the ancient Rules, 
that the Obſervation of them be ſworn to, and to pro- 
© cure the immediate Inſtallation of our ſaid Sovereign. 
Finally, be theſe Preſents executed through the whole 
« Extent of the Bobeline Territories, for ſuch is our 
Will. Given in our Capital of Spa, near the venerable 
Fountain of Poy/or, the firſt Day and Year of our 
« new King.“ | 
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When this ridiculous Decree was finiſh'd,. the Read- 
ing of which gave us a Comedy, Mr Lake went to pro- 
poſe it to the moſt Giſtinguiſh'd Perſons at the Waters 
and let ſame pleaſant Liegeois into the Deſign;who un- 
dertook to contribute their utmoſt towards making this 
Ceremony as burleſque as poſlible ; and it was fix d for 
the Afternoon of the next Day. From thence Mr 
Lake went again to the future King, and having in- 
ſtructed him to act, led him to my Lady's, to beg Par- 
don of the Abbeſs. That Lady, aſter ſome little Re- 
proaches, promis'd to forget his Incivility, and aſſur'd 
him, he ſhou'd ſoon ſee, that ſhe was more his Friend 
than any Body. My Lady then open'd to him the In- 
tentions of the Company, and ſhew'd him the Iaſtru- 
ment of his Election, which ſhe flatter'd herſelf would 
be ſolemnly ſign'd next Day at the Fountains. The 
ſtupid Count underſtood all theſe Compliments literally, 
and ſaid, he would receive his Crown from the Hand 
of the Ducheſs. They advis'd him, in the mean 
Time, to be very ſecret in the Affair, and not to ap- 
pear till Notice given, becauſe they would ſtrive to 
make his Election ſudden, and to grace it with Accla- 
mation ; and in this he found ſomething very glorious. 
Theſe Precautions ſeem'd the more neceſſary, for fear 
ſomebody ſhou'd give him an Infight into the Folly of 
this Affair: He promic'd all we deſir'd, and retir'd 
brimful of Joy. I muſt confeſs I pity'd him, and 
thought the Jeſt grew too ſerious. The Marqueſs, 
piqued as he was, approv'd my Ses timents; but we 
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cou'd avail nothing, and ſo let ourſelves be carry'd 
down the Torrent. | 


The Afternoon paſs'd in Pleaſantries upon this Scene 
which we left entirely to Mr Lake's Conduct, and he 
join'd the Italian with him to adjuſt the Execution. 
There was no want of Muſick : Engl; and Italians 
can have no Pleaſure without it. They engaged over 
Night in the Count's Name, and by his Order, all 
the Inſtruments of the a, Hautbois, hunting Horns, 
Fiddles, Baſs-Viols, Lutes, Harps, Flutes, Bagpipes, 
even to the humbleſt Reed. For us, we went to walk 
in the Town, and reſted ourſelves at Salheteur's, and 
the Ducheſs aſk'd him for a Glaſs of Mineral. This 
good Man humourouſly told us, we muſt quit his Door 
fince we had deſerted Poubon. Vet you ſee, ſays he, 
how true the old Proverb is, Never ſay, Fountain J 
abjure thy Waters : For he was very rich in old Pro- 
verbs with which he larded all his Stories. A Scotch 
Man too, a great Votary of Pouhon, who was then in | 
the Shop, reproach'd us fadly with our Inconſtancy. 8 
His Reaſons were juſt; but as we had none of his Ill- | 
neſs, they could not perſuade us to renounce Geron/lere. | 
*Tis true, the Recovery of that young Man is as mi- 
raculous as any Cure ever perform'd there. The Story 
which he told us of it. is extraordinary. 


722 — 
0 . . * * 


At the Age of Eighteen, ſays he, I was attack'd 
[ with the Stone-Cholick with ſuch exquifite Torment 
| that I thought I muſt fink under it. As I was then 
| at the Univerſity of Oxyra, I apply'd to the beſt Phy- 
| ficians, 
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Seins and found Relief ſor ſome Time. After ſome 


Months the Cholick return'd, and the Fits of it were 


as regular as a Quartan Ague. Theſe frequent Pains 


made my Life ſo inſupportable, that I had a hundred 


Times a Mind to hang myſelf. Religion, Reaſon, and 
the Inſtances of my Friends, perſuaded me to throw 


myſelf again into the Phyſicians Hands. I went round 


with them, and, I believe, in a Year's Time, thoſe 
Gentlemen made me ſwallow every Drug they deal in. 
Theſe Medicines, which certainly made the greateſt 


Part of my Diſtemper, waſted me ſo much, that even, 


when I was freed from thoſe Returns I could not Rand. 


One of them preſcrib'd the Bath Waters. I went and 


drank them to no Purpoſe ; yet there is ſome Appear- 
ance that they fix d my Diſtemper. The Cholick went 
off; but an inſupportable Pain in the Reins ſucceeded 
it. A continual Wearineſs oppreſs'd my Nerves : I 
could not ſleep, I had an univerſal Diſguſt to Eatables, 
and ſometimes felt ſevere Pangs in my Bowels. All 
theſe Symptoms made me ſuſpect an hereditary Diſeaſe, 
for I had no Opportunity of deſerving it myſelf, and 
they ſentenced me to take the celebrated Pills of Dr 
Miſaubin— which every body took. They coſt a 
Guinea ; I ſent for ſome and took them with a good 
deal of Repugnance. Whether through want of Faich 
or a Miſtake of Medicine, their Effect was quite con- 
trary. However, Thanks to my Conſtitution, the 
Duid pro quo did not kill me. I abjur'd the Pills, and 


compos'd myſelf to wait for Death. Accidentally a 
g Friend of mine broaght a French Phyſ c an to me, who 


pretended to cure me. Once more ] liſten'd: He ex- 
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amin'd my Urine, and fancy'd he could diſcern there, 
that my Anguiſh proceeded from an Abceſs in the 
Reins, which was ſtill curable, if I would go to Spa. 
Such a Journey being impoſſible, in my weak Condi- 
tion, - eſpecially in that general Contraction of my 
Nerves, which had reduced me to the Shape of the 
late Scarron, I look'd upon his Counſel as meer Quack- 
ery. However, in Complaiſance to my Friend, I 
' drank ſome Bottles of Spa Water, ſuch as we have it 
at London, and J perceiv'd ſome Amendment. In leſs 
than ſix Weeks, my Sleep, my Appetite, and alittle | 
Strength of Nerves return'd to me. This good Effect 1 
encouraged me to continue, after four Years Illneſs, I || 
found myſelf well enough to venture the Journey. In | 
ſhort, here I came. I try'd all the Springs. That of 
| Geronftere almoſt kill'd me, that of Sauveniere did me 
leſs harm, and Experience taught me to ſtick by Pou- 
Jon. There then I fix'd. I hired Lodgings here, and | 
agreed for my Board; reſoly'd on Death or a Cure. L 
I had not drunk theſe Waters above three Months, be- 
fore I diſcern'd that the French Phyſician only had hit 
my Caſe. The Abſceſs in the Reins ſhew'd itſelf and ; 
diſcharged itſelf by Way of Urine. This ſuppurated | 
Matter continued its Courſe above a Year, during | 
which I fell away to a Shadow. That did not diſcou- 
rage me: I went regularly to the Fountain every Day 
Winter and Summer, and in the coldeſt Weather drank 
my uſual Doſe. I paid a Woman for malcing a Path 
in the Snow to the Fountain, and for lighting me a 
Fire in the Hall in very cold Weather. But Sir, ſays 
the Abbeſs, don't theſe Springs freeze in the Winter: 
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I have paſs d four Winters here, Ladies, ſays he, and 
they have not froze. They have even aſſur'd me, that 

in the terrible Winter of 1709, they did not freeze; but 
on the contrary, ſmoak'd as if they had boil'd ; and 
that not only the Pouhon Spring, but thoſe expas'd to 
the open Air too are unalter'd by the Cold. Be that as 
it will, Ladies, laſt Year I began to walk more at Eaſe, 
my Body, till then, bow'd down, reform'd itſelf. by 
little, till now I find myſelf able to dance a Ball. 
However, I think I ought not to haſten my Return, 
but rather to confirm my Re eſtabliſhment by a Courſe 
of Time equal to that of my Ilineſs. This Year, the 
fourth of my Reſidence at Spa, I lay out in the Reco- 
very of my Strength and Plumpneſs ; and you fee, La- 
dies, I ſucceed pretty well. TI even propoſe, continu'd 


he, to ſet out for /raly next September. 


Salpeteur, who was preſent at the Recital, confirm'd 
it in every Point, and added, that during theſe four 
Years, the young Gentleman had taken no Medicine 


but a little Syrup of Peaches; and chat when he had 
occaſion to purge, he went to take the Waters of 


Chaiid- Fountains, and bath'd, and that only for a few 


I wiſh you Joy, Sir, ſaid the 
Ducheſs, of your Cure, and your Conſtancy ; and I 


dare ſay, your Anguiſh muſt have been exquiſite, to 


bring you to a 1 ara of burying yourſelf here four 
Years. 


But, Sir, ſays my Lady, I fancy this muſt be the 
mon hideous Place in the World in Winter ; theſe 
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Rocks, theſe Fountains and Brooks, muſt look very 
melancholy, when there's no Company or Diverſion. 


.* Dis true, Ladies, reply'd the Sco?, this Place is very 


melancholy in Winter; but *tis more ſo to live in Pain 
any where. The Care of my Health, Study, Read- 


Ing, and ſome little Exerciſes, fil'd up my Time. 1 


go to the Capuchins when ] pleaſe, and they return the 
Viſit; and I have now and then found among them 
Men of Merit, whoſe Converſation has agreeably di- 
verted me. Excluſive of that, I agree, that this Place 
is ſcarce habitable but in the Belle Seaſon. 


And ſo, Ladies, fays the Abbeſs, you are amaz'd 


that this Gentleman has been able to ſtay here four 


Years, with Liberty to go backwards and forwards, 


to drink, eat, ſleep, and talk when he pleas'd : This 
ſeems wonderful to you. What would you ſay of thoſe 
Thouſands of Girls and Women ſhut up in Convents 


no better ſituated than Spa, where they are eternally 


confin'd and curb'd, and often ſick; and which is 
worſe, condemn'd to Silence, and never to go out? [I 
would ſay, Madam, anſwer'd my Lady, that ſince they 
have choſen that Situation, to be ſure they have a Reliſh 
of that Kind of Life. Ah ! Madam, reply'd the Ab- 
beſs, how few retain that Gout ! She accompany'd 
theſe Words with a Sigh, which made us fancy that 
herſelf was one of that Number; tho' the Sequel pro- 
ved the contrary. But our Servants calling us to Sup- 


per, we had no Time to beg an Explanation of that 


Sigh. 
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T was forced to retire very early to write ſome Let- 
ters, and indeed I had no Inclination to diſtinguiſh 
myſelf in Mr Lake's Holiday. I went to Bed very 
late, and when I went to the Poubon next Day, our 
Company was all gone. However, I mounted, and 
arriv'd at Geronſtere half an Hour after my Lady. She 
rally'd me a good deal on my Lazineſs, and oblig'd 
me to drink immediately as many Glaſſes as ſhe had 
drank. A Phyſician from about Liege, who was acci- 
dentally there, advis'd me however to proceed leizure- 
ly, for the ſame Reaſons the Abbeſs had given us, and 
which he explain'd very clearly. As he ſeem'd to us 


very expert in the Practice of theſe Waters, and entirely 


in Mr Crouet's Syſtem, we begg'd him to inſtruct us 
in the Regimen to be obſerved. He did it very polite- 
ly, and gave us ſome very prudent Rules, the Commu- 
nication of which may be ſerviceable to the Reader. 


I have obſerv'd, ſays he, that tis beſt before Drink- 
ing, to walk a Quarter of an Hour, without Fatigue, 


to prepare the Body by that light Exerciſe for the Eva- 


cuation of the Waters. 


You muſt begin by a Glaſs of about ten Ounces, and 
take after it a Pinch of Anis, Fennel, or Caraway Seeds, 
or ſome preſerv'd Orange Peel, or Indian Gingerbread, 
to correct the Crudity of the Water. You muſt drink 
your Quantity in about an Hour and an half, walkiog 
a little after every Glaſs, and taking Anis, &c. as 
above. You muſt continue walking after your Doſe, 
but carefully avoid Sweating, 
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The Quantity is not uniform, and it is perfect Mur- 
der to aſſign every Drinker the ſame Doſe, which 
ought to be prudently regulated according to the 
Strength of the Stomach. A ſmaller Quantity ſhould 
at ficſt be us'd, and then increas'd, according to its 
Effects, to the Quantity preſcrib'd. And 'tis equally 
diſcreet to quit them gradually, The common Doſe is 
ſixteen Glaſſes, that is, two Bottles; but as that is too 
much for ſome Conſtitutions, and as ſome can bear 


three or four Bottles, the Doſe ought to be adapted to 
the Complexion, 


Neither can the Duration of this Regimen be aſcer- 
tain'd. Three Weeks are ſufficient in common Di- 
ſtempers. But in chronical and inveterate Diſeaſes, as 


the Gravel, the Vapours, or the Scurvy, a much long- 
er Continuance is requiſite, 


But pray, Sir, ſays my Lady, tell me, muſt they 
who drink by way of Pleaſure or Prevention, confine 
themſelves to the Diet preſcrib'd thoſe who drink for 
Health? Yes, Madam, ſays the Doctor; and the 
ſureſt Method is not to eat till the Waters have paſs'd. 
The propereſt Meats are Beef, Mutton, and Roaſt Fowl. 
Veal is leſs ſuitable. Abſtinence from Spice and high 
Sauces, and Moderation in wild Fowl are requiſite. 
Among Fiſhes, Trout, Pike, Pearch and Crawfiſh, 
are leaſt injurious to the Drinkers. A Soop well ſtew'd, 
makes a very wholeſome Dinner ; but a very little is 
ſufficient for Supper; a few Biſkets or preſerv'd Fruits 
are proper : But take Care of Milk, Sallads, and raw 

| e Fruits 
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Fruits — and be moderate in Pulſe: Malt Liquor is: 
bad. The Wines of the Rhine and M»/e/le are the 


1 wholſomeſt, becauſe they facilitate the Paſſage of the 
E Waters. This, Madam, is the Regimen, in my Opi- 
: | nion, to be obſerv'd as neceſſary to cure all Fears, and 
2 all Self. Reproach in the Uſe of the Waters. Experi- 
od ence has diſcover'd the ill Conſequences of uſing all 
- Victuals indifferently, wherefore thoſe which I have 
* che Honour to recommend to you, are almoſt the con- 
; ſtant Diet of all the Tables at Spa; Tho' it is the 
to - . | , „ 
Pruit Seaſon, yet to avoid the Temptation of it, you 
rarely ſee it. Whoever ventures particularly on 
. | Peaches, or Cherries, ſeldom eſcapes the Puniſhment 
Di- of ſome Cholick. Oh ! Sir, ſays we, you are too ri- 
as || gid: And does this Severity extend to all the Waters? 
g- Yes, Ladies, ſays the Doctor, and the Choice of your 
Fountain is not ſo indifferent a Matter as is thought: 
| Very ill Conſequences may happen from the Uſe of 
hey one in Lieu of another. For Example, Geronſtere, ſo 
ifige efficacious in curing Barrenneſs in one Sex, and Want 
« for of Ability in the other, is extreamly detrimental to 
| the L thoſe who are ſubjct to the Gravel, to Heat of 
is'd. Urine, or the Hemorrhoides. As 'tis a ſovereign Re- 
owl. [| medy for Female Diſtempers in young Women, ſo 'is- 
high certain Death to Women forward with Child. "Tis: 
ulite. very dangerous too, to People ſubject to violent Va- 
whih, pours, Vertigo's, and other Diſtempers of the Brain. 
ew'd, It frequently throws them into a frightful Condition, 
tle 1s ſo that they are forced to have immediate Recourſe to- 
Fruits Bathing and Bleeding. Every Body knows what hap- 
I raw pen'd two Years ago to the young Lord Deu, ſent 
Fruits 
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hither for Cure of the Vapours, which he was ſubject 
to periodically. They ſent him unadviſedly to Geron- 
flere : He had not taken the Waters eight Days, before 
he fell into a real Phrenſy. They were forced to con- 


fine him, to bleed him in the Foot, and to weaken 
bim by all imaginable Ways. Nobody durſt approach 


him: Only Dr Coguelet, Phyſician here, knew how to 


retain an Authority over him, ſufficient to his Cure, 
which he gloriouſly atchiev'd, by a Courſe of Poubon. 
He left Spa perfetly compos'd, and has continued fo 
ever ſince. In-ſhort, Ladies, of all our Springs, this 
demands the greateſt Caution; becauſe its Effects are 
molt violent, as being impregnated with a very vola- 
tile and ſpirituous Sulphur, as is perceivable by the 
Taſte. But in Return, where 'tis well apply'd, it is 
wonderfully effectual; and a Bottle of this Water, 


drunk at the Fountain, is truly a Phyſical Potion, com- 


pos'd of the Eſſence of ſeveral Minerals, ſo nicely 
blended, that Nature has ſhewn herſelf infinitely ſupe- 
rior to Art. 


But, Sir, ſays the Ducheſs, did this Spring really 
loſe its Virtues at the Earthquake? Yes, Madam, ſays 
the Doctor, and all the World agrees, that the Sulphur 
was more-apparent both in Taſte and Smell before than 
it has been ſince. This Water ſcarce recoils upon the 
Stomach now, whereas then it occaſion'd frequent Vo- 
mitings. But as this Accident has ſtripp'd it of its 
groſſer Sulphur, the volatile and more ſpiritualiz'd is 
leſt: So that whatever our Liege Phyſicians may ſay, 
in their pablick Certificates, it cannot be tranſporied : 


The 
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The leaſt Heat, a Storm, or a Clap of Thunder, raiſe 


it to ſuch a Ferment, that half the Bottles would burſt 
on the Road, and the other Half eſcape only becauſe 
they are ill cork'd. For my Part, I never preſcribe 
the Geronſtere Waters but on the Spot. 


Mr Lake, who had all his Sa by Heart, ask'd the 
Doctor what that Hollow was, about forty Yards off, 
and call'd the Old Geronflere. There, ſays he, was 
formerly a Fountain very much in Vogue. As it had 
the ſame Qualities with this, probably they ſprung 
from the ſame Source. It is even likely, that as it 
was the moſt ancient, it enjoy'd, a long Time, the 


Rights of Seniority. It often happen'd, this Fountain 


was too penurious to ſatisfy the great Number of its 
Votaries, ſo they reſolv'd to enlarge its Baſon, and in 
cutting it, they ſhook the Rock, underneath which 
it has found a Paſlage, and never more viſited its 
Reſervoir. The Marqueſs defired the Ladies to go 
and look at it. Mr Lake led the Way, and we 
ſill ſaw the Remains of the Niche, and the Wall 
which encompaſs'd it ; but the Baſon had nothing 


in it but a little Water, which was red, muddy, and 


of no Uſe. Poor Fountain, ſays the Abbeſs ! She fell 
a Sacrifice to to her younger Siſter ! I did not think of 
finding here ſo lively an Emblem of my own Caſe — 


The Ducheſs was going to beg an Explication of this 


Riddle, but ſome Tears which ſhe dropp'd ſuſpended 
our Curioſity. Beſides Mr Lale, full of his intended 
Farce, preſs'd the Company to return, The Doctor 
had our Thanks for his Civility, and back we went to 
Spa. | | | 

At 
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At Dinner: time the Count, by the Iialian's Advice, 
ſent his Servant round the Town to rendezyous all the 
Drinkers at Three o'Clock at the Poxhon Fountain, 
where he deſign'd them a Feaſt. This News ſoon ran 
from Houſe to Houſe, and- through every Corner of 
Spa. Every Body came, impatient to ſee how he 
would extricate himſelf out of this new Folly ; for 
ſuch every one ſuppos'd it: And his Impertinences 
had ſo much diſtinguiſh'd him, that ſomething ridicu- 
lous was always expected from him. The Hunting- 
Horns placed in a neighbouring Houſe proclaimed the 
Feſtival. The Hall of Poubon was fill'd with Inftru- 
ments, which made a very barbarous Concert, but a- 
greeable too. This obſtreperous Muſick made every 
Body gay, and confirm'd their former Inclination to 
give the Count a Title ſo conformable to his Folly, and 

which no Body would conteſt with him. Beſide the 
Muſick, there was in the Hall a Table loaded with 
Sweetmeats, Biſkets, Fruit and Paſtry for the Ladies, 
with Wine and other Liquors for the Men. The 
Fountain made Holiday too; and was dreſs'd up with 
Foliage and Garlands; and the ſtupid Count had laid 
out a Couple of Guineas in a Coronet of artificial La- 


ian Flowers. To make the Scene ſtill more comical, 


the Ialian had, unknown to him, dreſs'd up a lively 
Boy in the very Model of the Count. He had imitated 
the Count's Extention of his Skirts with Whalebone— 
but abundantly more than was uſual. He had put 
Paſteboard under his Shirt-Sleeves, in order to diſtend 
them too, for the Count lov'd his Shirt-Sleeves ſhould 
pu 
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puff out like a Pair of Trunk Hoſe. The Boy had a 
Ribband at his Neck the Colour of his Cloaths. To i- 
mitate the Count's Red and White he had daub'd his 
Cheeks with Juice of Blackberries ; and to copy the 
Original with Exactneſs, had ſtuck on a Matter of thir- 
ty Patches. In ſhort, he aped the Count's Air fo per- 
fectly, that he could not be miſtaken. The Boy thus e- 
quipp'd, was to perform the Office of Herald at Arms 
in this Ceremony, and to walk before his Majeſty. 


When he appear'd we =" have burſt if we had not 
laugh'd. 


However this Apparatus, which pleas'd me in Ima- 
gination, now renew'd my Compaſſion, I felt a Re- 
turn of my Repugnance to a Sport which muſt eternally 


þ fix this young Fellow a Fool, and would not have pro- | 
| moted it on any Account. I thought myſelf obliged to | 
: repeat my Endeavours againſt it. I ſpoke of it to the | 
n Marqueſs, and found his Sentiments the ſame, which 
N we communicated to the Abbeſs, who join'd with us. | 
le She apply'd to the Ducheſs, who own'd us in the Right, 
h and confeſs'd that this Farce might be changed into a | 
id Tragedy, ſhould the Sot open his Eyes and diſcern the 


Inſult. We ſtepp'd aſide to win my Lady, who felt 
ſome Pain in giving up ſo ſoon a Comedy ſo much to 
her Taſte. But as her Gaiety never exceeded her 
Goodneſs, ſhe at laſt conſented to ſtop there, and un- 
dertook to make Mr Lake hear Reaſon. She beckon - 

ed him that Moment, and employ'd all her Rhetorick 
to diſſuade him; and we ſeconded her; for an Eng- 
l;/hman does not ſo eaſily quit a Delight in View. 


Ho We. 
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However, partly through Reaſon, and partly through 
Complaiſance, at laſt he yielded—the Lalian gave up 
at once. But the Difficulty was to get it out of his 
Head who was moſt concern'd in it. No Body was 


willing to hold up the Mirrour ; none but a Lady could 


do it with Decency, and my Lady undertook that too. 
In the Height of this Conſultation, the Fop, impatient 
for his Crown, appear'd in the Street more exact than 
ever. He had ſpared neither Paint nor Patches, nor 
Curls; his Men, bedeck'd as much as himſelf, follow'd 
him gravely, and the ſtrange Herald at Arms march'd 
before imitating his Air and Gate. This ridiculous 
Parade occaſioned an univerſal Laugh ; and all our Hu- 
manity could not exempt us. The Count piercing 
through the Crowd, came directly toward the Ducheſs 
to receive the Crown from her Hands : But that Lady 
drawing him aſide, ſaid to him with her cool Air, Up- 
on my Word, Sir, you muſt be very blind not to ſee 
that you are laugh'd at. Me, Madam, ſays he? Yes, 
vou Sir, and your ridiculous Airs, ſays my Lady, and 
all we did yeſterday with theſe Gentlemen, was in or- 


der to your Cure. Your Extravagance deſerves that 


we ſhould leave you here the Laughing-ſtock of the 
Company. What have I done then, Madam, ſays he ? 
What! reply'd ſhe, Are not you aſhamed at your Age 
to patch and paint, and flutter about in a Manner very 


unbecoming a married Man, or indeed any Man at | 


all. Patches and Paint! Fy Sir, A Man guilty of 
them ! and guilty to a greater Exceſs than a Coquette! 
Your Vanity blinds you, and you don't perceive that 
your Feaſts and your Balls make you ridiculous. For 


the German Spa. 207 
my Part, I come to them as to a Farce. You had bet- 
ter manage your Affairs, and live within your own 
Sphere. It's fit indeed you ſhould place yourſelf upon 
a Level with Ducheſſes. Know that every Body de- 
ſpiſes you, and I doubt whether you'll be receiv'd any 
more. This is my laſt Advice ; profit by the Counſel 
which my Compaſſion gives you; and if you doubt 
your being ridiculous, ſee yourſelf in that Boy equip'd 
in Imitation of you. The poor Count was going to 
plead his Quality Hold there, ſays the Du- 


cheſs, tis no Secret who you are, nor that your Count- 


ſhip exiſts in your Brain. Any Body but myſelf would 
have uſed you as you deſerv'd, for your Impudence in 
claiming Kindred with me, and your inſolent Treat- 
ment of the Abbeſs Yeſterday. There, take your 
Crown, and my Advice with it. Quit this Folly ; and 
if you are wiſe, on any Pretence change the Scene, 
and give a Ball to the Ladies. 


Struck dumb with this pathetick Harrangue, the 
Count could frame no Anſwer : But Mr Lake obſerv- 
ing Affliction in his Face, made him a Sign to go into 
the Hall, He was beginning a whole Volume, bat Mr 
Lake not liſtning to his Complaints, made a Servant 
proclaim, that if the Ladies would po into the Mea- 
dow, the Count would order the Muſick thither. They 


| ballanced it ſome Time; but the Majority of the La- 
dies followed the Ducheſs ; the reſt ſtaid to enjoy the 


Collation. However the Muſick drew every Body to 


the Meadow. There they ſung and danced upon the 


Graſs, and this rural Ball gave univerſal Pleaſure, be- 
: cauſe 
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cauſe every one danced his own Way and with his 
own Acquaintance. 


Thus finiſh'd the Comedy which had proceeded fur- 
ther had Mr Lale's Plan and the general Vote been 
follow'd. The Laughers were very ſorry 'twas in- 
terrupted; for according to former Practice at Spa, 
there are Abundance more Ceremonies, The King 
ſits in a Throne of Foliage near the Poubon, with his Of. 
ficers in Waiting; all the Bobelins lay their Hand up. 
on the Fountain and ſwear an Obſervance of all the 
Statutes of their Order. Some printed .Copies of theſe 
comical Regulations are even ſtill extant at Salpeteur's 
Tradition informs us that the King muſt be carried 
round the Town in Pomp, attended by Muſick and the 
Bobelins. The ſame Ceremony is to be repeated at e- 

very Fountain, where no Body muſt drink before him 
if he is preſent ; and this Farce generally concludes with 
a Ball at the King's Expence. To be ſure no Body 
could be fitter for the Purpoſe than our Fop : Howe- 
ver, People of good Senſe approv'd the Mercy we 
ſhew'd him, and I was heartily glad to have contri- 
buted to it. I don't know how the Correction affected 
his Head, becauſe he went off the next Day, after ha- 
ving paid dear enough for his Follies. Happy if it 
has procur'd his Amendment; but happier are they 
| who learn at his Expence, to keep within the Bounds 
of Nature ard their Condition. Tho' the World is 
falſe, Reality is always preferr'd to borrow'd Airs, 
Which are certainly derided ſooner or later. And it's 
always obſerved that Deriſion always follows Affec- 
tation, 
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tation, and Contempt and Miry are the Reſult of 
Land nf aut 1 


It was almoſt Eight 4155 we quitted the Meadows 


r- to go to Supper. The Ducheſs, the Abbeſs, and my 


nl Lady went home, and appointed to meet us next Day 
N- at Geronſtere. We did not fail, for indeed the moſt a- 
a, greeable Hours are generally ſpent at the Fountains. 
8 We drank ſome Glaſſes and went to wall as uſual. 
f. However, as the Wind was pretty high, we went into 
p- the Hall, where we ſaw ſeveral applying warm Linen 
he tg their Stomachs; and our Phyſician told us that this 
fo PraQtice was yery beneficial to the Bowels in preſerving 
. them from the ſevere Cold of thoſe Waters, which 
20 without that Precaution might eaſily give the Cholick: 
he And he told us, that for this Reaſon, ſome People are 
15 forced to take them in Bed. Our Converſation inſen- 


4 ſibly ran into the Learned and Medicinal: And as the 
ich Taſte of thoſe we frequent, eſpecially when they have 
Wit and Politeneſs, generally inſinuates itſelf into us; 


dy | 
2 ve took Advantage of the Phyſician's communicative 
wi Temper, to ſearch into the Nature and Effects of mine- 


bf. ral Waters. The Ducheſs aſk d him if the Fountains 
of Geronfterg and Sauveniere really foretold Rain ſome 
Days before, as the Attendants at the Fountain pre- 
tend. For my Part, ſays ſhe, I look upon theſe Pre- 
ditions as idle Jokes. Pardon me, Madam, ſays the 
| Phyſician, this Phenomenon is not only true, but eaſily 
| underſtood from a little Attention on the Manner how 


that the firſt Conſtituent of Rain is thoſe Vapours 
which the Sun N into the middle Region of the 
Air, 
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Rain is form'd. Theſe Ladies, ſays he, muſt know 
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Air, where they form Clouds, and ſoon after thoſe 
Clouds are diſſolved by the Sun's Rays, and ſo they 
drop in Rain. Theſe Vapours are always infinitely 
more abundant near mineral Springs than in other 
Places, becauſe mineral Waters being extreamly Spiri- 
tuous, are more ſubject to Rarefaction; and as Expe- 
rience teaches us that the Spa Waters are greatly lighter 
than fair Water, their Particles are more eaſily ſeparat- 
| ed, and rais'd to thoſe Clouds which the Sun draws up. 
Hence it comes, that when the Vapours are exhal'd co- 
piouſly from the Earth, the mineral Waters contribute 
largely to the next Rain. But as there can be no Va- 
cuum in Nature, when the Water has loſt thoſe ſpiritu- 
ous Particles, a ſubtle Air takes their Place, and this 
Air being compreſs'd, produces that Hiſſing from which 
the Bottle-Fillers foreſee Rain three or four Days be- 
fore it happens: And as this Hiſſing is more diſcern- 
able in Proportion to the Vapours exhal'd, it's a natu- 
ral Barometer to the People of Spa. The Silence of 
theſe Fountains is a certain Prognoſtick of the Conti- 


nuance of fair Weather; and the Fountaineers confi- 


dently foretell Rain when the Fountain ſings. Long 
Experience founded upon continual Obſervation, has 
made the Effect familiar to them, tho' they don't know 
the Cauſe, Yet nothing is more natural, for when the 
Sun has rais'd more Vapours than ordinary, 'tis eaſy 
to conclude that they will ſoon be reſolv'd into Rain, 
unleſs ſome violent Wind diſperſes the Clouds. And 


this is the whole Amount of the Knowledge of theſe 


Women, and very ſeldom they are miſtaken. 


While the Doctor was explaining to us this curious 
Phenome- 
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Phenomenon, ſome Body told Mr Lake that his Man 
was in Search of him among the Drinkers. He left 
the Hall and met his Man in the Piazza; and the Ser- 
vant gave him a pretty large Packet which ſome that 
came from Aiæ la Chapelle that Night before had un- 


dertook to bring him. He open'd the Packet and be- 


gan to read near the Pillars of the Piazza. My Lady, 
obſerving that Mr Lake laugh'd as he read, gave us a 
Defire of ſharing this diverting News; and we went 
to him, It is not juſt, ſays my Lady, that you ſhould 
laugh by yourſelf : You muſt communicate, at leaſt tell 
us what it's about. No, no, ſays Mr Lake, go talk 


Natural Philoſophy with the Doctor: There's too 


much Levity in my Letter to entertain your Gravities, 
Thus they trifled on both Sides, till the Ducheſs made 
an Aſſault, and prevail'd with Mr Lale to promiſe a 
Communication of his Letter. He wiſh'd no more, 
and all his little Refuſals were deſign'd only to whet 
the Curioſity of the Ladies. It would be unjuſt, Ladies, 
ſays he, to conceal from you a Letter written by a very 
merry Man; purely for a Lady's Sake. This Letter 
is from Sir Fobn H—— whom I ſaw at 4ix before I 
came hither, The poor Knight is left there an Inva- 
lid between 'the two Seaſons ; and having no Company 
diverts himſelf with Writing to ſatisfy the Curiofity 
of one of our London Ladies. He tells me that he had 
frequent Occaſion of mentioning the Capuchins of Aix, 


| in his Letters to my Lady B-— (you know her per- 


haps) and as ſhe has never been out of London, ſhe 
could not believe that the World can furniſh a Society 
of Men like thoſe Monks. She ſeriouſly defired him 
to tell her what by _ to think of it: He ſent her 

- ſeveral 
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ſeveral Prints of theſe Capuchins; but the Oddity of 
their Dreſs made her relapſe into her Diſbelief of the 
Exiſtence of ſuch a Society. She has aſk'd her Corre- 
ſpondent Sir John a thouſand Queſtions about their Ha- 
bit and Behaviour. The Gentleman, who knew the 
Caprchins at Aix as we do theſe at Spa, only by walk- 
ing in their Garden which is publick too, has prevail'd 
on a Cordelier Monk to give him ſome ſecret Memoirs 
concerning thoſe good Fathers, and he has made a very 
comical Letter of them. *Tis extraordinary that theſe 
Cordeliers, tho* the Progeny of the ſame Parent 
(good St Francis) have an invincible Antipathy to the 
Capuchins. My Friend has conſulted every Soul he 
met with that diſlik'd the Monks, and has compil'd 
the moſt pleaſant Account I ever ſaw. He has ſent it 
me open to divert me, and in Caſe I find it diverting, 
has deſir'd me to ſend it in my Packet to London. Your 
Judgment will help me, and ſince we ſee Capuchins e- 
very Day, *cis fit we ſhould know them. To be ſure, 
ſays my Lady; for the firit Queſtion at London will be, 
Whether we knew the Capuchins at Spa. Yes, but 
What I fear, added Mr Lake, is that the Railery may 
difpleaſe Madam the Abbeſs. Not at all, reply'd the 
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Abbeſs ; I ſhall be the firſt to laugh, if the Ridicole | 


does not extend to Irreligion. But in my Opinion, ſays 
ſhe we had better ſtep aſide upon the Terraſs for fear 
of being overheard; for it is not right to treat with 
publick Derifion theſe good Fathers who govern here. 
We mounted the Terraſs, and Mr Late in the Midſt of 


us read the Letter. It pleas'd ſo well that I begged a 


Copy of it, which was Word ſor Word as ſollows. 


Voor 
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© Your Incredulity, Madam, is ſtrange, and your 
Queſtions intricate. I was in hopes pf curing the one, 


and of preventing the other by thoſe. Prints which na- 
f turally repreſent the good Capuchin Fathers. Vou 


. find them ſo ridiculous that you fancy them fictitibus, 
] and invented purely to amuſe. you ; and you charge 
s gme to give you a full Account of their Origin, their 
y Garb and Manners. I have wanted Time for Infor- 
e mation; for of all the Monks here, I have the leaſt 
it Acquaintance with the Capuchins But ſince you are 
* inexorable, Madam, and will be obey'd, I have us'd 
1e all imaginable Application , and, thanks to the Anec- 
d It dotes of a fat Cordelier, I believe myſelf able to clear 
it up your Doubts. My Advices are. the more curious 
g. too, as being deriv'd from the Cordehers — a Branch 
ur of the ſame Family with the Capuchins : - However, I 
e- won't abſolutely warrant their Truth, becauſe theſe two 


re, Sorts of Monks, though Brothers, hate each other 
be, [& bitterly. Tis pleaſant enough to hear them laſh one 
but another; and 1 confeſs, that tho? I grew tir'd of the 
nay very Name of Monk, my Cordelier often diverted me 
2 with ridiculous Deſcriptions of his Brethren the Capy- 
chins. ., As this Monk and I bathe together, I ſee him 
every Day, and by Virtue of ſame Bottles of Wine I 
have drawn from him this long Epiſtle. The Detail 
will convince you of my Patience, in procuring Infor- 
mations in Points ſo little within the Cognizance of an 


Engliſb Gentleman. But what won't Beauty perſuade 
us to? | 


© However 
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However I don't promife you an exact Definition 
of a Capuchin. This odd Being is modified fo many 
Ways, and every Way fo ſingular, that all that's ridi- 
culous in all the other Monks ſeems to center here, 
And the beſt Deſcription I can give of it is this. The 
Capuchia, Madam, is an Animal almoſt in Human 
Shape, and of the uſual Height of Men. Tis a beard- 
ed, ſtinking, hunger-ſtarv'd, haughty Animal, with a 
Girdle round him, and bare-foot. Theſe Character- 
iſticks, which you may depend upon, equally deſcribe 
his Heart, his Body, and his Soul. And yet this Pic- 
ture, Madam, will revive your Incredulity, and bring 
to your Imagination a Monſter in Nature and Religi- 
on, and entirely chimerical. Call it what you will, 
tis a real Being; and tis only in Proteſtant States that 
its Exiſtence is diſputed ; becauſe the firſt Capuchir 
that diſcover'd himſelf there, had neither the Appear- 
ance nor the Temper of one. There is even ſome Like. 
lihood that he afterwards aſſum'd that Habit and Be. 
haviour for the Advancement of the Chriſtian Refor- | 
mation (which he had at Heart) and to enforce his] 
Preaching by this Groteſque Garb, which is the very] 
beſt Protection in the Roman Church. Born within 
that Pale, in the very Boſom of 7aly, and educated 
in the Order of good St Francis, in vain he preach'd i 
with Seriouſneſs and Eloquence againſt Vice, ſo that 
diſpairing of Succeſs, he reſolv'd, before he quitted 
his Church, to introduce one more Folly there, by in- 
ſtituting the Capuchin Order, of which he was the Au- 
thor and firſt Principal. This bearded Monarch, form'd 
. Lays 
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Laws for his new Subjects, regulated their Diet, pre- 
ſcrib'd the Form of their Buildings, the Extent of 
their Apartment, the Bigneſs of their Windows, the 
Cut of their Cloaths, their Gate, their Idioms, and 
even their Tone of Voice. He aſſign'd them larger 
de | Revenues, ſince he made all Mankind Tributary to 
\n them. According to the Plan of Romulus, he invited 
d. the Refuſe of the neighbouring Nations: Undone Cap- 
a tains, caſhier'd Officers, younger Brothers, Lacqueys 
-r- out of Place, diſcontented Monks, Enthuſiaſts, Vaga- | 
be ! bonds and lazy People, all were welcome. Three Qua- || 
ic- ¶ lifications only were requiſite, a good Stomach, ſtrong If 

| 

| 


ng Legs and broad Shoulders. The laſt could leaſt of all 
gi - be diſpens'd with: Becauſe Nature has fitted the Shoul- \ i 
ill, der for the Holy Wallet, which contains the Archives fl 
hat of the Monarchy, and their Rights over States and pri- | 
hin vate Houſes. The fundamental Maxim of his Govern- 
ear- ment, is a Renunciation of every Thing, even of a Pro- 
ke- priety in common Neceſſaries. t his Subjects found 
Be. a Compenſation for the Severity of this Law, in a Li- | 
-for- cenſe to beg with Impunity — and they excrciſe this [ 
> his their Privilege with Rigour : As you may be further 
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very inform'd from all your Friends that have been at Spa, = 
thin at Forges, or at Aix la Chafpelle, or at any Roman Ca- = 
rated tholick Place of any Concourſe. The Succeſs of this | 
ch'4 I new Eſtabliſhment, juſtify'd the Policy of the Legiſla- 
that : His Colony encreas'd, and ſpread itſelf imme- 


litted 
4 in · 


Au- 


| > The Court of Rome diſcern'd the Apoſtolick 
Spirit in them; and indeed, I believe, the Capuchins 
have as much of it, as the Cardinals and the Roman 


2rm'd BY Prelates. Every Body admir'd them, and poſſibly, 
Laws | none | 
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none but the Barbers diſapproy'd the Inſtitution 3 but 


in Spight of their Oppoſition, the Bearded Race multi- 


ply'd upon the Face of the Earth; ſo that at preſent, 


there are more than a hundred thouſand in the World; 


and a Capuchin of Aix, aſſur'd me, that there are above 
twenty five thouſand of them now in France. 


© *Tis not then, Madam, as you ſuſpect, a Chimera, 
which J entertain you with; 'tis a real Monſter in Po- 
licy and Religion.” | 


© Bernardine Ochin, or Olin, their Inſtitutor, frigh. 
ten'd at his own Production, ſoon abandon'd it, and 
flew for Refuge into the Proteſtant Countries, where he 
might ſafely contemplate the Progreſs of his monſtrous 
Offspring. The Retreat of their Patriarch, brought 
them to the Brink of Ruin; but at Length they found 
aſſur'd Protection at the Court of Rome, devoting 
themſelves for ever to the Pope's Service, in Quality of 
Footmen, Spies and Meſſengers to the Jeſuits. Ochin 
had the Conſolation of ſeeing in Tranquility, the Suc- 
ceſs of his Project. Rome, in adopting theſe new 
Monks, gave new Advantages to her Adverſaries. Di- 
viſions, Religious Wars, Leagues, Cabals were renew'd, 
and Eccleſiaſtical Cenſure, that terrible Scourge, flou- 
riſh'd under the Zeal of theſe new Frocards. Indul- 
gences to all Eternity, and longer, grew numberlels. 
In ſhort, Madam, there was no Stratagem of War or 
Love, where a Capuchin was not either a Mars ora 


Mercury; Witneſs Father Ange de Joyeuſe, ſo ſamou 


in the League of France; and Father Fo/eph, ſo re 
: nown's 
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nown'd for his Relation to Cardinal Richelieu, and his 
dear Niece, Their Power ſo enlarg'd itſelf, that by 
the Help of the ſacred Budget, and the Cord of St 
Francis, they have ſubjected Monarchs, Princes, Popes, 


Biſhops, Cardinals, Men, Women, and eſpecially Girls. 


However, theſe unnatural Children deny'd their Father 
Bernardine, This turn'd his Head with Grief, and 
whether it be, that the beſt of Monks makes an uncer- 


tain Proteſtant, or that he retain'd the ſame Spirit, 


tho' not the Frock, he ſaw himſelf abandon'd, as he 
ought to be, by all that knew his Irreſolution ; and 
beſide, the Regret of having ſpirited up tn Order at 
the publick Charge, he felt the Shame of a double A- 
poſtacy. Thus, Madam, their Exiſtence is juſtified, 
their Genealogy 1s prov'd ; now let us ſee their Habit. 


The Cow], the Cloak, the Robe, the Cord and San- 
dals, compoſe the Capuchin's Habit. The Cowl is un- 
doubtedly of vaſt Conſequence, fince the Name of it 
gives Name to the Order. It is certainly deſign'd, 
that the Particularities of their Dreſs, while they flrike 
the Eye, ſhou'd expoſe the Character of theſe Hetero- 
clite Men, whom we Proteſtants look upon as Spiritual 
Comedians. But, Madam, that J may give you a 
more perfect Idea of this extravagant Gab, give me 
Leave to lead you to the Toilet of one of the Fathers. 
Suppoſe him in his Robe only, for without that, a Ca- 
puchin wou'd be a Spectacle hardly modeſt enough for 


your Ladyſhip's Eyes, For Reaſons beſt known to 


themſelves, theſe good Fathers wear neither Shirt nor 
Breeches. In this Point they certainly are not faithful 
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Diſciples of the Seraphick Francis, whoſe Breeches are 


immortaliz'd in the Hiſtory of his Life. This greaſy 


Article is read in the Roman Church, on St Francis's 


Day, to the great Edification of the Hearers. I read it 
myſelf in the Breviary of the Capuchins, one Day when 
J was in their Church. It is there obſerv'd, that St 
Francis, after the marvellous Impreſſion of the Stigma's, 
often ſuffer'd for Chriſt, by Sympathy, ſuch quick 
Pain, that the Blood flow'd from his Wounds, and 
that it flow'd in ſuch Abundance, from the Wound in 
his Side, that his Breeches were ſoak'd through with 
his Blood. This Madam, is the Latin Legend, and 


the Cordelier 1 mention'd before, on this Paſſage, 
founds an Accuſation againſt the Capuchins, of having 


alter'd their Founder's Dreſs. But to return to their 
Robe; *tis a Kind of Tunick of coarſe Stuff, which 
goes next their Skin. It reaches down to their Ancles, 
and is every where cloſe, except at the Stomach, for 
the Conveniency of putting in a Hand, and uſing an 
Exerciſe, known only to the moſt filthy Beggars. The 
Robe has round Slieves, large enough to ſhew the 
Whiteneſs of the Arm. In ſhort, the Robe is crown'd 
with the Cowl, a Kind of Dragoon's Cap about an Ell 


long, and in diverſe Shapes according to the Wearer's 


Fancy. Theſe Reverends, uſually wear it in the Shape 
of a Sugar Loaf, when they are in Meditation, or in 
their Afternoon's Nap ; otherwiſe it commonly hangs 
down upon their Back like a Jelly-Bag. But your Ca- 
puchin Fops give it a pretty Air, by a Piece of Lead 
fix'd at the Point, which helps it to a very jantee 
Swing. This Robe is ty'd round with a large white 
Cord well twiſted, and with Knots rang'd at proper 


— Diſtances, 
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Diſtances, and the Ends dangling down to their Feet : 


At this Cord hangs a huge wooden Roſary, with 
Death's Heads, Croſſes, Medals, and other Rarities, 


as proper to inſpire Devotion, as their Cord is to ex- 


preſs Repentance. Over the Robe is the Cloak, which 


is ty'd under the Chin, with a little Claſp of Box or 


Ivory ingenioufly cary'd. This Cloak, which reaches 


only to the Knees, is open before, and is worn only in 


Journies and Viſits of Ceremony. Their Stockings are 


of the ſame Stuff with their Shirts, that is to ſay, they 


go bare-legg'd, and have only thick leathern Sandals 
ty'd to the Bottoms of their Feet, with Thongs a- 


croſs. Their Heads are all ſhav'd, except a Circle of 


Fair like a Coronet; but their Chins are never ſhav'd, 


and the Length and Thickneſs of Beard is the Standard 
of Merit among them. The young and gallant Ones 
cut their Beards round like Armenians; but the blue 
Cords of that Order, let it fall to a Point, and affect to 
have it forked, to give themſelves a more venerable 
Air. I ſaw one here that took the Waters with us, 
who never ſpoke with Vivacity, without graſping in 
his two Hands the two Diviſions of his Beard. That 
ridiculous Action diverted me prodigiouſly : But what 


delighted me moſt, was, to ſee Monks of the ſame Or- 


der deriding one another. For the Family of good St 
Francis, is {lipt into ſeveral Branches, which have each 
their ſeparate Follies, and thus they are diſtinguiſh'd : 


Beard and Patch-Capuchins. | 
Beard without Patch Penitents or Picpuſſes. 
Patch without Beard Recollets. 
either Beard nor Patch Cordeliers. | 
1» * 2 Now 
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© Now, Madam, you are very knowing already, and 
T aſſure you much more ſo, than I was ſome Days 


» 


ago. 


J am no enter'd into the Capuchin Garb, and per- 
ſwade myſelf, that you'll be ſurpriz'd, to find under 
this Air of ſtrain'd Simplicity, more Tricks and Sub- 
terſuge, than under the ancient Vardingale. I begin 
by the Stuff they wear, which is a Kind of Serge, 
thicker than the thickeſt Buff; of a Ruſſet Colour ; im- 
penetrable by the Sun Beams, or the Rain; yet ſoft 
enough to imbibe the Sweat of the Capuchin, and re- 
tain it ſeveral Vears. The Cloak and the Cowl are of 
the ſame Stuff, and the ſame Colour. The good Fa- 
thers never have more than one Suit at once, nor make 
any Change in it, but when they quit the former Suit, 
which is always with Grief ; becauſe the Scent it has 
contracted, is ſo refreſhing, that, contrary to the Goſ- 
| pel Advice, to perfume the new Robe, they always put 
'2 Piece of the old into it. This old Shred, is, as it 

were, the Seed of that everlaſting Perfume, ſo peculiar 
to their Order. Hence the Traveller is appriz'd, at a 
Diſtance, that he is meeting a Capuchir, or that there's 
a Neſt of Capuchins within half a League. My Cor- 
delier, who let nothing eſcape him, wou'd perſwade 
me, that this Remnant was of ſurther Service. He 
told me, that every Capuchin is oblig'd to place it ſo, 
as to be an Index of his darling Vice, in order to his 
Amendment: So that he who talks or drinks too 
much, muſt put the Piece in that Part of the Cowl 
Which is next his Mouth. He that has wanton Eyes, 
puts 
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puts it on the Side of his Head, the Glutton at his 
Stomach, and ſo of the reſt : So that by a little Ex- 
perience and Attention, 'tis as eaſy to know the Crime 
as the Capuchin —— This Monk made me ſome very 
comical Obſervations on this Point, which I beg Leave 
to ſuppreſs. But Madam, you muſt take Notice, 
that theſe good Fathers muſt make Uſe of no Carriages 
in their Journies : But the Order which ſorces them to 
walk, expreſsly forbids they ſhould walk more than 
twelve Miles a Day. They carry no Money, nor mult 
touch it, nor do they ever pay a Farthing. However, 
they quarter themſelves upon the beſt Houſes in their 
Way, and nobody dares refuſe them. They have e- 
ven a Privilege of entring into Publick Houſes, to fit 
down with Strangers, to eat and drink with them, and 
then they pay their Scot with a low Bow. This Privi- 
lege is ſo well eſtabliſh'd, that they aſk a Bed without 
Ceremony of any Gentleman that reſides in the Coun- 
try, and there they ſtay as long as they pleaſe, laughing 
and talking with the Ladies, who have ſometimes fo 
depray'd a Taſte, as to like a Man in ſo odd and fo 
naſty a Habit.” 


* This Garb, fantaſtical and groteſque as it appears, 
ſeems however prudentially contriv'd. This Habit is a 
little World. *Tis at leaſt a Kind of Fortreſs and Pa- 
lace, where there are Inhabitants, Guards, Redoubts, 
Galleries, Caves, Places of Pleaſure, Proviſion, Con- 
veniency, Study and Gallantry ; in a Word, it com- 
prehends all that Mechaniſm can contrive, either ne- 

ceſſary or convenient. A Capuchin, cloath'd according 
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to Canon, may more juſtly ſay, he carries his All a- 
bout him, than the famous Bias did. Jeſting a-part, a 
Coach and Six, is not half ſo convenient upon the 
Road, as a Cabuchin's Habit. Wou'd you believe it, 
Madam, they have ſixteen ſeveral Pockets, all unſeen ; 3, 
and each Pocket has its Name. 


© 1. The firſt is call'd Ja Gallerie. Tis a large Piece 
of Stuff, ſow'd round the Inſide of the Cloak, and open 
at each End. There they put their Breviary, their little 

Prayer-Book, all their Sermons for Advent, Eaſter, and 
all the Sundays of the Year, with four Panegyricks on 
Saints —— a Blank inſtead of their N in all 
twenty two Rm, 


©2. The Rn, call'd Tapecul, is a little Bag of 
coarſe Linen, join'd to the Cloak, under the right 
Shoulder. Its Uſe is to hold a Couple of Bottles, 
which they take Care to fill at every good Houſe 
they paſs, in Order to prevent ill Accommodations. 


2, The third is ſituated under the left Shoulder; 
'tis wider at the Bottom than at the Top, and 
reaches to the Bottom of the Gallery. They call it the 
P Abime. It ſerves for the convenient Diſpoſal of large 
Prov fions, as Hams, Chines and Turkeys, for long 
Stages, where good Inns are wanting. | 


4. The fourth, which they term Ja Cuiſiniere, is a 
little Leathern-Satchel, placed under the Tapecul. 
There they put Spices, to make delicate Rogouts, in 
' thoſe Ians where they find Company to pay for them.“ 
"0 TRE 


ihe German Spa. 223 


5. The fifth, named /2 Friponne, is fix'd at the 
Edge of the Cloak, on the Inſide. Here the Biſkets 
and Sweetmeats conceal themſelves, which they mo- 
deſtly cram in, when the Table affords thoſe Delicacies 
— ſome put their Fellow-T'raveller, the Dram Bottle 
there. 


© 6, In the ſame Situation, but on the left Side, is 
faſten'd a Pocket, of the ſame Capacity, where the 
travelling Toilet is ſow'd. Here are the Barber's E. 
quipage, the little Comb, the Sciſſars, the Razor for 
the upper Lip, the Waſhball for the Legs and Arms, 
and Muſk, and other proper Perſumes, to maintain 

the good Odour of the Fraternity This Pocket is us'd 


oF by Capuchin Coxcombs, and is call'd Ia Precieuſe.* 


4 12 


7. A little higher, they carry another, call'd 2 : 
Neceſſaire; and indeed, there they put their Ilet Oiat- 
ment, a little Mercury, ſome Candle Ends, in Caſe 
of being gall'd, Pomatum, and other private Drugs, 
ſuitable to their Occaſions; 


* 8. To preſerve Balance and Symmetry, oppoſite to 
this, they carry a little Pocket, call'd /a Menagere. It 
is uſeful only in very long Journies. Tis for Bits of 
Leather, an Aw), Thread, Needles, and ſome Scraps 
of Cloth, to repair their Robe, or their Sandals. 


« 9. Toward the Bottom of the Cloak, and at the 
very End of the Gallerie, they have another Pocket, 
L 4 ; call'd 


— 


— — HSSITES 
— : . 
= — = 


— 


— — 
. 


— 


1 —— 
— $0 


224 The Amuſements of 


call'd / Armenienne, where they put Coffee, a little 


Mill, a ſmall Caniſter of Tea, Sogar, &c. to regale 
les Seeurs du Tiers Ordre. This Pocket is allowed only 
to a Father-Confeſſor. 


* 10. At t'other End of the Gallerie, there is exactly 
ſuch another Pocket, call'd Y Inaienne. Here we put 
the Pipe Caſe, the Grater, Tobacco in Roll, and 
ſome for Smoaking. This, Madam, is the Catalogue of 


the Pockets within the Cloak ; theſe which follow are 


upon the Robe itſelf.” 


* It. La Galante, is the Name of a little Pocket 
beneath the right Armpit. Becauſe of its Situation, 
tis made of Oilfkin, Here they put their Box of Spa- 
2i/p Snuff, their Nuns Billet-Doux, a Liſt of Deaths 
and Marriages of People of Quality, that they may 


converſe with ſome Appearance of faſhionable Acquain- 
tance.” 


* 12. Another little By-place in the Fold of the El- 
bow, they call Ja Proprete. There is kept the white 
Handkerchief to be diſplay'd in good Company __ 


© 13. The Turning up of the left Sleeve, naturally 
forms a thirteenth Pocket, which they call 4a Vourgeoiſt, 


where they put their Snuff Handkerchief and common 
Snuff- Box. 


* 14. The fourteenth, call'd Ja Devote, and which 
is much more convenient than the Reſt, is beneath 
| | the 
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the Stomach, and cut under the Folds of the Robe. 
Here lie the little Relicks, the Agnus Dei for the La- 
dies, Chaplets, and Holy-Beads for Servants; Names 
of Jeſus, and little perfum'd Croſſes for Country Peo- 
ple; with a little Pocket-Book, containing a Liſt of 
good Quarters on the Road, little printed Prayers, 
and the full and true Account of ſome Capuchin found 
dead in the Snow, to edify devout Souls, and warm the 
Charity of the Friends to their Order.” 


* 15. The fifteenth, which can be contain'd only in 
the larger Bonnets, is call'd /2 Dz/crette. Its Uſe is to 
carry back to the Convent, Maſs- Money, Reſtitutions, 
Truſts and Wills. This Pocket is at the Bottom of the 
facred Cowl, that is, when it hangs down like a Panier. 
None but qualified Perſons muſt carry this Pocket, un- 
der the Penalty of Excommunication. 


© 16. Beſides all theſe Pockets, Madam, there is a 
Sort of Fob, call'd Ja Libertine. Tis between the two 
Soals of their Sandals, and ſerves to conceal the Money 
which the Capuchins abſent upon Furlow, receive pri- 
vately from their Relations. But this is forbid among 
them, and thoſe that uſe it, do it in Secret. Yet 
they quiet their Conſciences with Regard to the ſevere 
Prohibition of carrying no Money; for they elude it, 
by ſaying, that ſo far from carrying it, they tread it 
under Foot; thus repoſing themſelves, as s they pre. 
tend, intirely « on Providence. 


"© Theſe d: "ER Pockets, as you ſee, Madam, have 
their * Uſe; but the Brethern appointed to 


. . 
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parvey the Town and Country, muſt carry one, which 
by Way of Excellence, is call'd the Holy Wallet. It 
it is made of Sail Cloth, and very large; they carry 
it upon the left Shoulder, and put into it the Bread, 


Meat, Butter and Candles, which they collect for their 
Convent. 


Confeſs, Madam, that the Capuchin Habit is a La- 
byrinth, inextricable without a Guide like me. Our 
Gulliver had certainly been loſt in it, and would have 
found himſelf, at leaſt as much perplex'd, as on the 
Lilliputian Coaſt. Theſe Monks eat and drink well ; 
and as Soldiers do, after a coarſe Meal, they revenge 
themſelves at the firſt good Table they' meet with. 
When the Commons of the Convent are ſhort, every 
one has his Diſtrict, and finds a Dinner ; and unhappy 
are they, who want proper Talents to go Abroad : 
For if they can ſpeak in Publick, never fo little, they 
viſit Villages, to put off a Dozen of Sermons, which they 
adapt to all Occaſions, and under that Sanctuary, eat 
up the Curate, and the Farmer, whole Weeks together. 
Their Diſcourſes are in a Stile peculiar to themſelves, 
and very ſtarch'd; it is even enjoin'd them to ſpeak 
through the Noſe: And their Knowledge is eſteem'd 
ſo very minute, among the Roman Catholicks, that to 
repreſent a bad Sermon, they call it a Capucinade. 
Judge of it yourſelf, Madam, by the following Speci- 
men: Tis the Fragment of the Exordium, to a Sermon 
preach'd by one of the Fathers, ſome Months ago, in a 


Convent of Nuns, near Liege, as my Cordelier ſays, 
who pretends to have heard it. 


Tou 
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* You have fo frequently requeſted, illuſtrious Ama- 
zons, that T ſhould come to your Holy Convent, which is: 
fortified all round with Baſtions and Batteries — a 
Citadel inexpugnable to the Aſſaults of the Meſſengers of 
the falſe Father of Lies —— that, having eweigh'd the 
Validity of your Regueſt, like another Cæſar, I came, 1 
Jaw and conquer d. Yes, I hawe conquer'd the Humi- 
tity of my Theologick Stile, which hinder'd me from ar- 
riving at the Haven of your Approbation without Ship- 
abreck; and 1 venture to hald up my Hand at the Bar 
of the veiled Bench of your cloiſter d Reverences.” 


* Aſter this pompous Setting-out, the Monk proceeds 
to his intended Panegryick on Mary Magdalene ; we 
mult conſider her, ſays he, in two States, the State of 
Sin, and the State of Repentance: Magdalene the Sin- 
ner, liv'd like a true Magdalene — ſo much the worſe. 
Magdalene converted, was a Patterr of Penitence — ſa 
much the beitter. In two Words, ſays he, ſo much 
the worſe, and ſo much the better, ſhall divide my Ser- 
mon — Judge, Madam, of the Reſidue by this Sample.“ 


© A Taſte for the falſe marvellous is ſo inſeparable 
from theſe Fathers, that every one claims a diſtinguiſh'd 
Family, or military Reputation, They always travel 
in Pairs, and the firſt Time they come to a Place, the 


younger takes great Care to whiſper in the Houſe, that 
the Reverend Father ſuch a one, is a near Relation of 


ſuch a Count, or ſuch a Marqueſs ; or that he has com- 
manded a Troop of Horſe, They ſuppoſe this Notion | 
af paſs'd Honour, gains them greater Reſpcct. Inſtead of 


their 
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their Family-Names, they take the Names of their 


_ Saints; but they always chuſe the longeſt, as Nice- 


phorus, Theodorus, Emmanuel, Agathangus, Seraphin, 
Cherubin, &c. to which they join the Name of their 
Town : I think one to outbid his Brethren, took the 
Name of the Reverend Father Ely Lammaſabathany 
de Sabaot. 8 


With theſe Exceptions, Madam, they live regu- 
larly enough ; they are allow'd to be much more ri- 


diculous than criminal; and the Cordeliers are in much 


more Difcredit; but ſure, to deſcribe them as they 
are, would give eternal Matter of Laughter. I have 
often reproach'd my Inſtructer with his bitter Raillery 


on the Capuchins, when in his Cups, ſince they, like 


himfelf, are the Offspring of St Francis, and ridiculous 
as they are, their Conduct is much leſs exceptionable 
than thoſe of his Order, whoſe Character is ſo well eſta- 


'Þliſh'd, that, to deſcribe a Libertine, they call him 
Cordelier. 


* Here, Madam, give me Leave to cloſe my An- 
wer to your Queſtions : Since this is all J have diſco- 
ver'd of the Capuchin Race. If you have any Diffi- 
eulty remaining, I'll endeavour to clear it, while I re- 
main here. My Oracle, the Cordelier, will prate for 
ever, for a few Bottles of Wine. In the mean Time, 
I flatter myſelf, Madam, that if any Thing appears ag- 
gravated, you'll impute it to the Monk, and that 
you'll allow ſome Merit in my Deſire to pleaſe you, 
fince it makes me proſtitute myſelf to ſuch Converſa- 
tion. In Trath, 'tis too much at once, to be thus di- 
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fant from you in an ill State of Health, and at the 
ſame Time, to be condemn'd by your Orders to ſuch 
villainous Company. I ſubmit, however, if, at that 
Price, I can convince you, of that reſpectful Eſteem 
with which I am. Madam, 


Aix la Chapelle, Your moſt Humble and 
Aug. 6. Moſt Obedient Servant, 
John H. 


Well, Ladies, ſays Mr Lake, what fay you? May 
J ſend this Letter? And do you think it will divert 
Lady B — 2 I warrant it, ſays the Ducheſs, by 
the Effect it has had on us; for though we ſuppreſs'd 
it, becauſe we would not interrupt you, yet we 
have laugh'd inwardly beyond Meaſure. For my 
Part, ſays my Lady, I ſhall never ſee a Capuchin af- 
ter this without Laughing, and I ſwear, I'll examine 
their Pockets ſome Day or other for the Guinea I de- 
ſign them. 'That's pleaſant, ſays the Count : I have 
often ſeen Capuchins here and in Germany, without at- 
tending to theſe Particulars. Truly, ſays the Marqueſs, 
all Particulars would furniſh a much longer Deſcription. 
J have been a Witneſs of it, becauſe the Chaplain of 
my Regiment was of that Order. Come, come, ſays 
the Abbeſs, tis pretty well; the poor Capuching 
have had their Share. But, Madam, ſays the Ducheſs, 
the Baronet ſays no Harm of them, and I commend 
bim for it; for if all Capuchins are like thoſe of Spa, 
they are Objects of Compaſſion, rather than of Con- 
tempt. The poor Men are to be pity'd, for electing a 
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Life of ſuch Humiliation, through a blind Devotion : 
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For, the Goſpel preſcribes nothing like it : And I think 
ſome Reſpect due to thoſe who keep within the Bounds 
of their Eſtate, But, ſays my Lady, tho' I reverence 
Virtue, even the blind Devotion of theſe pious People; 
yet give me Leave to laugh at their Garb, and that Le- 


gion of Pockets juſt named. Depend on it, Ladies, 
ſays the Count, there's a little Hyperbole in the Re. 


lation; the Baronet banters the Frock. And yet, Sir, 
ſays the Abbeſs, that Part of his Letter is pretty juſt ; 
What he ſays of their Founder and Inſtitution is much 
leſs ſo : But except his Raillery, his Account is pretty 
true. I even know ſeveral of thoſe Pockets. I'll tell 


you ſomething} further, ſays Mr Laie: Two Months 


ago, when I was at Aix with the Baronet, two Capu- 
chins came to bathe in the Houſe where we were. 
They pull'd off their Cloaks according to Cuſtom, in 
the little undreſſing Room, and went into the Bath in 
their Robes. They had certainly paid a Viſit to one of 
their Votaries as they came, who had given a Leg of 
Mutton for his Reverence's Dinner, which he had put 
into his Pocket call'd the A A Dog that had ac- 
cidentally ſlipp'd into the Room, attracted by the 
Odour, made a Viſit to the Cloak, and there finding 
his Break-faſt ready dreſt, broke through the Window, 


and made off with his Prey. The Fathers, at their Return 


from the Bath, were amaz'd to find but one Cloak. 
They cry'd out Sacrilege, and made a great Noiſe, be- 
lieving the Servants of the Bagnio had play'd them a 
Trick. The Loſs of the Mutton was a flinging Af- 
fliction: However, they complain'd only of the Pro- 
phanation of the ſacred Habit, threatning the whole 


Houſe 


the German Spa. 231 
Houſe with the Thunder of the Vatican, and ſwearing 
by St Francis, that they'd have Satisfacton. Search was 


made every where, and near the Stables, were found 


ſome Tatters of this precious Habit: And by Help of 


them, they diſcover'd the Dog fitting on the Reſt of 


the Cloak, and buſily gnawing the Bone of the Leg of 
Mutton. The Dog got off with a few Curſes, and re- 
main'd an Anathema. We ſaw this Scene and laugh'd 
heartily at it. But what diverted us extreamly was, to 
ſee the two Fathers buſy in collecting the Wreck of 
their Toilet into the Pockets of the Cloak which we 
thought numberleſs ; and thence we had ſome Concep- 
tion of the Capuchin Labyrinth. This Adventure gave 
Riſe to the Letter I juſt read ; for the Baronet ſent an 


immediate Account of this Accident to my Lady B-—, 
Be that as it will, Sir, ſays the Marqueſs, the Ba- 


ronet's Letter is very curious, and he ridicules the 
Monks very prettily. I wiſh his Pen would give us 
as much on every Religious Order. I hope the Mar- 
queſs would give him Leave to ſpare me a little, ſays 
the Abbeſs. The Marqueſs bluſh'd at his Indiſcretion, 
made a thouſand Apologies to the Abbeſs, and proteſt- 
ed that he had no View to her in what he ſaid. The 
Abbeſs, well ſatisfied in that Point, forgave him, and 
a thouſand well bred Speeches paſs'd between them. I 
withdrew a little to take the Plan of Geronflere ; and 
in a Quarter of an Hour I rejoin'd them to return in a 
Body to the Town. 


We ſeparated to dreſs, and did not meet till Dinner, 
becauſe I was employ'd in tranſcribing Sir 7% H——'$ 
Letter, which was to be ſent away next Day. Our 

„ Ladies 
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Ladies too wrote to England, and therefore ſhut them- 
ſelves up till Night; as we were diſengaged Mr Lake 
propoſed bathing. His Propoſal ſurpriz'd us, becauſe we 
knew no Place at Spa proper for it. The Brook is not 
deep enough, and I did not know of any publick Bath. 
Follow me, ſays he, and I'll ſhew you one. In ſhort 
he led us to the Mill, and made us deſcend into a dark 
and vaulted Cavern, at the Bottom of which was cut 
a Cold Bath, fix Foot deep, and about fifteen ſquare, 
and he invited us to bathe there. The Count, the La- 
lian, and the Marqueſs were as little enclin'd to it as 
myſelf. The 1/a/ian alledged the Rheumatiſm in Ex- 
cuſe. For that very Reaſon you ſhould dip, ſays Mr 
Lake, and that very Reaſon is my Motive. The Re- 
medy ſeem'd too Britiſh for his Trial, and Mr Lake 
plunged in to prove the Uſefulneſs of it. He told us 
that nothing was more common in Exgland, and that 
the Cold Baths there cure Abundance of inveterate Di- 
ſtempers. He ſaid too, that by the Advice of a fa- 
mous Phyſician, he had even broke the Ice to bathe 
himſelf to cure a Rheumatiſm which had harraſs'd him 
three Years, and which he attributed to. immoderate 
Heats in his Journey to /raly. And in ſhort, as he 
told us, it perfectly cur'd him. tis certain, the Zng- 
l{i/Þ in general have given fair Water an honourable 
Place in the Materia Medica, and make uſe of it ſuc- 
ceſsfully in external and internal Caſes, eſpecially fince 
one of their Phyſicians has ſtamp'd a Value on it by his 
Treatiſe on Water : And wherever there are mineral 
Waters, the Erg/;4 are more frequent than thoſe of o- 
ther Nations. They have almoſt monopoliz'd thoſe at 


Spa, 
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Spa, where they give Law to all other Societies. It 
was for their Sakes that the Cold Bath was cut, and 
there paſſes no Day but ſome Engliſman bathes there 
towards the Evening, tho' the Water be naturally cold 
as Ice. Mr Lake told us, that they were leſs ſenſible 
of it, becauſe People of Faſhion in England generally 
educate their Children by-the Preſcription of the cele- 
brated Mr Locke, who recommends from Infancy a 
bare Head, a thin Garment, even in Winter, and an 
early Cuſtom of being wet-ſhod. He aſſur'd us that 
he himſelf had been bred up in that Manner, and that 
the Weather could but little affect him. All he could 
ſay could not prevail upon us to follow him, and he 
came up again to us. We begged him not to break 
in upon his Regimen— but he deferr'd Part of it to 
next Day. Before we left the Mill he ſhew'd us a 
Bath capable of being heated for thoſe who demand it. 
Properly ſpeaking 'tis no more than a great Bathing- 
tub, ſuſpended above the Cold Bath. When it's ſeen 
underneath, all Deſire of experiencing it vaniſhes ; for 
however ſecure it may be, the Fancy is haunted with 
Fears of ſinking, and by Conſequence of being plunged 
into the Cold Bath beneath. However this Bath js ve- 
ry convenient for Perſons fond of that Exerciſe : Two 
may bathe there together, the Water may be heated to 
any Degree; Aromatick Herbs are put in, Whey, Al- 
mond Paſte, and in ſhort, whatever Neceſſity or Plea- 
ſure may require, and very cheap too. Tis true, the 
Apartment was not very neat, and yet we ſaw very 
clean Linen there. | 


From 


1 
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From thence Mr Lale carry'd us to a Houſe at the 
other End of the 'Town, in the Way to the Four 
o'Clock Meadow. There is a little Bath too belonging 
to an old Woman, who has the Water heated, and i is 


eſteem'd the beſt Manager of a Bath. The Tub is 


ſmaller than that at the Mill, The toothleſs Dame 
offer'd her Services, and to encourage us, gave us a 


Litt of the Pripces and Nobles which had paſs'd thro? | 


her Hands. I rubb'd. them all myſelf, faid ſhe, and 
theſe Hands have held even the Czar's Head. Howe- 
ver, theſe great Examples did not allure us; and after 
a little Chat with her we took a Turn in the Square, 
where Mr Lake declaim'd againſt our Delicacy, crying 
upt the Virtues of the Water, even externally ** 


a Ka... 


Marqueſs, than I know already. A Gentleman of my 


Acquaintance is a marvellous Inſtance of the Efficacy 
of Bathing. A Year before I quitted France, I went 
into Normandy with the Chevalier de Fontenay, who 


had a Mind to carry me to the extenfive Lands of the 
Marqueſs his Brother. We paſs'd ſome Days there, 
and ſtop'd at Bayeux, where Part of his Family was. 
There we were invited to dine with a Commander of 
the Order of St Lazarus, call'd, I think, Mr de Me- 
niluille, who feaſted his Friends, to celebrate a kind 
of Reſurrection, which he gave us the Story of. A 
Canon, a Friend of his, died a little before, and his 
Company was deſired at the Funeral, which was per- 
form'd with Flambeaux. The Commander having 


been detain'd by ſome Viſits, could not attend the nf 
nera 


- You can't tell me more on that Subject, ſays the 
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neral Parade : But good Manners obliging him to ap- 


. pzar, he ſtaid till the Service was almoſt finiſh'd at 


Church, which he enter'd alone, intending to mix . 
himſelf with the Crowd unperceiv'd. The whole 
Congregation was in the Choir, and the Church being 
hung with Black, was very dark. The Commander 


walking ſoftly, wichout Regard to his Feet, tumbled 


unexpectedly into the Grave deſign'd for the dead Ca- 
non, whoſe Corpſe ſtood in the Nave, and he felt ſome 
Body under him that cry'd out like a luſty Fellow, 
It was the Gravedigger who was meaſuring the Grave 
by the Dimenſions of the Coffin. The Fellow, fright- 
ed by the Weight which fell upon him, ſhook off the 
Commander and bawled out manfully. The People 
ran with Links, and were amaz'd to find the Comman- 
der at the Bottom of the Grave, in a Swoon through 
Pain and Fright. They drew him out and carry'd 
him home: They ſent for Surgeons, undreſs'd him, 
and found a large Wound in his Leg. The Surgeons 
dreſs'd it as uſual-; at laſt he reviv'd, but in exquiſite 
Pain. Every Body came to condole with bim, and a- 
mong his Friends a certain Prieſt call'd Mayleyſel, a 
plain Man, but bewitch'd to the Virtues of Water, 
came to ſee him, and blamed the Family for calling 
Surgeons, averrivg that he could have cured him with 
fair Water. As this Prieſt had a good deal of Credit 
in the Houſe, and his Remedy. had before been ſyceſs- 
ful there, they agreed at length that after the firſt 
Dreſſing was taken off, they would leave the Wound 
entirely to his Management; and the Effect proved 


how much he deſerv d this Confidence. After the 


Surgeons 
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Surgeons had viſited the Wound, which they found 


vaſily enflamed, the Prieſt Mayloyſel took off all the 
Bandages, and waſh'd it with cold Water. After- 
wards, he apply'd Compreſſes dipp'd in the ſame Wa- 


ter every Hour, Night and Day, for eight and forty 


Hours. After that he changed the Compreſſes every 
two Hours only; and on the 7th Day Mr de Menilwille 
was in a Condition to go abroad, the Wound being 
healed and the Skin renew'd. This, ſays the Mar- 
queſs, he told us in a large Company; and tho' a Gen- 


tleman of his Reputation needs no further Teſtimony to 


engage Belief, he permitted us to make Enquiry in the 
Town, which was full of Witneſſes both of his Fall 
and his Cure. We drank his Reſurrection. It was 
really one, and his Fall had ſomething ſo comical in 
it, that even our Reſpe& to him could not prevent our 
laughing heartily at it. He gave us twenty ſuch In- 
ſtances of the Prieſt's Knowledge, which gave us an 
Inclination to ſee him. The Chevalier begged the 
Commander to ſend for him, and the Sieur Maylayſel 


ſoon appear'd. We were aſtoniſh'd to ſee the good 


Prieſt exceeding plain in Figure and Dreſs ; and his 
Converſation did not belie his Appearance. He talk'd 
little and ſeem'd to think leſs. His Knowledge ap- 


| pear'd to us a Prejudice ſupported by lucky Hits rather 


than by Argument. He had read the Treatiſe of the 
Engliſb Doctor, but, I believe, underſtood it but lit- 
tle, and ſpoke very modeſtly of the Cures he had per- 


 form'd. Several of them were mentioned in his Pre- 


ſence, and we were told that the Reputation of his 
Regimen had procur'd him Patients from all Parts of 
the 
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the Country round about. For with the Water which 
he preſcrib'd for all Diſtempers as they do theſe here 
at Spa, he allow'd no Victuals but Gruel. He did 
not approve all Water neither ; a certain Sort which 
he named to us, was his Favourite. But as he had 
not the Talent of Perſuaſion, he made no Proſelytes a- 


| mong us. And indeed I learn'd that Night, that his 


Regimen was ſometimes unſucceſsful, and that Abun- 


dance had dy'd under his Hands. 


As the Marqueſs ended this Story, one of the Gen- 
tlemen which tabled with us, ask'd us to go to the 
Coffee-Houſe to fee a famous Game at Piquet which 
was playing there. Theſe Adverſaries were two Game- 
ſters by Profeſſion, the one an Engli/oman, the other a 
German, who call'd himſelf Baron. We went in and 
ſaw one of the molt artful Pieces of Fineſſe imaginable. 


The Reader ſhall judge of its Merits for Sentiments 


were various, and it was dangerous to decide. I am 
ſure an honeſt Man could not ſee it without Uneaſineſs, 


tho' ſeveral excus'd it for the Sake of the Stratagem. 
This it is: | 


The Baron and the Britain had been playing all the 
Day, and the Game was grown warm with the Viciſ- 
ſitude of Loſs and Gain. Their Skill had drawn round 
them Abundance of Spectators, whoſe Preſence more 
enflam'd the Spirit of Play which poſſeſs'd them. They 


were ſo ſtrongly actuated by it that they neglected Din- 


ner, and contented themſelves with a Diſh of Choco- 
late, and a Dram or two, which they took without 
quit- 
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quitting their Cards. They had play'd eight Hours; 


and when we were call'd they were playing the con- 
quering Game. It was for three hundred Guineas, 
and therefore of Conſequence the Combatants were ſo 
engaged that they did not lift up their Eyes. They look- 
ed as if the Fate of the Univerſe was in their Hands, 
Joy, Fury, and Fear appear'd by Turns in their Coun- 
tenances ; but all was confined within a profound Si- 
lence. The Baron, who in the Beginning of the Game 
had been pretty fortunate, was youngeſt. He wanted 


but one Point of the Game, and the Engliſoman about 


forty. The Erngl;/man had in his Hand three Kings, 


and had diſcarded the fourth. He counted his Game 
as it really was, and named only three Kings. But 


finding he muſt loſe the Game unleſs he could capot his 
Adverſary, in the middle of the Hand he pretended 
to forget how much he had counted. He took up his 


Cards and reckoned his Game anew, and in this Reca- 
pitulation, without heſitating reckon'd fourteen Kings. 
Ihe Baron ſurpriz'd, ſtop'd him in his Calculation, 


and remark'd his having mention'd but three Kings 
at firſt, The Exgliſboman inſiſted upon the Truth of his 


ſecond Account as ſtrongly as the German deny'd it. 
The Diſpute. grew warm, and the Baron appeal'd to the. | 


Company. The Engliſpman flew into a pretended 
Paſſion, and offered to lay fifty Guineas to ſpur on his 
Adverſary, and decoy him into the Snare he laid for 


him. The other agreed to it, and both referr'd to the 


Judgment of the Company. The SpeQators declin'd 
it, and ſeveral inade a Point of Conſcience of giving 
their Verdict, becauſe they diſcern'd the Trick; and 

it 
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it was evident that the Eng/i/man had no more than 
the three Kings which he reckon'd at firſt, However, 
as the Queſtion regarded only the latter Calculation, 
the Spectators gave it againſt the Engliſoman, without 
daring to explain the Myſtery of the Wager ; and he 
loſt the fifty Guineas. The Baron, tranſported and 
deceiv'd by the Wager, firmly believ'd that his Anta- 
goniſt had the four Kings ; concluding that otherwiſe 


he would not have riſqued fifty Guineas. He play'd 


according to that Suppoſition, relying upon an Ace in 
his Hand, which was ſufficient to gain the one Point 
he wanted ; 'and in Imagination he join'd the three 
hundred Guineas to the fifty he had won. The Hand 
was play'd out, and the poor Baron ſeeing himſelf 
ſhamefully capotted at laſt, ask'd the Fng/i/man where 
the fourth King was. They have told you, ſays the 
other, that I reckon'd but three, and it coſt me fifty 
Guineas to make you believe I had four. hat ! 
ewould you win the Wager and the Game too? — that 
evould be too much. The poor Baron, not knowing 
what to ſay, ftorm'd and ſwore. The Engli/oman 
puſh'd back his Chair, roſe up and walk'd off in Tri- 
umph and Satisfaction from a Jnggle which every Bo- 
dy did not equally approve. As for us, we thought 
it a downright Cheat, and reſenting it as ſuch, quitted 
the Coffee-Houſe for Fear of any perſonal Affair with 
ſuch a worthleſs Fellow. In ſhort, a Man capable of 
ſuch a Fraud muſt be contemptible : For Play, conſi - 
der'd in its moſt innocent View, is deſign'd to promote 


| Society or Diverſion ; and in either of thoſe Caſes all 


Tendency to cheating is deteſted by honeſt Men. This 
Was 
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was the Reflection of the Marqueſs; but he obſerved 
by the Way, that the Engliſoman was the more excuſ- 
able, becauſe the German Baron was as much a Sharper 
as himſelf: And though Cheating deſerves Cenſure 
wherever it be found, yet tis leaſt odious between two 
Sharpers, becauſe the Crime of one is the Puniſhment 
of the other; but few that give themſelves up to Paſſion 


for Play continue honeſt. On this Occaſion the Mar- 


queſs quoted an elegant Deſcription of a Gameſter, He 
begins a Bubble, and ends a Knave. 


That's true, ſays Mr Lale, for be a Man's Eagerneſs 
and Abilities in Play never ſo ſmall, the Proſpe& of 
winning a great deal only by Stratagem, is a Tempta. 
tion very nice, and almoſt irreſiſtable as Men are form'd. 
And yet, ſays he, in my Opinion, a ſteady Honour is 
never more requiſite than at Play; without that 'tis 
perfect Robbery, and Abundance of our Nobility are 
ruin'd by it. Give me Leave, Sir, ſays the Iialian, 
to ſay that I believe their Ruin rather owing to an ill- 
timed and deſperate Venture of immenſe Sums, than 
to being cheated. Our Talians, continued he, are 
more temperate, and have made Play rather a Science 
than a Paſſion : They are acquainted with all the Tricks 
of it better than any other Nation but they know 
when to hold their Hand ; they never tire Fortune, nor 
_ tempt her in an ill Run. I know it, ſays Mr Lale, 


and I think the /ra/ians in general the beſt Players in 
the World, were they mere ſcrupulous. I heard one 1 
of your Prelates at Rome bragging, that he could 
ſhuffle four Aces, or four Kings to himſelf, when he 
was | 
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was at Piquet, and younger Hand: And he ſaid in 
Excuſe, that he might as fairly ſhuffle, as play the 
—_ Cards to his Advantage, I dare ſay then, ſays the 
e Marquiſs, that if he were Confeſſor to our Engli/oman, 
0 he would eaſily give him Abſolution with Regard to 
nt his Wager; tho' we condemn him. But come, ſays 
n He, we have morahiz'd enough, let us go to the Ladies; 
r- By andif they are till Writing, probably they'll be glad 
He to divert their Friends in England with this Turn at 


Picquet, which is intirely new. Accordingly we bent 
our Way toward them, and found them already in the 


uk Street going to the Capuchins. They told us, that 
of they defign'd to uncaſe ſome good Father, to examine 
in, his Pockets. But the Abbeſs advis'd them to defer the 
vd. Viſit, leſt my Lady ſhould carry her Raillery too far, 
+ in while her Imagination was warm with the Remem- 
wh brance of the Letter, and the good Fathers ſhould 
are take it as an Inſult. This Repreſentation divert:d us 
as, N to the Seven o'Clock Meadow. In going along, the 
ill. Ladies afſk'd us, how we had paſs'd the Day. We 
than gave them an Account of the Game at Piquet we had 
are feen, and begg'd their Opinions of the Engliſpman's 
ns Behaviour. They all determin'd as we had done, and 
icke eali'd it a direct Cheat. We made Abundance of ſeri- 
1 ous Reflections on the Paſſion of Gaming, conformable 
| to thoſe we had before made by ourſelves. When we 
fo 1 : came to the Meadow, my Lady aſk'd us, if we had 
La bs been all Day at the Coffee-Houſe ? No troly, ſays the 
en F Italian, Mr Lade has ſhew'd us the Spa Baths, and 
done i would have had us bathe with him in Water colder 
could Bl than Ice. But you wav'd ir I ſuppoſe ? Ves, yes, ſays 
NY . Mx Lale, theſe: Gentlemen are too tender, they are 
Was 
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afraid of catching Rheumatiſms. But, ſays ſhe, you 


ſhould have told them, Sir, that with us they are 


cur'd by the cold Bath. I can even tell you more. 
My Son was very ill of a bloody Flux, which con- 
tinued ſix Months before they could ſtop it, and no- 
thing cured him at laſt but plunging into freezing Water. 
The Turn which the cold Water gave to his Blood, 
ſtopp'd his Evacuation the ſecond Day, and he was 
perfectly cur d. His Cure reflected a good deal of Cre- 
dit on the Phyſician who preſcrib'd that Method, which 
has been follow'd by ſeveral People in various Caſes, 
with equal Succeſs. For my Part, ſays ſhe, I ſhould 
uſe it without Heſitation, if I wanted it: For after all, 
without derogating from Mineral Waters, I'm perſwad- 
ed that common Water would, in a great Meaſure, 
have the ſame Effects, if we were leſs prepoſleſs'd a- 


gainſt it. Undoubtedly, ſays the Ducheſs, and I be- 


lieve, generally ſpeaking, the Efficacy of the Spa Wa- 
ters, is leſs owing to their peculiar Virtue, than to the 
Pleaſure and Amuſements which the Patients enjoy 
there. And yet, Ladies, ſays Signor Graziani, the 
Spa Waters produce Effects beyond thoſe of common 
Water : For Example, I ſuppoſe fair Water would 


| hardly give a languiſning Huſband the Vigour which 
he finds from the Geronſtere Fountain. I don't know 


that, ſays Mr Lake ; for accidentally, at Rome, I read 
an Account, that ſome ancient Fathers allow'd their 
Menks but 2 certain Quantity of Water every Day, 
and abſolately forbid it at Night, becauſe they had ob- 
ſery'd, that the immediate Uſe of it render'd them 
leſs fit for the Celibacy they had vow'd. May be ſo, 
Nys the /ralian ; but I doubt, whether common Wa- 

| ters 
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ters be as penetrating as thoſe at Sp, which inſinuate 
themſelves through the Body, and unload it ſo much, 
tho' inſenſibly, that every one here complains of his 
Leanneſs. For my Part, I was all Amazement a few 
Days ago, when I took up my Belt accidentally : I fan- 
cy'd ſomebody had chang'd it, and before I could wear 


E it, I was forced to ſhorten it three Inches. The Ab- 
. beſs, and every body, had, it ſeems, made the ſame 
i | Obſervation, with Regard to themſelves 3 but we all 
. agreed, that the Manner of Life at Spa, was as much 
h the Cauſe as the Waters. In ſhort, ſays the Ducheſs, 
d here we riſe early, and breakfaſt late; we are con- 
, tinually upon our Feet; we go through a great Change 
l- of Air, and-of Diet, and all this after a Journey fre- 
Co quently long and painful: So that it's impoſſible to a- 
25 void growing Lean. Tis even ſo cuſtomary to fall a- 
e | way after having been there a few Days, that mutual 
a- Compliments pafs from one to another at Spa, on Ac- 
he count of their Thinneſs, as *tis a Sign that the Waters 
y rare of Service. Generally ſpeaking, ſays Mr Lake, 


he p as Water is the ſtrongeſt Menſtruum in Nature, it's un- 


on MR likely that the Uſe of it ſhould fatten, eſpecially when 
id | | fatiguing Exerciſe is join'd to it ; and both together 
ch muſt uſefully quicken the Circulation of the Blood. 
ow 4 In England, we are fo perſwaded of the Efficacy of 
rad 1 Exerciſe in chronical and inveterate Diſtempers, that 
Eeir \ 3 one of our moſt celebrated Phyſicians counts the rough 
= i Pavement of London Streets among the Preſervati ves in 
ob- 


our Country, and the Fatigue it occaſions preventive 
of Diſeaſes. And indeed, all that I have known in 
that Regimen, were very hale ; but not too fat, How- 
: ever, it may be, Water is more advantageous to the 
Y M 2 Body 
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Body than the Wit: To form a Judgment from the 
Singularity of thoſe who drink nothing elſe, it ſeems 
to leave an Impreflion of Melancholy upon their Spirits. 
There is at London, added he, M1 , no 
Stranger to theſe Ladies. He is the moſt humorous 
Man alive. His drinking Water only, is the leaſt of 
his Singularities ; he is rich, and of a Family very con- 
ſiderable, as well as almoſt extint —— Yet he won't 
marry. He has a very magnificent Wardrobe, yet is 
always dreſt very plain. Even in the midſt of Winter, 
he wears nothing but a thin Coat of Camblet, lin'd 
with Silk, like theſe we have on at preſent. His Boſom 
is always open, and tho' he has every Conveniency, he 
is almoſt always on Foot, and his Coach follows him 
in London Streets, He keeps a good Table, and en- 
tertains his Friends nobly ; while he himſelf lives upon 
Pulſe, Roots, Fruits and Sallads : And in ſhort, while 
he furniſhes them with the beſt of Wines, he drinks 
only Water. You muſt own, Gentlemen, that this 
is an odd Character; and I have obſerv'd, that all that 
attach themſelves fo cloſely to Water, are ſubject to 
Whims, Oh! Sir, ſays the Ducheſs, you forget the 
beſt of him. Mr V „ Who can afford to travel 
very conveniently, every now and then makes the Tour 
of Italy; and in what Manner think you? Why on 
Foot. He takes with him a luſty Servant, train'd up 
to his Purpoſe, who carries both their Linnen in a Wal- 
let. Mr V, takes in his Pocket Book good 
Letters of Credit for all the principal Places on the 
Road ; and unconcern'd at Rain, Wind, Heat, Cold, 
Duſt or Sunſhine, foots it from Calais to Rome. Tis 
but a Year fince he return'd from his third Trip 
ard 
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and he's exceeding well. A very particular Taſte, Ma- 


dam, on my Word, ſays the Abbeſs. Tis pity this 
Gentleman was not born among us; he would have 


reviv'd n ancient ä 


While we were reaſoning on theſe Engliſb Singu- 
larities, which I have related but in Part, we were de- 
fired to mix with a Company of Flemiſb Ladies, who 
danc'd upon the Graſs, to their own Singing; and 
we made a very wide Circle. Two of them had ſweet 
Voices, and we liſten'd to them with Pleaſure. After 
we had danced ſome Time in a whimſical Manner, and 
perform'd ſeveral ſilly Tricks preſcrib'd by the Coun. 
try Ballads, we begg'd the two Singers, to give us a 
Song or two, which they did with excellent Grace. 
We ſat down upon the Graſs, and after they had ſung, 
ſomebody propos'd thoſe little Plays ſo cuſtomary in 
the Evening at Sa: As Queſtions and Commands, Spa- 
niſþ Merchant, and other ſuch Diverſions, which are 
agreeable enough among People of Wit and Pleaſantry. 
And in theſe innocent Sports we paſs'd the Evening. 
We even forgot Supper, and it was almoſt Nine when 
we return'd into the Town. This little Extravagance, 
and Writing in the Afternoon, had fatigu'd the La- 
dies : So they propos'd to ſleep the next Morning, that 
we Men might vary our Amuſements, and be ſenſible 
of a longer Abſence. We conducted them Home, and 
return'd to our Inn. 


| Every body had ſupp'd there, ſo we had a little 
Fable ſpread for us. We had ſcarce begun to eat, 
| s when we were deſir'd to admit a German Gentleman 
1 M 3 jul 
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Jaſt arriv'd. He came from towards Trewves, and 


ſeem'd heartily tired. His Converſation ſhew'd him 
to be a Man of Merit and uncommon Bravery : And 
his Adventure on the Road to Spa, which he related 
to us, was an Inſtance of great Intrepidity. 

In paſſing, ſays he, by a Corner of Ardennes (which 
he named to us) my Man was thrown from his Horſe, 
and broke his Leg. I was ſtrangely perplex'd at it, 
becauſe I ſaw no Houſe nearer, than at half a League's 
Diſtance. Afﬀter having placed him in as eaſy a Poſture 
as I could, and encourag'd him in his Pain, I took his 


Horſe by the Bridle, and made the beſt of my Way to 


the next Village for Afiſtance. As ſoon as I arriv'd, I 
procur'd a Cart and Horſes, and order'd ſome Straw 
and a Featherbed ; and they drove it immediately to 
the Place where I had left the poor Fellow. I found 
him miſerably full of Pain, which we augmented in 
diſpoſing him in the Cart ; and at length we convey'd 


him to the firſt Inn. I put him under the Care of [: 


the Surgeon of the Place, who aſſur'd me, that his 
Leg would be eafily fet, and that he would not be a 
Cripple. I paid him liberally, to encourage his Care; 
and after having left in the Curate's Hands enough to 


anſwer all the Neceſſities of the Wounded, I ſet out to 
continue my Road alone. 


As I was mounting my Horſe, two Men who had 
lodg'd in the ſame Inn, and had no ill Appearance, ap- 
priz'd me, that two Leagues off, the Way was very dif- 
kicult to find. The Landlord confirm'd it; and as 
| Choſe two Men faid they were going the ſame Way, 
and 
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and that they would willingly direct me, if I would go 
a Foot-Pace ;- I imprudently accepted their Offer. 

I imagin'd, that well mounted as I was, I had nothing 


| to fear from two Men on Foot. Beſides, I was very 
well arm'd; for I- had not only Horſe Piſtols, but 
two Pocket Piſtols. well loaded; in Confidence of 

5 which, I had travell'd thro' the Ardennes without Fear. 
5 I march'd ſlowly, that I might not tire my Compani- 
t, ons, and talk'd with them perfectly at my Eaſe, and 
8 found their Converſation rational enough. At the 
Fe Diſtance of about a League from where I ſet out, we 
1s came to a little Wood pretty dark, at the Entrance of 
10 a Valley ſurrounded with Rocks, which gives that Place 
1 a very melancholy Look. Tho' I had frequently paſ- 
6 ſed Places more frightful, (for Germany is full of them) 
Fw here I felt an involuntary Horror, which I took great 

nd Care to conceal from my Companions. The Subject 
in they entertain'd me with in this Place, begun to make 
d me regret the Indiſcretion of delivering myſelf up to 
of two Strangers. I was even half reſolv'd to ſpur my 
his Horſe, and fo get rid of them, or to attack them firſt ; 
Ea for my Heart whiſper'd me, that theſe Wretches had 
re; MR a Defign upon my Life. One told me diſmal Stories 
to 3 to intimidate me, the other ſhew'd me the Place where 
tro WF a Count and his Lady had been murder'd ; and here, 
= ſays he, they cut the Throat of the Baron of — 
A little further, added the other, were ſtabb'd a Ger- 
had man Captain and his Servant. Theſe Stories were ſo 
ap- many Preliminaries to the Blow they meditated ; and 
dif- in all Probability, they recited them only to damp my 

d as 


Courage, and diſorder my Imagination. They ſuc- 
cceded accordingly, and I own to you, Gentlemen, the 
further 
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further I went with them, the more Danger I appre- 
hended : For in ſhort, if Lhad Pocket Piſtols, ſo might 
they too, as I found they had ſure enough. While in 
order to hide my Uneaſineſs from them, I affected to 
look unconcernedly at the Places they pointed at, one 
of them clapt a Piſtol to my Ear, and demanded my 
Purſe. I was immediately going to ſeize my Arms and 
make a Defence; but the other ſeizing my Hand and 
Bridle, preſented a Piſtol on the other Side, and ſwore 
at me, and puſh'd me to diſmount. It rain'd, I was 
wrapp'd in my Great Coat, and therefore unprepar'd 
for Defence. They haled me ſo, that I was conſtrain- 
ed to diſmount, to preſerve my Life a few Moments. 
One of them took my Horſe by the Bridle, and walk'd 
before, with his Piſtol in his Hand. The other walk- 
ed behind, in the ſame Manner, and I was between 
them wrapp'd in my Great Coat ; between Life and 
Death, and much more certain of the latter than the 
former. They led my Horſe deep into the Wood, and 


made me march aſter him, among Rocks and Bram 


bles. At the leaſt Stumble I made, they both preſent- 
ed their Piſtols as if apprehenſive I ſhould eſcape. | 
then found my Death unavoidable, and that they led 
me into the thickeſt Part of the Wood, only to cut my 
Thrcat, and leave no Traces of the Murder. I had 
a Mind to capitulate with them. I offer'd them my 
Purſe, and all I had, to preſerve my Life; but they 
took no Notice, nor made any Anſwer. Their Silence 
ſpoke plain enough, and conſidering it as a dead War- 
rant, I reſolv'd to ſell my Life as dear as L could. Tis 
over with me, ſaid I to myſelf, and my Death is cer- 
tain ; I'll die bravely, however, and ſtruggle to eſcape 

| the 
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the Jaws of theſe Blood-Hounds. My Reflection wWas 
ſhort, ſays the German, for in theſe critical Caſes 
Thought is inftantaneous, and the Action as quick as 
Thought. In ſhort, collecting all my Force and Pre- 
ſence of Mind, I ſlid my Hands into my Pockets, and 
cock'd one of my Piſtols. Without conſidering that 
this was the Period of my Life if I fail'd, or that the 
Manat my Back could not miſs me, I fir'd my Piſtol 
thro' my Great Coat, and brought down the Man that 
was before me. I had ſcarce let fly, when turning up- 
on him behind me, .I open'd my Great Coat, wrapp'd 
him in it, and blinded him with it; I ſeiz d him, 
overſet him, and tumbling with him, ſhot him through 


the Head, As I got up to take Breath after this horri- 


ble Diſpatch, the firſt whom I imagin'd dead, but was 
only wounded, diſcharg'd his Piſtol at me, which hap- 
pily lodg'd in the Trunk of an old Tree near me. I 
fancy'd by this Eſcape, Providence had aſſur'd me of 
Victory, and flew upon him that had miſs'd me, and ſe- 
cur'd him from any further Attempt. As ſoon as I 
had. thus diſentangled myſelf, I thought of proceeding 
on my Journey, but found myſelf in a new Perplexity : 


My Horſe, frighted at our Cries and the Report of the 


Piſtols, had eſcap'd in the Wood, and much ade I had 
to find him. I was forced to run through the Rocks 


| and the Thickets, to trace him out; and during this 


Search, two Things diſquieted me. I was equally a- 
fraid of being ſurpriz'd in this Diſorder, and of being 
ſuſpected of a Murther, juſt as it was, or of loſing my 
Way and ſtaying in the Wood all Night. Can it be, 
ſaid I to myſelf, that Heaven, hitherto ſo miraculouſly 
watchful over my Preſervation, ſhould ſcreen me from 
ſo 
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ſo horrible a Fate, only to expoſe me to greater Ter- 
rors ? No, faid I, the ſame Providence will extricate 
me out of this Labyrinth. At laſt I ſaw my Hotſe 
feeding very compoſedly at the Foot of a Tree. I ran 
to him, and after having wander'd above an Hour 
more in the Wood, I found myſelf at the Side of a 
Road, which appear'd to be the ſanie I had paſs'd in 
the Morning. I remounted my Horſe, and kept the 
Road till I came to the Abbey of Praym, where I have 
ſome Relations; and after having repos'd * there 
ſome Days, I ſet out for this Place. 

Truly, Sir, ſays one of the Company, 'twas a bold 
Affair, and a Bravery leſs than yours durſt attempt no- 
thing in Circumſtances where the Horrors of Death 
often take away all Preſence of Mind. However, af. 
ter we had prais'd his Valour as it deſerv'd, we could 
not help diſcovering our Aſtoniſhment at his Raſhneſs, 
in venturing through ſo dangerous a Country as the 
Ardennes with two Strangers. The German confeſs'd 
his Indiſcretion. But the Marquiſs, thinking on his 
own Misfortunes, ask'd him, if he was not afraid that 
this Murder, juſt, nay, neceſſary as it was, might give 
him ſome Trouble upon his Return through the Coun- 
try. Not at all, anſwered the German. Firſt, becauſe 
I am innocent; and ſecond!y, the Scene of this Action 
is within the Territories of the Abbey of Pruym, where' | 
I have Abundance of Relations ; and I took Care, im- 

mediately on my Arrival there, to make my Depoſiti- 
on. As the Elector of Treves is perpetual Adminiſtra- | 
tor of that Abbey, and as I have the Honour of being 
known to his Highneſs, I have no Apprehenſion of a 
Suſpicion to my Diſadvantage. The next Day they 
: ſent 
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5 on, IJ have no Proſecution to fear, ſays he, but from 
1 the Monks, who being almoſt all my Friends and Rela- 
r tions, they took a pleaſing Share in the almoſt miracu- 
2 lous Preſervation of my Life. Beſides, as they muſt 
in prove their Nobility before their Admiſſion into that 
5 Houſe, they have ſome Regard to a Gentleman, whom _ 
ive they could not ſuſpect guilty of ſuch Villany without 
120 deſcending from the Greatneſs of their own Senti- 
ments, We congratulated the German on his good 
1 Succeſs, and back'd our Congratulations with ſeveral 
585 Bumpers, which he moſt unmercifully made us drink. 
ath However, we let him know, that as Hobelins we were 
4 excus'd, and the Regimen of the Waters would not 
uld permit us to keep Pace with him; but he gave us no 
ef5, Quarter : Another Bumper muſt be drank to the Suc- 
the ceſs of the Waters; and if he had ſtaid at Spa, I be- 
0d lieve he had made us as much Germans as himſelf. 
his . Luckily for our Health, the next Day he went for Aiæ- 
than I = Chapelle, where he was to meet a Count, a Friend 
pive 1 of his. We fat late at Table, ſo inſinuating was his 
8 | Converſation z and at length he took Leave of us, we 
* wih 'd him a more happy Journey, and ſaw no more of 
Yon him. | 
here As ſoon as he was retir'd, we made ſome Reflections 


upon his Adventure, which we thought very ſingular: 


piti- | But Mr Lake interrupted usto apprize us, that it would 
ſtra- be improper to mention this Story to the Ladies, as it 
eing might fill them with Dread at their Return; and we 
* all promiſed Silence. Twas certainly a prudent Pre- 


aution, with regard to the Abbeſs particularly, who 


the German Sp. 251 
ſent for the Bodies, and hung them upon the Abbey ak 
Gallows. As that Abbey exerciſes ſovereign Juriſdicti- 
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bo ESnſequence thro” a: Quarter of the Ardennes. At laſt 
ve diſperſed, well ſatisfied with the Day, which had 
Patven us more Diverſion than any other ſince we had 
been at Spa. Though we wanted that noiſy Mirth 
| which we had at other Times enjoy'd, we felt no Re- 
gret in having ſo far encroach'd upon the Night, which 
is a certain Proof that a lively Converſation among 
Perſons of Senſe. is the ſweeteſt Charm of Society. 
This Reflection we made with mutual Good Night. 
It ſtruck Twelve, we ſeparated, every one retir'd to his 
Quarters, and we bid one another adieu till next Day 
at Noon, in order to ſleep according ta Agreement. 
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